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1—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, 


The following inspector of weights and measures has, duri 
the month of September 1890, passed the examination provid 
for in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889 :— 


Robertson, George Brunton - Fifeshire. 


Matt AND IN SPANISH AMERICA. 


Some of the leading maltsters and brewers of the United States 
have requested the Department of State at Washington to procure 
information relative to the malt and beer trade in Mexico, Central 
and South America, and the West Indies. ‘The Department, in 
accordance with this request, issued a circular to the consular 
officers of the United States in those countries, for information 
as regards the following points :— 

1. The imports of malt, and whence imported; duties charged 
thereon ; costs of same per bushel, whether imported or locally 
prepared, &c, 

2. The imports of beer and whence imported; in bottles or 
wood, and duties charged thereon ; kinds of beer most suitable for 
local consumption ; details concerning prices, wholesale and retail, 
of foreign and domestic beer, &c. 

3. How imported malt and beer are placed upon the 

market, &c. 
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The replies to this circular which have been received from the 
consular officers have been published by the Department of State 
in the form of a pamphlet, which may be consulted at the offices 
of the Board of ‘lrade, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LABOUR MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared for the Board of 
Trade Journal by the Labour Correspondent to the Board of 
Trade :— 

The condition of the labour market is still very disturbed, and 
strikes are as prevalent as ever, especially among those employed 
in labour about the docks. During the past month 96 strikes 
have been noted as against 105 for the month before. Of these, 
15 have taken place among dock labourers, 14 in the various 
branches of the cotton trade, 7 in the woollen trade, 9 in the 
building trades, and 6 among iron and steel workers, the balance 
being divided among the miscellaneous trades, 

Twenty-one trade unions have reported as to the condition of 
employment in their respective industries, and in most cases an 
increase in the number of unemployed members is observable, 
although the extent of this falling off in the demand for labour is 
not great. The unions reporting show an aggregate membership 
of 229,517, and of this number 6,197 are out of work, this being 
a proportion of 2°60 per cent. as compared with 2°28 in the month 
preceding, and as against 2°10 for the corresponding month of 
1889. The general statements made by the returns show 
generally that 6 trades continue to be “ very good,” 7 are shown 
as “good,” and 8 are described as being “ moderate” only. 
The trades showing the largest proportion of this increase in 
the want of employment are the shipbuilding and engineering 
industries and the lesser trades connected therewith, a consider- 
able number of men being affected by disputes now and for some 
time pending. The building trades continue to be well emploved, 
the figures remaining the same as for a month before. The 
textile trades are moderately employed, but the printing and 
book trades are improving. The clothing trades are also described 
as fairly good, while, on the other hand, there is an increase of 
unemployed men in the manufactured iron and steel trades. The 
coal trade is busy, and miners generally have plenty of work, 
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IL—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


DENMARE. 


The following is a copy of a telegram, dated August 26th, from 
Her Majesty’s Representative at Copenhagen :—“ Quarantine of 
14 days on vessels from Spanish to Danish West Indian ports.” 


PORTUGAL. 

The following telegram, dated August 12th, is from Her 
Majesty’s Representative at Lisbon :—* Ports in Japan declared 
infected with cholera from May 15th.” 

A telegram from Her Majesty’s Representative at Lisbon reports 
that the port of Durban is declared infected with and all other ports 
in the colony of Natal suspected of cholera from the 1st August. 


GIBRALTAR, 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, the following telegram, received on 
September 20th, from the Acting Governor of Gibraltar :— 
* Board of Health imposed on vessels arriving from Syrian ports 
eight days’ quarantine.” 


IraLy, 

The following is a copy of a telegram, dated September 20th, 
from Her Majesty’s Representative at Rome :—* Cholera out- 
“ break in neighbourhood of Massowah, Vessels from Massowah 
“ have to quarantine at sanitary station in Sardinia.” 

A despatch, dated September 25th, from Her Majesty’s 
Representative at Rome, reports that in consequence of the 
appearance of cholera at Aleppo, the sanitary regulations in force 
for arrivals from Spanish Mediterranean ports are applied to 


arrivals from Alexandretta, the coast of Syria, and of Caramania 
from Jaffa to Adalia. 


A despatch from Her Majesty's Representative at Vienna 
reports that the Hungarianmaritime authorities have prohibited, 
until further notice, the importation from Egypt of rags, worn 
linen, and wearing apparel, bedding, and rope work designed for 
purposes of trade. 
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The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, the following copy of a notice respecting 
quarantine issued by the Trieste Maritime Board :— 

“ In consequence of cholera having broken out at Nagasaki, 
vessels arriving from Japanese ports, should they have had a 
healthy passage, and have not touched any ports in the Red Sea, 
will be subjected on their arrival in any Austrian port to a 
rigorous medical ‘visit, and then, if found in perfectly normal 
conditions, admitted to free pratique. Should this not be the case 
the Marine Board will decide on the treatment.” 

A notice, dated 1st September, issued by the Hungarian 
Maritime Government at Fiume, orders that all vessels arriving 
from Japanese ports shall be subject to severe medical examina- 
tion, after which they are to be admitted to free pratique, 
provided they have had a normal journey, and are found in 
normal sanitary condition. In every other case notice is to be 
given to the Maritime Government, who will establish the further 
treatment for the respective vessels. Should the aforesaid vessels 
have touched some port of the Red Sea, the same are to be dealt 
with according to the instructions iu the circular No. 3501, dated 
August 11th, 1890. 


GREECE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, the following telegram, dated 
August 26th, from Her Majesty’s Representative at Athens:— 
“Cholera quarantine regulations in yesterday's Gazette. Tem- 
“ porary station established Delos. Vessels from Arabian shore 
“ of Red Sea five days’ observation if they have done quarantine 
“ in Red Sea; 11 days’ quarantine at Delos if not.” 

A telegram from Her Majesty’s Representative at Athens 
reports that arrivals from Egypt will be admitted to pratique after 
visit from medical officer, und severe examination of passengers 
and crew. 

The following telegram, dated September 10th, is from Her 
Majesty's Representative at Athens :—“ My telegram, June 28th, 
* Quarantine on ships from Spain. Five days’ observation as 
* before if provided with clean health bill, eleven days’ quarantine 
‘© at Delos if not.” 

The following is a copy of a telegram, dated September 21st, 
from Her Majesty's Representative at Athens :—“ Eleven days’ 
quarantine at Delos imposed on vessels having left Alexandretta 
after 15th instant.” 


TURKEY. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, a despatch, dated August 7th, from Her 
Majesty’s Representative at Constantinople, reporting that 11 cases 
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(of which five have proved fatal) of a doubtful malady, supposed 
to be cholera, have occurred at Nicolaieff, and the Ottoman 


authorities have recommended vigilance to their agents with 
regard to the arrivals from the Black Sea ports. 


RovumanIa. 


~ The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign A ffairs, the following telegram, dated August ] 2th, 
from Her Majesty’s Representative at Bucharest :—* Arrivals 
“ from Red Sea ports will be refused admittance at Sulina and 
“ Kustendjé, unless they have performed quarantine at a Turkish 
* Jazarette.” 


Matta. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Se retary of 
State for the Colonies, a copy of a notice, dated Septer.ver 11th, 
from the Governor of Malta, directing that vessels arriving from 
the province of Tripoli should be kept in quarantine for eight 
days. 


Cyprus. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, the following telegram, received on 
August 13th, from the High Commissioner of Cyprus :—“ Have 
“ ordered ten days’ quarantine on arrivals from Red Sea that 
“ have not been put in quarantine at intermediate port other than 
“ an Egyptian port.” 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, a copy of a notice, dated August 13th, 
from the High Commissioner of Cyprus, notifying that all vessels 
arriving in any port of Cyprus, except Larnaca, from the Red 
Sea, without having performed quarantine at some intermediate 
port other than an Egyptian port, shall be repelled. All arrivals 
at Larnaca from the Red Sea which have not performed quaran- 
tine at some intermediate port other than an Egyptian port, shall 
undergo a quarantine of 10 clear days. Passengers’ baggage and 
merchandise shall be landed in quarantine to undergo such 
disinfection as may be considered necessary. Rags are to be 
repelled. Non-susceptible merchandise shall not be liable to 
quarantine. Mails arriving from the Red Sea must be landed in 
quarantine. They will there be disinfected and delivered to the 
postal authorities with the greatest possible despatch, 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, the following telegram, dated September 
16th, from the Officer Administering the Government of Cyprus :— 
* Reports cholera broken out at Aleppo. Have ordered 10 days’ 
** quarantine on arrivals from Alexandretta that have not been 
put in quarantine at intermediate port.” 
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Eeypt. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a telegram from Her Majesty’s 
Representative at Alexandria, reporting that Island Galesarg has 
been released from quarantine. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, the following telegram, dated Septem- 
ber 16th, from Her Majesty’s Representative at Alexandria :— 
“Cholera existing at Aleppo in Syria since 12th instant. Egypt 
imposed quarantine.” 

The following is acopy of a telegram, dated September 16th, 
from Her Majesty’s Representative at Alexandria :—* Italian 
“ authorities notified existence cholera in Massowah. Quarantine 
“ imposed in Egypt against that port and all others in free 
* communication with it.” 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, the following telegram, dated Septem- 
ber 21st, from Her Majesty’s Representative at Alexandria :— 
*¢ Madras has been placed in quarantine.” 


TUNIS, 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, a despatch, dated September 10th, from 
Her Majesty’s Representative at Tunis, reporting that the Tunis 
Board of Health have decided to maintain the status quo regarding 
arrivals from Tripoli, to impose quarantine of eight days on 
arrivals from Egypt and Asia Minor, and to await the meeting of 
the Malta Board of Health before adopting any measures against 
that island. 


CoLoMBIA, 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, a despatch, dated August 16th, from 
Her Majesty’s Representative at Panama, reporting that the 
Governors of the Departments of Panama and Bolivar have 
decreed that vessels arriving from Spanish ports, or any other 
infected cholera port, will not be received in the ports of the 
Deparimenis. 
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IIL—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


SAMPLE PACKETS FOR PORTUGAL, 


Information having been received from the Portuguese postal 
authorities that no sample packets whatever for Portugal, sent vid 
Spain, will be allowed for the present to cross the Portuguese 
frontier, it has been decided to send all such packets by sea, by 
means of the direct mail steamers leaving this country for Lisbon, 
and, when practicable, vid Bordeaux, for conveyance thence by 
British or French packet. 


Maits FoR THE WEsT AND Soutu-West Coasts OF AFRIOA. 


The following statement shows the ports of call for the mail 
packets leaving Liverpool for the west and south-west coasts of 
Africa during the remainder of the month of October 1890 :— 

Saturday, 18th October.— Grand Canary, Goree, Dakar, 
Bathurst, Isles do Los, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Grand Bassa, Kroo 
Coast, Half Jack, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Accra, Addah, 
Lagos, Forcados, Benin, and New Calabar. 

Wednesday, 22nd October.—Grand Canary, Kroo Coast, Accra, 
Bonny, Old Calabar, Fernando Po, Cameroons, Eloby, Gaboon, 
St. Thomas, Loango, Black Point, Landana, Congo, Ambrizette, 
Kinsembo. Ambriz, and Loanda. 

Saturday, 25th October—Madeira, Teneriffe, Grand Canary, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Monrovia, Kroo Coast, Grand Bassam, 
Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Quitta, Lagos, Forcados, Brass, 
Akassa, and Opobo. 


Parcet Post Natan. (REDUCTION OF PosTAGE.) 


On and from the Ist October 1890, the postage on parcels for 
Natal was reduced to the following rates :— 


To any place 


To Durban in the Colony other 
and the Point. than Durban and 
the Point. 
Not exceeding 1 - 0: 


For each pound or fraction of a pound 
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The following are the chief special regulations for the parcel post 
with Natal :— 


Despatch of Parcels—Parcels for Natal are despatched from 
London every Friday morning. 

Weight and Dimensions.—No parcel may exceed 7 Ibs. in 
weight, 3 ft. 6 ins. in length, or 6 ft. in length and girth combined. 


Forbidden Articles parcel may contain a letter, dangerous 
articles, articles likely to injure other parcels, liquids unless 
securely packed in proper cases, specie, bullion, gold dust, nuggets, 
ostrich feathers, or firearms (except by permission of the Govern- 
ment). No parcel may excecd 50/. in value. 


Parcet Post with MApAGASCAR. 


Parcels can now be forwarded to the following places in or 
near Madagascar :—Diego Suarez, Mainterano, Majunga, Morot- 
songava, Morundava, Nossi Be, Ste. Marie, and Tamatave. Parcels 
for other places in Madagascar can only be forwarded if they 
bear the name of one of the foregoing places as part of the 
adress. 


Postage.—For a parcel not exceeding 3 lbs., 3s. 2d.; exceedinig 
3 lbs. but not exceeding 7 lbs., 3s. 7d. 


Weight and Dimensions.—No parcel may exceed 7 lbs. in 
weight, 2 ft. in length, or 4 ft. in length and girth combined. 


Forbidden Articles—No parcel may contain a letter, or articles 
of gold, silver, jewellery, &c. 

The general regulations of the foreign and colonial parcel post 
apply to parcels for Natal and Madagascar. 


Carr oF Goop Hops, Nata, Soutn AMERICA. 
(RESUMPTION OF SUPPLEMENTARY SERVICE vid 
LisBon.) 


The regular despatch of supplementary mails to the Cape and 
to South America vid Lisbon, temporarily interrupted by the 
quarantine restrictions on the Portuguese frontier, has now been 
resumed. 


ImiTaTION oF Post Orrice EnvELopPES, Carbs, Forms, 
Sramps, AND MARKs. 


In consequence of the frequent imitation for advertising purposes 
of the envelopes, post-cards, telegraph forms, money and postal 
order forms and other forms, and of the stamps and postmarks in 
use by the Post Office, the Postmaster-General thinks it right to 
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call the attention of the public to the contravention of the law 
involved in the practice. 


The Post Office (Protection) Act, 1884, enacts :— 
Section 6.—(1.) A person shall not, without due authority,— 

(a.) make, issue, or send by post or otherwise any envelope, 
wrapper, card, form, or paper in imitation of one issued by or 
under the authority of the Postmaster-General, or of any 
foreign or colonial postal authority, or having thereon any 
words, letters, or marks which signify or imply or may 
reasonably lead the recipient to believe that a post letter 
bearing the same is sent on Her Majesty’s service; or 

(2.) make on any envelope, wrapper, card, form, or paper for 
the purpose of being issued or sent by post or otherwise, or 
otherwise used, any mark in imitation of or similar to 
or purporting to be any stamp or mark of any post office 
under the Postmaster-Genera]l, or under any foreign or 
colonial postal authority, or any words, letters, or marks 
which signify or imply or may reasonably lead the recipient 
thereof to believe that a post letter bearing the same is 
sent on Her Majesty’s service ; or 

(c.) issue or send by post or otherwise any envelope, wrapper, 
card, form, or paper so marked. 

(2.) A person who acts in contravention of this section shall 
be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 40s. 

The imitation of Post Office forms and stamps is calculated not 
only to embarrass the officers of the department in the treatment 
of letters and telegrams and the performance of their duties, but 
also to mislead the public and to cause serious inconvenience and 
annoyance. Notice is therefore hereby given that legal proceedings 
will be instituted against any person or persons infringing the law 
as above set forth. 
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IV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 


Exemption of Meat Wrappers, &c. from Customs Duty. 


Mr J. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Petersburg, in a 
report to the Foreign Office dated the 16th September, says :— 

“ According to a recent order of the Committee of Ministers 
the special immunity from Customs duties granted in the matter 
of grain bags when brought to Russia for the purpose of 
exportation with grain and flour at the ports of the Baltic, Black, 
and Azov seas, has been extended to wrappers destined for 
wrapping or packing meat and meat products exported from 
Russia at the same ports. The operation of the Imperial order 
in question is to extend to the Ist (13th) of January 1891.” 


Anchorage Ground in Taganrog Roadstead 


Captain C. A. P. Talbot, Her Majesty’s Consul at Taganrog, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 28th August, encloses 
translation of a notice issued by the Customs authorities at that 
port, defining the anchorage ground for foreign vessels arriving in 
the Taganrog roadstead. The following is a copy of the translation 
in question :— 

The Taganrog Custom house hereby gives notice that, in 
accordance with authority received from the Customs department, 
and with the approval of the Direction of Lights and Pilotage in 
the Azov and Black Seas, in order to define more accurately the 
anchorage ground for foreign vessels arriving in the Taganrog 


roadstead, two beacons, painted green, surmounted by the Customs: 


flag, have been put down in 19 to 21 feet of water, extending in a 
southerly direction from the Beglitzky light vessel towards the 
Molchanov estate. All foreign vessels arriving in the roadstead 
from abroad must therefore anchor above the said beacons, 
otherwise they will not be allowed to commence loading before 
having received the Customs visit. Vessels which have received 
the visit, and, after taking part cargo, find that the depth of 
water is insufficient for them to fill up, may move lower down 
the roadstead, on receipt of permission from the Customs official 
in the roads. 


Regulations affecting Export of Flax. 


Mr. J. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Petersburg, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, forwards translation of the new 
Russian regulations relative to the exportation of flax from Russia 
which came into force on the 15th (27th) September last. The 
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observance of these regulations is, however, optional and not 
obligatory on the part of exporters, The following is a copy of 
the translation in question :— 

1, Exporters of flax on observing the following rules respecting 
the packing (§ 2) shall be furnished by respective Customs houses 
with certificates to the effect that the flax which is being exported 
satisfies the requirements of the said rules. 

2. In order to obtain the Customs certificate referred to in 
paragraph 1, the flax ‘destined for exportation must satisfy the 
following conditions :— 

(a.) Heads of flax shall be bound with only one band and shall 

have no knot. 

(b.) The bands of the flax heads shall consist only of flax. 

(c.) The weight of each head of flax shall not exceed 20 lbs. 
Russian. 

(d.) The flax when bound shall not be moistened, and the 
heads of flax shall not contain any foreign substances for 
increasing the weight of the heads. 

(e.) The heads of flax shall be packed in solid bales, 

(f:) Each bale shall bear the brand of the exporter. Specimens 
of these brands must be preliminarily submiited to the 
Department of Trade and Manufactures for approval and 
distribution among the Custom houses indicated by the 
exporter. 


3. An exporter of flax desirous of obtaining a certificate of 
the nature indicated in paragraph 1, must give due notice of such 
wish to the proper Custom house. This latter, after making a 
proper examination, and if the inspected flax shall be found to 
satisfy the rules specified in paragraph 2, shall place on each 
bale a special red mark consisting of the letters “Rev,” and 
bearing the designation of the Custom house, as also the date of 
inspection. 

4. For each inspected parcel of flax the Custom house shall 
give the exporter a special certificate, containing the date of 
inspection, the trade mark of the exporter, the number of examined 
baies, and their declared weight. 

5. In addition to the issue of certificates presented in para- 
graph 4, a special register shall be kept by the Custom houses for 
the entry of all consignments of flax abroad, the designation of 
the Christian and surnames of the consignor or the name of his 
firm ; the date of exportation abroad and the total weight ot the 
parcel exported as declared by the exporter; at the same time 
the date of the examination of the parcel, the trade mark of the 
exporter and the number of bales marked in the manner 
prescribed by paragraph 3, shall be entered in the same register. 

6. Custom houses shall, on the strength of the data contained 
in the above registers, furnish to applicants all requisite informa- 
tion and official vouchers they may wish to cbtain. 

7. The examination by Customs officials of flax destined for 
exportation may, at the request of exporters of the same, be 
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made in warehouses beyond the jurisdiction of the Customs 
authorities, subject, however, to the sanction of the chief officers 
of Customs districts or the directors of Custom houses situated 
beyond the jurisdiction of the former, and with the observance of 
all the necessary measures of precaution. 


Tue NETHERLANDS. 


Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 


According to the Moniteur Belge the following decisions 
affecting the classification of articles in the Netherlands Customs 
tariff have recently been given by the Netherlands Customs 
authorities :— 

Tomato marmalade, common, without seeds, and cooked with 
the addition of a very small quantity of salt, must be classified 
similarly to ordinary plum and apricot marmalade—without 
regard to the packing—under the heading “ Fruits not specially 
classified,” and pay, in consequence, the duty of 5 per cent. ad 
valorem. The same duty is applicable to tomatoes in water, 
whole or cut, but not prepared or preserved, and which—without 
regard to their packing—must be assimilated to fresh tomatoes. 

Flooring-boards, prepared so as to be perfectly ready to be 
joined together as flooring, are subject to the duty of 5 per cent. 
ad valorem. 


SWITZERLAND. 
Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 


Note.—Quintal = 220°4 lbs. avoirdupois. Franc = 958d. 

The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Swiss Customs tariff. have recently been given by the Swiss 
Customs authorities :— 

Articles prepared with kola, with label—Category 12. Duty, 
100 frances per quintal. 

Sesquichloride of chrome.—Category 16. Duty, 30 cents per 
quintal. 

Fire-pumps mounted on wheels.—Category 110. Duty, 6 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

Brass models for machine making.—Category 139. Duty, 
16 francs per quintal. 

Kola in powder, boxes, &c., without label—Category 190. 
Duty, 16 francs per quintal. 

.Galettes, biscuits, and pastilles of kola—Category 194. Duty, 
50 francs per quintal. 

Asbestos cord, 6 millimetres or more in thickness.—Category 
306a. Duty, 3 francs per quintal. 

In Category 307, after “asbestos twine” are added the words 
“less than 6 millimetres thick.” 
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Manufactures of felt, without needlework, bleached.—Category 
346. Duty, 16 frances per quintal. 

Skins of animals, with the head stuffed, simply pared round the 
edges, neither cut nor adjusted.—Category 382. Duty, 8 franes 
per quintal. 

Aniline oil (raw aniline)—Category 17. Duty, 1 franc per 
quintal. 

Glassware engraved with the aid of an acid.—Category 47a. 
Duty, 16 francs per quintal. 

Wooden sieves, common.—Category 71. Duty, 12 franes per 
quirtal. 

a sieves, fine.—Category 72a. Duty, 40 francs per 
quintal. 

Book-covers and book-wrappers, printed.—Category 91. Duty, 
1 franc per quintal. 

“Bouillon Fleet.”—Category 234. Duty, 20 francs per 
quintal, 

Sheets of plaited reeds, covered with sail-cloth, painted, for 
making trunks.—Category 312. Duty, 20 francs per quintal. 


FRANCE. 


Tonnage Dues on Vessels Entering the Bay of the Somme. 


According to a decree of the President of the French 
Republic, published in the Journal Officiel for the 2nd Septem- 
ber, the Chamber of Commerce at Abbeville is empowered to 
levy a tonnage due of 40 centimes per ton on all ships, French 
or foreign, entering the Bay of the Somme with cargoes, or for 
the purpose of taking in cargo while there, the port of Crotoy 
forming an exception. Certain classes of vessels are exempted 
from this due, such as ships not engaged in trading, which will 
include vessels entering from stress of weather, ships of the 
State or employed in its service, pilot vessels and tugs, and certain 
fishing and coasting vessels. : 


Reduction of Tonnage Dues at Dunkirk. 


The Earl of Lytton, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 28th August, encloses a 
copy of a presidential decree published in the Journal Officiel of 
the same date, reducing from 70 to 16 centimes per ton the 
tonnage dues levied at Dunkirk for harbour improvements, 


FRANCE—ALGERIA. 


New Tonnage Dues at Algiers, 


The Journal Officiel for the 31st Avgust publishes a decree of 
the French President authorising the é 


hamber of Commerce of 


398 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, [Oct. 1890. 


Algiers to collect a tonnage due of 15 centimes per ton register 
on every French or foreign ship entering with cargo or coming to 
load in the port of Algiers. In the case of vessels simply touching 
at Algiers without taking or discharging the whole of their cargo 
this tax will be reduced. 


TUNIS. 


Free Exports of Grain to France. 

Mr. R. Drummond-Hay, Her Majesty’s Consul at Tunis, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, dated the 27th August, transmits a 
copy of a decree of the French Government, dated the 21st 
August 1890, and published in La Dépéche Tunisienne of the 
27th, fixing the quantities of grain, being the produce of Tunis, 
that will be admitted in France free of duty until the 30th June 
1891, subject to the conditions of the new Customs tariff of the 
19th July 1890. These quantities areas follows: wheat, 950,000 
metric quintals (a metric quintal is equivalent to 220°4 lbs. 
avoirdupois); barley, 700,000 met. quintals; oats, 25,000 met. 
quintals ; and maize, 25,000 met. quintals, 


SPAIN. 
Revision of Consular Fees. 


Sir F. Clare Ford, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 24th September, trans- 
mits copies of the revised “ Table of Spanish Consular Fees, 1890,” 
(Aranceles Consulares de 1890) which has just been issued 
together with translation of those portions of Arts. 1 and 2 which 
have been altered. This translation reads as follows :— 


Table of Consular Fees (Services relating to Navigation and 
Trade). 


Art. 1. After the words “ due at each of the ports where they 
may have received cargo or passengers for Spain” (fourth para- 
graph), the following clause has been inserted :— 

“ Vessels clearing from one foreign port for another with cargo 
in transit for Spain, shall pay the full fees due for the voyage.” 

Art. 2. Separate fees for granting bill of health, and for visa 
to bill of health have been abolished, and fees of an amount 
slightly larger than those formerly collected under the former 
head are to be levied under the specified-circumstances. 

The following clause is omitted :— When a Spanish vessel 
“ clears for a foreign port, in ballast, or with cargo for that port, 
“ no fees shall be exacted.” 

The article as amended reads as follows:-— — 

“ Vessels, whether Spanish or foreign, which clear (1) in ballast 
for Spanish ports ; or (2) in transit, although their manifest, or, if 
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there be no manifest, their memorandum of cargo, and bills of 
lading of the cargo, which is not for Spain, be attested, shall pay 
for fees of the voyage or attestation of such documents as are 
required for their clearance :— 


— First Column. Second Column. 
Pesetas. Pesetas. 
Vessels under 100 tons nett - : 6 8 
» from10lto500tons - 12 20 
i s» 501 to 1,000 tons - - 20 30 
nf » 1,001 and upwards - 30 40 


“ A moiety of the foregoing fees shall be paid (1) by vessels 
clearing in ballast from a foreign port for Spain if through stress 
of weather they put into another foreign port and clear thence in 
ballast for the port of their destination ; (2) by Spanish vessels 
clearing from one foreign port for another, in ballast, or with cargo 
not shipped for a Spanish port.” 


SERVIA. 


New Customs Regulations. 


Her Majesty’s Minister at Belgrade has reported that the 
Servian decree respecting new Customs regulations as to goods 
passing through Trieste and Fiume, a translation of which was 
published at p. 283 of the Board of Trade Journal for last month, 
applies only to bills of lading and not to certificates of origin. 


UNITED StTATEs. 


Cutlery Clauses of Tariff Bill. 


Sir Julian Pauncefote, Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 26th August, 
encloses extracts from the Congressional Record containing the 
report of a debate in the Senate on the clauses of the Tariff Bill 
which concern cutlery together with a short précis of the principal 
arguments and facts adduced. The amendments proposed to the 
Senate Bill (clauses 159-162) were rejected, and the duties pro- 
posed were carried. The following is a copy of the précis referred 
to above :— 

Paragraph 159,—Cutlery—Mr, McPherson called attention to 
a table showing that on the cheapest grades of pocket knives the 
proposed duty would be 116 per cent. ad valorem, while on the 
more expensive grades the duty would be only 76 per cent. ad 
valorem. He moved an amendment to strike out the classification 


by value of the specific rates and to make the duty 45 per cent. 
ad valorem, 
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Mr. Vest quoted Mr. Saxton, President of the Hardware 
Association, as expressing himself strongly against an increase of 
duties. He maintained that while certain grades of cutlery could 
nct be produced in the United States, yet, in the middle class, 
American manufacturers are holding their own. 

Mr. Platt (Republican) quoted tables showing that the average 
duty would be 73 per cent. He maintained that the manufacturers 
of pocket cutlery in America were steadily “ going to the wall,” 
and quoted tables and figures in support of his argument. 

Mr. Carlisle (Democratic), summarising the arguments of his 
opponents, aked how a languishing industry could be revived by 
a law which made production more expensive, while the produc 
was sold for no higher price ? f 

Mr. Platt explained ae this could be done, and insisted that 
the price would remain the same, and only the foreign dealers 
suffer. 

Mr. Vest quoted a case in which Connecticut manufacturers 
had used English brands “ with the lion rampant upon them and 
with the words ‘cutlers to the Quéen.’” 

Mr. Hiscock (Republican) pointed out that in 1882, 1,462,500 
dollars worth of cutlery was imported against 2,006,175 dollars in 
1889. And in 1882 the total American product was 1,320,090 
dollars against 730,000 dollars in 1889. 

Mr. Hawley (Republican) quoted a number of cases in which 
American manufacturers had imported German goods marked 
with American brands. He also quoted the case of the Collins 
Axe Company in England. 

The Senate adjourned without a vote, August 21st, 1890. 

Mr. Vest quoted figures to prove that the statement that the 
importation of cutlery had largely increased was “ absolutely 
without foundation.” 

Mr. Hiscock quoted the official statistics proving a steady 
increase in importation. . 

Mr. Vest quoted a statement from the evidence before the 


Finance Committee as to the fact “that many goods made in this’ 


country were stamped with English names.” He also quoted 

figures to show that the increased duty on cutlery would amount 

Pr 95 per cent. as against 50 per cent., the amount of the present 
uty. 

Mr. Platt gave an instance — to one complained of by 
Sheffield manufacturers) in which a German firm had put on their 
knives a name which sounds American, though it represents no 
real firm (the Meriden Knife Company). 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Plumb (Republican) moved an amendment making the 
duty to average 70 per cent. instead of 120 per cent. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Paragraph 160 was passed without any amendment being 
proposed. 

Paragraph 161.—Mr. McPherson proposed an amendment 
making the duty on table knives, &c. 35 per cent. ad valorem. 


~~ 
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Mr. Carlisle read a statement showing that American goods 
were sold at higher prices in America than abroad. The difference 
amounted to from 15 to 17 per cent. “against the American 
purchaser, and in favour of the foreigner.” ; 

This statement was supported by Mr. Vest, who read the price 
lists of goods for exportation to the Argentine Republic. 

Mr. McPherson’s amendment was rejected. 


Paragraph 162.—Mr. McPherson read a letter from Mr, Saxton 
(representing American importers) enclosing tables showing that 
“the American files were selling at a lower price than the cost 
of foreign files on the other side.” He also read a table supplied 
by the same gentleman giving the cost of files of English manu- 
facture sold in the United States. He proposed a duty of 50 per 
cent, ad valorem. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Customs tariff and the application of the Customs law of the 
United States were recently given by the United States Customs 
authorities :— 

Hat cases made of tin, — painted, and provided with hinges 
and clasps, and containing each one hat; and cases for epaulettes, 
composed of tin, differing in no essential feature from the hat cases, 
except in their size and shape, and that they contain each one 
pair of epaulettes, intended as permanent receptacles for chapeaus 
and epaulettes, are dutiable at the rate of 100 per cent. ad valorem. 

So-called “zithers,” manufactures of steel which, although known 
as zithers, are used as attachments to music-boxes for varying 
their tone, and not in themselves musical instruments, are dutiable 
at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

Completed lap-tablets, manufactured wholly of paper consisting 
of a portfolio and a receptacle, or small box, for inkstand and 
pens combined, so that they are something more than the “small 
oblong boxes intended to be attached to portfolios,” are dutiable 
as paper boxes at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

honograph cylinders composed principally of wax, of small 
value in themselves and bearing upon their surface the impressions 
made by the stylus of the phonograph when recording messages, 
letters, &c., and in effect occupying the same position in the trans- 
portation of correspondence as do the paper sheets upon which 
communications have heretofore been inscribed or type-written, 
should be treated in the same manner as other ordinary mail 
matter, and subjected to no other or further inspection by Customs 
officials than may be necessary to protect the interests of the 
revenue. 

Wood-pulp being manifestly not a manufacture of paper, but 
of wood, and not being intended for tH makers’ use, imported 
expressly for filtering purposes, is dutiable at the rate of 35 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

64181. B 
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Binitro toluole, a chemical compound composed in part of 
benzole, which was probably derived from coal-tar, and in part of 
nitric acid, which is obtained from a different source, is dutiable 
at the rate of 25 percent. ad valorem, 

Printed felt, commercially known and generally used as 
“ drugget ” for covering stairs and floors, is dutiable as drugget at 
15 cents per square yard and 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

Pieces of brass castings, brass and iron tubes, and spun brass 
knobs, all of which were partially manufactured and intended for 
use in the manufacture of metallic bedsteads, are dutiable at the 
rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

Stone beer mugs and jugs having metal lids, variously elaborated, 
forming a substantial and leading feature of the merchandise, are 
dutiable at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

So-called shot chains, consisting of small iron or brass balls, 
fastened with small iron or brass swivels, not the ordinary chains 
of commerce, used chiefly for purposes of ornamentation in the 
manufacture of chandeliers and other articles where a cheap metal 
pendant is used, are dutiable at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

Certain naphthol salt held to be dutiable, at the rate of 25 per 
cent. ad valorem, under the provision for chemical compounds and 
salts in T. L., 92. 

The date of importation of goods entered for immediate trans- 
portation without appraisement is the date of arrival at the first 
port of entry in the United States. 

The Department held in cases of domestic liquors which had 
once been exported and returned and of exportation of tax-paid 
spirits for drawback (1) that domestic spirits exported without 
payment of tax, being liable on re-importation to duty, under 
section 2525, Revised Statutes, are subject to all the provisions of 
the Customs laws relating to imported dutiable merchandise ; (2) 
that such returned liquors, like other dutiable merchandise, if 
transported to a port of delivery under an I.-T. bond, may be 
withdrawn from warehouse for transportation in bond to a port of 
entry, and there re-warehoused and withdrawn for exportation, 
but that if the merchandise reached the port of delivery under a 
warehouse ‘and transportation bond, it can not be withdrawn 
otherwise than for consumption; (3) that tax-paid distilled spirits 
can be entered for exportation with benefit of drawback, under 
internal revenue law, only at a port of entry in the manner 
specified on page 187, et seq., of the regulations. 

The Department held that baskets manufactured from glass 
intended for use as card-baskets are not entitled to entry under the 
provisions in T. I., 395, for “ Baskets, &c., composed of grass, 
osier, palm-leaf, whalebone, or willow, or straw,” but are dutiable 
as manufactures of glass at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem, 
under T. I., 143. 

The Department held that a bill of lading must be presented in 
all cases before entry is permitted. 

Notaries public, appointed under the Act of June 10th, 1890, 
are not authorised to take the declarations of importers for use at 
ports other than those at which they are appointed, 


| | 
| 
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| 


Oct. 1890.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 403 


Under the provisions of section 19, Act of June 10th, 1890, 
inland-transportation charges do not form an element of the 
dutiable value of goods. 

Certain paper, claimed to be sheathing paper, entitled to entry 
at the rate of 10 per cent. ad valorem in T. I., 389, and which has 
been subjected to a process by which it was rendered impervious 
to grease and water, was held to be not the sheathing paper of 
commerce, but to be subject to duty at the rate of 25 per cent. ad 
valorem in T, I., 392, for “all other paper,” &c. 

The Department held that oaths administered to secure the free 
entry of personal effects, &c. are not required to be administered 
by a Customs notary public, and that the provisions of Depart- 
ment’s circular of July 12th, 1890, are applicable only to the 
declarations prescribed by the Act of June 10th, 1890, and not to 
oaths required either by the law or the regulations. 

Extract of malt, which is not a proprietary preparation, but is 
ut up either in bottles without labels or in bulk, held to be 
utiable, not as a medicinal preparation under T. L., 93, but at the 

rate = 20 per cent. ad valorem, as an unenumerated manufactured 
article, 

The Department held that the additional duty imposed by 
section 7 of the Act approved June 10th, 1890, should not be 
assessed on fractional parts of 1 per cent. of the excess of the 
appraised value over the entered value, but that such additional 
2 per cent. should be levied only for each 1 per cent. of the excess. 

In case of oxygen gas imported in iron bottles or cylinders 
it was held that such bottles or cylinders are dutiable at the 
same rate as their contents, the value thereof being included in the 
dutiable value. 

Notice of advance in value upon appraisement shall be given 
the importer in substantially the form prescribed by Article 462, 
Regulations of 1884, except that the words “two official days 
after the date of this’ notice” are substituted for the words 
“ within twenty-four hours from the receipt hereof.” 


Entry and Appraisement of Imported Merchandise, 


In order to conform to the requirements of the Act of 10th June 
1890, certain of the Customs regulations in force in the United 
States concerning the entry and appraisement of imported 
merchandise have had to be revised. A circular, dated the 7th 
August, has been issued from the Treasury Department to collectors 
and other officers of Customs, showing the extent to which 
procedure under the existing regulations is to be modified. 
Copies of these revised regulations have been received at the 
Board of Trade and may be seen on application at the offices of 
that Department, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 5.W. 


Free entry of Books, Pamphlets, c. in successive Parts, Numbers, 
or Volumes. 


The following circular was issued from the Treasury Depart- 
ment of the United States on 19th July last — 


B 2 
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In conformity with the proviso to section 4 of the Act of 
June 10th, 1890, entitled “ An Act to simplify the laws in relation 
to the collection of the revenue,” the following regulations are 
prescribed for the free admission of books and other publications 
entitled to free entry under existing laws, which may be issued 
in serial numbers or parts, or successive volumes, viz. :— 

On the entry of the first of such parts or volumes imported 
on or after 1st August next (1890), a declaration in the form 
prescribed in the Department’s instructions of 8th June 1889, 
substituting therein the words “declare” and “declaration” for 
the words “swear” and “oath” or “affidavit” wherever they 
eccur, will be required when such publications are imported b 
dealers for institutions entitled to the privilege of free entry, whic 
declaration will be attached to the entry and required to show 
that the book or publication forms part of a series. 

On entry of each subsequent part, number, or volume, the 
importer will be required to specify in such entry, by number and 
date, the entry to which the declaration above prescribed is 
attached, and if, on examination of the entry and declaration, the 
book or document is found to be continuous and of the same 
series or kind as the part or number or volume covered thereby, 
such subsequent part, number, or volume will be admitted free of 
duty without the production of another declaration. 

The same course will be pursued when the books or publications 
are imported by the institution or its agent, except that the form 
of declaration to be required will modelled on the oath 
prescribed in Article 407, Regulations of 1884. 

These instructions may also be applied to books included in one 
order but imported by different vessels at different times, if the 
declaration filed with the first entry specifies all the books included 
in such order. 


Abolition of Oaths, 


The following is a copy of a circular issued by the United 
States Treasury Department on the 16th August :— 

The 22nd section of the Act of June 10th, 1890, provides “ that 
“all * * * oaths administered by officers of the Customs 
“ except as provided in this Act, under or by virtue of existing 
“ laws of the United States, upon the entry of imported goods 
“ and the passing thereof through the Customs, and also upon all 
* entries of domestic goods, wares, and merchandise for exporta- 
* tion, be, and the same are hereby abolished; and in case of 
** entry of merchandise for exportation, a declaration in lieu of 
“ an oath shall be filed in such form and under such regulations 
‘“¢ as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury.” 

Under this provision oaths prescribed by law to be administered 
by officers of Customs are abolished in the cases where declarations 
are substituted therefor, which declarations are prescribed in the 
case of original entries and entries for exportation in sections 5 
and 22, and, in the case of the entry of certain books, in the 
proviso to section 4 of said Act. 
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All other oaths prescribed by law or oe pmereng as in the case 
of personal and household effects, tools of trade, &c., of persons 
from foreign countries, and of articles imported for various 
societies and institutions, will still be required. 

The concluding paragraph of the Department’s circular No. 54, 
of July 19th last, is hereby amended by substituting therein for 
the word “declaration”? the words “ preliminary oath prescribed 


by the Departments circular of June 8th, 1889.” 


PANAMA. 


Tax on Alcohol. 


Mr. C. C. Mallet, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at 
Panama, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 20th August, 
forwards the substance of an executive decree imposing a tax on 
alcohol, &c. in the department of Panama. 

The decree comes into effect on January Ist, 1891, and 
imposes the following taxes or tariff of charges on either imports 
or stock on hand :— 

Alcohol, 15 cents (4}d.) per kilo. on gross weight of each 
package. 

Brandy, rum,* gin, whisky, &c., 10 cents (3d.) per kilo. gross 
weight. 

_ Claret and ordinary wines known as sweet and dry wines, ale, 
beer, and mineral waters are exempt from the effects of this 
decree. 


BRAZIL. 


Regulations respecting Commercial Travellers. 


With reference to the information published at pp. 159-62 of 
the Board of Trade Journal for August last as to the regulations in 
force respecting commercial travellers in extra-European countries, 
Mr. H. Wyndham, Her Majesty's Minister at Rio de Janeiro, in 
a despatch to the Foreign Office dated the 28th July, transmits a 
translation of a note which he had received from Senhor Bocayuva 
on the subject of such regulations in Brazil. The information it 
contains is as follows :—- : 

Commercial travellers (caizeiros ambulantes) who offer goods 
for sale in the interior of Brazil by means of samples, being, as 
they are, in fact, the agents of the commercial firms to which they 
belong, which firms pay taxes inthe localities in which they are 
established, are not subject to any imposition on behalf of the 
general revenue: they may, however, be subjected to some 
municipal contribution by the States in which they travel. 

Those, however, who may establish themselves .in any place, 
and sell their goods on commission, are considered as commission 
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merchants (commissarios), and as such are liable to the charges 
mentioned in Tables (A) and (D) of the regulations established 
by Decree No. 9870 of nd 22nd February 1888. 


Conco FREE STATE, 


Export Duties on Caoutchouc and Ivory. 


The Bulletin du Musée Commercial says that from and after 
the 1st October (1890), exports of caoutchouc and ivory are to be 
subjected to the payment of the following duties :— 

Caoutchouc, 50 francs per 100 kilogrammes ; ivory, 200 francs 
per 100 kilogrammes. 


NATAL. 


Customs Tariff. 


The following is a statement of the rates of duty now levied on 
articles imported into Natal :— 


Articles. Rates of Duty. 
s. d. 
Ale, beer, and cider, per gallon - . - - - 009 
Bacon, hams, and lar’ pees Ib. - - - - 00 2 
Beads, per lb. - 00 2 
Blankets and sheets, cotton, the single article in pairs, 0 or in the 
piece, for every 100/. value - 15 0 0 


Blankets and rugs, woollen, or of and 
commonly used as woollen blankets or rugs, the single ame, 
in pairs, or in the piece, for every 100/. value - 

Butter, butterine, or other substances om as butter, per Ib. 

Candles, per Ib. - 

Cement, Portland or Roman, per ‘not exceeding “400 Ibs. 
per cask - 

Cheese, perlb. - - - - 

Chicory, per 100 Ibs. - 

Matches, in boxes or other ‘packages, each | containing not more 
than 100 matches, the gross of boxes. - . - 

Mealies and mealie meal, ewt. - 

Jams, per Ib. 

Coats or jackets made of blanketing or baize, for ony 1001. value 

Cocoa, confectionery, jellies, bottled, tinned, and dried fruits, 
preserved and pressed vegetables, ‘pickles, sauces, salted and 
proserved meats, and potted and tinned _ - lb. or pint = - 

Coke and patent fuel, asi ton - - 

Coffee, per Ib. - 

Guas and gun barrels, each barrel - - - 

Gunpowder, per Ib. - 

Paraffin oil, and raw and boiled linseed oil, per gallon - 

Other oils, imported in vessels containing not less than half 
per gallon : 
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Articles. Rates of Duty. 
£8. d. 

Pistols, pistol barrels, or set of barrels, each - - - 0 5 0 
Picks and hoes (called Kafir oe and ROMA), each ~ - 0 0 6 
Rice, per cwt. - 
Spirits of all sorts, not eweetoned, not exceeding the strength 0 

proof by Skyes’ hydrometer, and so in poeperten for any ee 090 

strength, per gallon - 
Spirits (sweetened or perfumed), liqueurs, and cordial, oe gallon 
Sugar ewt. - 0 8 6 
Do. (refined), per Ib - - - - 0o 1 
Tea, perlb. - - - - 0 0 6 
(not manufactured), per Ib. - - 0 0 6 
Do. (manufactured), per Ib. - - - - 2 
Do. (cigars), per Ib. 04 0 
Wines other than Pontac, claret, and sparkling wines, a gallon 0 4 0 
Do., sparkling, per gallon - - ~ 05 0 
Do., Pontac, per gallon - - - - 020 
Do., claret, per gallon = - 6 

, wares, and merchandise, nn otherwise charged with duty, 
not prohibited to be imported, and not exempted from duty ~ 
Schedule B of this Law, for every 100/. value - - 5 0 


The following shall be added to the list of goods, wares, and 
merchandise which may be imported free of duty :— 


Steel plates. 

Plates of iron and steel combined. 
Block tin and ingot tin. 

Brass in bars. } 

siege in Pigs, bars, and ingots. 
Sheep dip 

Paper for: newspaper printing and book 


Wire rope. 

Materials for use in construction of 
railways and tramways, such materials 
to mean as follows:— Rails, sleepers, 
fastenings for rails or sleepers, iron 
girders, iron bridgework, culvert tops, 
locomotives, tenders, ballast trucks, 


printing purposes. 
Printing types and machinery. 
Yellow metal sheathing nails. 


goods waggons, railway carriages, engine 
water tanks, turntables, and railway 
signals, 


The following articles are added to the list of those which 
may be removed from any bonding warehouse for conveyance 
beyond the borders of the colony on payment of the transit rates 


specified below :— 
Articles. Rates of Duty. 
£8. d, 
Blankets and rugs, cotton and woollen, the ~~ article, in 7 
or in the piece, per 100/. value - - $3 00 
Beer, ale, and stout, in the wood, at per gallon 0 0 8 


Cocoa, confectionery, jellies, bottled, tinned, and dried fruits, pre- 
served and pressed vegetables, pickles, sauces, salted and 
preserved meats, and potted or tinned fish, per Ib. or pint = - 

Matches, in boxes or other packages, each containing net more 
than 100 matches, at per gross of boxes - - 

Picks and hoes (called Kafir ‘Picks and hoes) each ~ 

Guns, of an value in of 8. or at per 


barrel 


Pistols, of an original value in Europe of 3l. or upwards, at 


barrel - 
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Section 4 of Law No. 1 of 1889 is repealed, and the 
following substituted therefor: — Whenever it shall appear 
advisable to the Governor in Council that the Customs duty 
levied upon raw materials, refined sugar, or cocoa-nut oil used in 
any industry in this colony might be refunded, it shall be lawful 
for the Governor in Council to make to the manufacturer a refund 
of the whole or of any portion of such duty as may have been paid. 


LaGos. 
Restrictions on Imports of Firearms, §c. 


A proclamation of Sir C, A. Moloney, Governor of the colony 
of Lagos, dated the 22nd August, prohibits the importation of 
firearms, ammunition, and gunpowder, except according to the 
following rules and conditions :— 

Every person intending to import or bring into the jurisdiction 
any number of firearms exceeding in the aggregate 25, or any 
quantity of any kind of ammunition or gunpowder, except ball 
cartridges exceeding in the aggregate 100 lbs. in weight, or any 
ball cartridges shall, before so doing, give notice of such intention 
to the collector of Customs and give security by bond with one 
or more sufficient sureties in such amount as that officer, having 
regard to the number or quantity of firearms, ammunition, or 
gunpowder intended to be imported or brought into the jurisdic- 
tion, shall fix, not to sell any of the arms, ammunition, or 
gunpowder to any state or tribe at war or about to engage in 
war, nor to any subject or member of any such state or tribe, 
nor to any person taking or about to take part in any war, nor 
for any of the purposes of war. 

Every person so intending as aforesaid shall, before importing 
or bringing into the jurisdiction any of the firearms, ammunition, 
or gunpowder, answer fully and truly to the best of his ability 
all questions relative thereto which shall be put to him by the 
Collector of Customs. 


TRINIDAD. 
Reduction of Export Duty on Cocoanuts. 


_ A despatch, dated the 11th August, has been received from the 
Government Statist of Trinidad to the effect that the export duty 
on cocoanuts has been lowered from 1s. 6d. to 1s. per thousand. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
Reduction of Duty on Pearl Sheil. 


According to the “Pearl Shell Duty Reduction Act” of 
Western Australia, recently approved = the Legislative Council 
thereof, the Customs duty on pearl shells exported is reduced 
from 4/, to 2/, per ton.~ 
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V.—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF CANADA. 


The following is a statement of the rates of import duty now 
levied under the new Customs tariff of Canada, As the whole 
tariffis too voluminous for publication in one issue of the Board 
of Trade Journal, it is proposed to continue it in the next number. 


Articles. . Duties levied. 
Dols. Cts. 

Animals, living, viz.: —Cattle and 30 °/, ad val. 
Live hogs - - - | Lb. 0°02 
Animals, living, of all kinds not elsewhere specified - = 20 °/, ad ak 
Barrelled pork, in brine, made from the sides of heavy hogs 

after the hams and shoulders are cut off, and containing 

not more than 16 pieces to the barrel of 200 lbs. weight, 

the barrel containing the same to be free of duty - | Lb. 0°014 
Salted beef in barrels, the barrel ommnng the same to = - 

free of duty - » 0°02 
Meats fresh or salted, not elsewhere specified - -!| » 0°03 
Dried or smoked meats and meats preserved in any other 

way than by being salted or Pickied, not elsewhere 

specified - ” 0°03 

Ct imported in tins, the weight to ineinde the weight of the 

tin.) 

Poultry and game of all kinds - - ~ 20 °/, ad val. 
Extract of beef or fluid beef, not medicated 25 °/, ad val. 
Lard untried, the weight of ‘the package, wie of tin, to be 

included in the weight for duty - Lb. 0:02 
De., tried or rendered, the weight of the package, when of 

tin, to be included in the weight al duty - ” 0°03 
Tallow - - 0:01 
Paraffine wax, stearic steazine of all kinds » - 0°03 
Candles, tallow - - - 0:02 
Do., paraffine wax - - - - - 0°05 
Do., all other, including sperm - - - 


” 
25 °/, ad val. 

Soap, common brown and yellow, not Lb. 
Do., perfumed or toilet, the weight of the inside packages |] ,, 0° 

and wrappers to be included in the weight for duty - } and 10 °/, ad val. 
Castile soap, mottled or white, and white soap - - «| Lb 0°02 
Soap powders, pumice, silver, and mineral soaps, sapolio, 

and other like articles, the weight of the package to be 


included in the weight for duty { - =} 9 0:08 } 
British gum, dressing, sizing cream, and sizing » 0°01 
Glue, sheet, broken sheet, and ground - -l y 0:03 
Mucilage and liquid glue - - - 80 °/, ad val 
Feathers, viz., ostrich and am undressed - - 15 °/, ad val. 
Do., do., dressed - 35 °/, ad val. 
Do., of all kinds not elsewhere specified - - : 25 °/, ad val. 

uills - e 20 ad val. 
Hair, curled - - - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Hair-cloth of all kinds . - 80 °/,, ad val. 


Breadstuffs, grain and flour and meal of all kinds, ; when 
ed by water in transitu, 20 °/, ad val. upon the 
appraised value, such appraised value to be ascertained 
as provided by, 71, 73, 75, 76 of 
Customs Act” 


20 °/, ad val. 
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Articles. Duties levied. 
Dols. Cts 
Barley - - - | Bushel 0°15 
Beans - - - 0°15 
Buckwheat - - - - - - - - 0°10 
Buckwheat meal or flour - - | Lb. oO: 
Indian corn - - - | Bushel 0:07 
Cornmeal - - - - - - | Barrel 0°40 
Macaroni and vermicelli - - - - - | Lb. 0°02 
Oats - - - - | Bushel 0°10 
Peas - | Bushel 0°10 
Rye - - - - 0°10 
Rye flour - -  -| Barrel 0°50 
Rice, unclesned, unbulled, or paddy - - - 173 °/, ad val. 
Rice - - - | Lb. 0-013 
Rice and sago flour - - 0°02 
Wheat - - = - Bushel 0°15 
Wheat flour - - | Barrel 0°75 
Seeds, viz. :—Garden, field, and other for agricultural 
or other purposes not otherwise ee for when in 
bulk or in large parcels - - - 10 °/, ad val. 
when put in small or parecls - - 25 °/, ad val. 
= seed - - | Bushel 0:10 
ground - - 25 slo ad val, 
Mustard cake = - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Malt upon omy for warchouse, subject to excise - 
tions Bushel 0°15 
Extract of malt (non-alecholie) for medicinal purposes - 25 °/, ad val. 
Hops - Lb. 0°06 
Compressed yeast, iu bulk or mass of not less than 50 Bi 3 Dery 0°04 
Yeast cakes and baking powder in packages weighing 1 Ib. 
or over, and compressed yeast in packages weighing 
1 Ib. or over but not over 50 lbs., the weight of the 
package to be included in the weight ‘for duty - 2 es 0:06 
Yeast cakes, compressed yeast, and baking powders in 
packages of less than 1 lb. in weight, the weight of the 
package to be in for -| » 0°08 
Butter - - -| » 0°04 
Cheese - 0°08 
Coffee, green, from the United States - - am 10 °/, ad val. 
b. 
Do., roasted or ground, from the United States - -{ and 10 °/, ad rea L 8 
Do., do., and all imitations of and substitutes om - 
elsewhere specified - Lb. 0°03 
Extract of coffee or substitutes therefor, of “all kinds i en 0°05 
Chicory, raw or green - ~ be 0°03 
Do., or other root or vegetable used as a substitute for 
coffee, kiln dried, roasted or ground ~ s 0°04 
Cocoa paste and chocolate —_ other pape of cocoa, 
not sweetened - oT » 0°04 
Do., do., containing sugar - - 0°05 
Tea from the United States  - - - - 10 *!/ ad val, 
Biscuits of all kinds, not sweetened - . - , ad val, 
Sweetened biscuits of all kinds, popcorn, preserved ginger, 
condensed milk, not and coffee 
with milk, not sweetened - 35 °/, ad val. 
Starch, including farina, corn starch or four, and “all pre- 
parations having the — of starch, not ounetened, 
or flavoured ~ Lb. 0°02 
When sweetened or flavoured the weight of the pack- 
age to be in all cases in the 
duty 0°04 
Milk food and other similar preparations 30 °/, ad val.- 
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Articles. 


Duties levied, 


Sugar, melado, concentrated melado, concentrated cane-) 
juice, concentrated molasses, concentrated beet-root 
juice and concrete, when imported direct from the 
country of growth and production for refining purposes 
only, not over No. 14 Dutch standard:in colour, and not 
testing over 70° by the polariscopic ote one cent per 
pound, and for every additional degree shown by meet 
scopic test 34 cents per 100 Ibs. additional - 

Do., not for refining purposes, not over No. 14 Dutch® 
standard in colour, when imported direct from the 
country of growth and production, one cent per pound 
and 30 °/, ad val. on the value thereof, free on board 
at the last port of shipment - 

All sugars above No. 14 Dutch standard in colour, and 
refined sugar of all kinds, grades, or standards, 1 
cents per pound and 35 °/, ad val. on the value thereof, 
free on board at the last port of shipment - 

On all sugars not imported direct without teanshipmeent 
from the country of growth and production, there shall 
be levied and collected of aad — duty so other- 
wise payable thereon - 

Provided that when any cargo of sugar imported for 
refining purposes is found to grade, in part, above 
No. 14 Dutch standard in colour, such part to the ex- 
tent of not exceeding 15 °/, of the whole of the cargo 
may be admitted to enter by polariscopic test. 

Glucose or grape sugar, to be classed and rated for duty as 
sugar according to grade by Dutch standard in colour. 

Sugar candy, brown or white, and confectionery, including 
sweetened gums, candied peels, condensed milk when 
sweetened, and with milk 
sweetened 

Saccharin, or any ae containing over ‘one-half of 1 per 
cent. thereof 

Molasses derived from Taw cane sugar in the process of} 

its manufacture direct from the cane, not refined or 
filtered or bleached or clarified, testing by the polari- 
scope 30° or over and not over 56°, when imported 
- direct without transhipment from the country of growth 
and production, a specific duty of 1} cents per gallon, 
or when not so imported of 4 cents per gallon - - 

When testing over 56° and imported direct without tran- 
shipment from the country of growth and production, 
a specific duty of 6 cents per gallon, or when not so 
imported of 8 cents per gallon; the package in which 
’ it is imported to be in all cases exempt from duty - 

Syrups, not elsewhere specified, cane juice, refined syrup, ) 
sugar-house syrup, syrup of sugar, syrup of molasses, 
syrup of sorghum, corn syrup, glucose syrup, and all 
syrups or molasses produced in the process of manu- 
facture of refined sugars, or in the refining of sugars, 


or in the refining of molasses, or in the production of { 


molasses sugars, and all bleached, clarified, filtered, or 
refined molasses, a specific duty of i cent per pound and 
30 °/, ad val.; and the value for duty shall be the value 
thereof free on board at the last port of shipment -J 
Provided that molasses when imported for or received 
into any sugar refinery or sngar factory, or syrup or 
glucose factory, distillery or brewery shall be subject % 
an additional duty of 5 cents per gallon - 
Honey, in the comb or otherwise, and imitations al 
adulterations thereof - 


Dols. Cts. 
Tb 0°01 
70° test, and for 
100 Ibs. 0+ 034 


for each deg. above 70. 


b. 0°01 
and 30 °/, ad val. 


Lb. 0:013 
and 85 °/, ad val. 


74°/, of duty additional. 


Lb. 
and 35 °/, ad val. 


Lh. 10°00 
Gall. 0°01} 
or 
” 0°04 
0°06 
or 


” 0:08 


Lb. 0°01 
and 30 °/, ad val. 


Gall. 0°05 
additional. 


Lb. ~ 0:03 


412 - NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF CANADA. [Oct. 1890. 


Articles. 


Duties levied. 


Jellies, j jams, and preserves, not elsewhere specified - - 

Pickles, in bottle, including the duty on the bottles, and 
each bottle holding less than one half-pint, shall be 
dutiable as containing one half-pint, and each bottle 
holding more than one half-pint, but not more than one 
pint, shall be dutiable as containing one pint, and each 
bottle holding more than one pint, but not more than 
one quart, shall be dutiable as containing one quart - 

Do., in jars, bottles or other similar vessels; the duty to 
include the duty on the j jar, bottle, or other vessel - 

Do., in bulk in vinegar or in ange and mustard - - 

Do., in brine or salt 

Sauces and catsups in bottle ; each bottle holding less than) 
one half pint shall be dutiable as containing one half- 
pint, and each bottle holding more than one half-pint 
but not more than one pint, shall be dutiable as containing 
one pint, and each bottle holding more than one pint 
but not more than one quart shall ” dutiable as con- 
taining one quart - - - 


To., do., in bulk i { 
So 


viz: —Ginger: and spices sof all kinds (except nutmegs 
and mace) unground - 


Do., ground - 
Nutmegs and mace - 
Tomatoes, fresh - -{ 


Do., and other vegetables, including corn and baked beans, ) 
in cans or other packages weighing not over 1 lb. each, 
2 cents per can or package for each pound or fraction of a 
pound over 1 Ib. in weight —and the weight of the cans or 
other packages to be included in the weight for duty - 


Vegetables when fresh or dry, salted, not 
including sweet potatoes and yams - 


and cigarettes, the weight of cigarettes to instante 
the we:ght of the paper covering - - 


Cut tobacco - - 


Manufactured tobacco, not elsewhere specified, and snuff -{ 
Tobacco pipes of all kinds, pipe mounts, cigar and fqratin 


holders, and cases for the same ic 
Opium (crude), the wage to include ‘the weight ‘of the bal 
or covering - 
Do., prepared for ~ 
Apples, dried - - e 


Currants, dates, figs, prunes, and all meal dried inte not 
elsewhere specified - 
Apples, including the duty on the barrel 
Blackberries, gooseberries, raspberries, and strawberries, 
not elsewhere specified, the weight of the parang to ™ 
included in the weight for duty - 


Cherries and currants - - 
plums, ond quinces - 
Currants 


Grapes - - - 


Dols. Cts. 
Lb. 0°05 
Gall. 0°40 
0°40 
on ascertained quantity. 
Gall. 0°35 
0°25 
0°40 
’and 20 °/, ad val. 
and 20 °/, ad val. 
Gall. ‘10 
10 °/, ad val. 
25 °/, ad val 
25 °/, ad val. 
Bushel 0°15 
0°30 
and 10 °/, ad val. 


Can 0°02 
and 0°02 additional. 


25 °/, ad val.’ 
b. 2° 
and 25 °/, ad =, 
0°4 
and 123 °/, ad i 
0°3 
and 123 °/, ad val. 


35 °/, ad val. 
Lb. 1°00 
5°00 
” 0°02 
0°01 
"and 10 °/, ad val, 

” 0°01 
Barrel 0°40 
Lb. 0°03 
Qt. 0°01 
Bushel 0°30 
Qt 0°01 
Lb 0°02 
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Articles. 


Duties levied. 


Oranges and lemons in boxes of engecity not exceoding ah 
cubic feet - 
In half boxes, capacity not t exceeding cubic feet 
In cases and all other packages - 


In barrels, not cmseoding i in  engacity that of the 196 Ibs. 
flour barrel 
Peaches not otherwise provided hin the weight “of the 
package to be included in the weight for duty - - 
Fruits in air-tight cans or other packages, including the) 
cans or other packages, weighing not over 1 Ib., 3 cents 
per can or package, and 3 cents additional per can or 


package for each pound or fraction of a pound over | 


1 Ib. in weight, the rate to include the duty on the 
cans or other packages, and the weight on which duty 
shall be payable to include the oe of = cans or 


other packages -J 
Fruits, preserved in brandy or other spirits - - 
Do., not shelled - - 
Cocoa nuts 


Do., when imported from the place “ growth by vesenl 
direct to a Canadian port 

Do. desiccated, sweetened or not - - 

Nuts of all kinds, not elsewhere specified - 

Ale, beer, and porter, when angered | in ont, or otherwise 

than in bottles 

Do., do., do., when imported in bottles eG quarts or 12 pint 
bottles to be held to contain one Imperial gallon) - 

Cider, not clarified or refined - - * 

Do., clarified or refined . 

Lime juice, fortified with or containing not more than 
25 °/, of proof spirit - - 
And when containing more than 25 i proof spirit . 

Lime juice, sweetened, and fruit syrups, a otherwise sae 
vided for 

Lime juice and other fruit juices ‘not otherwise provided 
for, not alcoholic and not sweetened ~ - - 

Spirituous or alcoholic liquors distilled from any material, 
or containing or compounded from or with distilled 
spirits of any kind and any mixture thereof with water, 
for every gallon thereof of the strength of proof, and 
when of a greater strength than that of proof at the same 
rate on the increased quantity that there would be if the 
liquors were reduced to the strength of proof. When 
the liquors are of a less strength than that, of proof the 
duty shall be at the rate herem provided, but ‘computed 
on a reduced quantity of the liquors in proportion to the 
lesser degree of strength; provided, eaeten, that no 
reduction in quantity shall be computed or made on any 
liquors below the strength of 15 °/, under proof, but all 
such liquors shall be computed ‘as of the strength of 
15 °/, under proof, as follows :— 

(a.) Ethyl alcohol or the substance commonly known 
as alcohol, hydrated oxide of ethyl, or spirits of 
wine, gin of all kinds, not elsewhere specified, rum, 
whiskey, and all spirituous or not 
otherwise provided for 

Amyl alcohol or fusel oil, or any substance ‘known 
as potato spirit or oil’ 


Dols. Cts. 
Box 0°25 
Half box 0°13 
Cubic foot 0°10 


1,000 oranges 
or lemons 


Barrel 
Lb. 


0°55 
0°01 


Imp. gall. 1°90 
Lb 0°05 
0°03 
100 1°00 
” 0°50 
Lb. 0°08 
” 0°03 
Imp. gall 0°10 
0°18 

5 0°05 
0°10 
Gall. 0-60 
2-00 
0°40 
0°10 
» 2°00 


2-00 


| 
0-03 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
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Articles. 


Duties levied. 


Spirituous or alcoholic liquors, &e. cont. 

(c.) Methyl alcohol, wood alcohol, wood naphtha, 
pyroxylic spirit, or any substance known as wood 
spirit or methylated spirit; absinthe, arrack, or 

palm spirit ; brandy, including artificial brandy and 
nitations of brandy; cordials and liqueurs of all 
kinds not elsewhere specified; mescal, pulque, rum 
shrub, schiedam, and other schnapps ; tafia, ango- 
stura, and similar alcoholic bitters or beverages 

(d.) Spirits and strong waters of any kind mixed with 
any ingredient or ingredients, and being or known 
or designated as anodynes, elixirs, essences, extracts, 
lotions, tinctures, or medicines not elsewhere specified 

(e.) Alcoholic perfumes and perfumed spirits, bay rum, 
cologne, and lavender waters, hair, tooth, and skin 
washes and other toilet preparations containing 
spirits of any kind, when in bottles or flasks “— 
ing not more than 4 ounces each - 


When in bottles or flasks or other’ iti weigh} 


ing more than 4 ounces . 

(f.) Nitrous ether, sweet spirits, of wane, and 1 aromatic 
spirits of ammonia - 
(g-) Vermouth and ginger wine, containing not more 

than 40 °/, of proof spirits - 
If containing more than 40 °/, of proof spirits . 
(h.) In all cases where the strength of any of the fore- 
going articles cannot te correctly ascertained by 
the direct application of the hydrometer, it shall be 
ascertained by distillation of a sample, or in such 
other manner as the Minister of Customs directs. 
Wines of all kinds, except sparkling wines, including 
orange, lemon, strawberry, raspberry, elder, and currant 
wines, containing 26 °/, or less of spirits of the strength 
of proof, whether imported in wood or in bottles 
(6 quart or 12 pint bottles to be held to coutain a gallon) 
For each degree of strength in excess of 26 °/, of 
spirits as aforesaid, until the strength reaches 40 °/, 
of proof spirits 3 cents per gallon additional ; and in 
addition thereto 30 °/, additional - - 
Champagne and all other sparkling wines in bottles con- 
taining each not more than a quart and more than 1 pint 
Containing not more than a | ee ench, and more than 
one half-pint - 
Containing one half-pint each orless - 
Bottles containing more than 1 quart each, shall pay. in 
addition to 3 dollars per dozen bottles for any unity 
in excess of 1 quart per bottle . 


(The quarts and pints in each case are at the rate of 


old wine measure.) 
In adilition to the above specific duty - . - 
But any liquors imported under the name of wine, 
and containing more than 40 °/, of spirits of the 
strength of proof by Sykes’ hydrometer, shall be 
rated for duty as unenumerated spirits. 
Proprietary medicines, to wit, all tinctures, pills, powders, ) 
troches or lozenges, syrups, cordials, bitters, anodynes, 
tonics, plasters, liniments, salves, ointments, pastes, 
drops, waters, essences, oils or medicinal preparations 
or compositions recommended to the public under any 
general name or title as specifics for any~diseases or 
affections whatsoever affecting the human or animal 
bodies, not otherwise provided for; all liquids 50 per 


cent. ad val.,and all others 25 per cent.ad val, - -J 


Dols. Cts. 


Gall. 2°00 


” 2° 
and 80 °/, ad val. 


50 ad val, 
2-00 
’and 40 °/, ad val. 


"and 30 °/, ad val. 


0°75 
2°00 
” 0°25 
” 0°03 

additional and 

30 °/, ad val. 

Doz. bottles 3-00 
” 1°50 
0°75 
Imp. gall. 1°50 


30 °/, ad val. 


50 °/, ad val, 
and 25 °/, ad val. 
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Articles. 


Duties levied. 


Sulphuric ether - 

Acid, acetic and pyrvligneses, not elsewhere specified, and} 
vinegar, a specific duty of 15 cents for each gallon of 
any strength not exceeding the strength of proof, and 
for each degree of strength in excess of the strength of 
proof an additional duty of 1 cent. The strength of } 
proof shall be held to be equal to 6 per cent. of absolute 
acid, and in all cases the strength shall be determined 
in such a manner as is established by the Governor in 
Council - - 

Acid, acetic and pytoligneous, of any strength, when } 
imported by dyers, calico printers, or manufacturers of 
acetates or colours for exclusive use in dyeing or print- 
ing, or for the manufacture of such acetates or colours { 
in their own factories, under such regulations as are 
established by the Governor in Council - 

Acid, muriatic and nitric - ~ - 

Acid, sulphuric 

Acid, sulphuric and nitric combined, and all mined acids 


Acid phosphate - 
Liquorice paste : - - 
Liquorice, in rolls or sticks - 
Red and yellow prussiate of potash - - 


Aniline dyes not otherwise provided for - - 
Blacking, shoe and shoemakers’ ink, and shoe, harness, 
and leather dressing, and harness soap - 


Blueing, laundry blueing of all kinds - - - 
Lamp-black and ivory black - - - 
Lead nitrate and acetate of, not ground - - - 
Dry white and red lead, orange mineral, and zinc white - 
Colours, dry, not elsewhere specified - - - 


Oxides, ochres, and ochrey earths, fireproofs, um bers and 
siennas, ground or unground, wamhed, or unwashed, 
calcined or raw 

Paints and colours, pulped or ry in oil or other liquids, 
and all liquid or mixed not else- 
where specified - 

Paints, ground or mixed i in or with either j japan, varnish, 
lacquers, liquid driers, collodion, oil finish or oil varnish, 
rough stuff and fillers, the weight of the qnehage to be 
included in the weight for dut 

Paints and colours, ground in apitite, and alll spirit varnishes 
and lacquers - 

Paris green, dry - - 

Putty - 

spirits of - - 

Varnishes, lacquers, japans, japan driers, liquid driers, 
collodion, and oil finish not elsewhere specified - 

Carbolic or heavy oil, for any use - - - 

Cod liver oil, medicated - - - 

Essential oils for manufacturing purposes 

Pomades, French or flower odours preserved in Y fiat or oil 
for the purpose of conserving the odours of flowers which 
do not bear the heat of distillation, hen imported in tins 
of not less than 10 lbs. each - - 

Perfumery, including toilet (non-alooholic), 
viz. :—Hair oils, tooth and other powders and washes, 
pomatums, pastes, and all other perfumed preparations not 
otherwise provided for, used for the hair, mouth, or skin - 

Iuminating oils composed wholly or in part of the products 
of petroleum, coal, shale, or ngule, costing more than 
30 cents per gallon - 


Dols. Cts. 
Lb. 0°05 
Gall. 0-1 


and 0°01 additions]. 


” 0°25 
and 20 °/, ad val, 


20 °/, ad val. 

0:00} 
25 °/, ad val. 

Lb. 0°03 
” 0°02 
” 0°03 

0 */o ad val. 

10 °/, ad val. 
380 °/, ad val. 
30 ad val. 

10 4. ad val. 
5 sf “ad val, 
ad val. 

4, ad val. 


30 °/, ad val. 
30 °/, ad val. 


Lb. 0°55 
and 25 °/, ad val. 


20 
20 °/; ad val. 


15 °/, ad val. 


80 °/, ad val. 


25 °/, ad val. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Gall. 1°06 
10 °/, ad val. 
| 25 °/, ad val. 
10 °/, ad val. 
Gall. 20 
and 25 °/, ad val. 
10 °/, ad val. 
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Articles. 


Duties levied. 


Oils, coal, and kerosene distilled, purified,-or refined ; 
naphtha, benzole, and petroieum ; products of petroleum, 
coal, shale, and lignite, not elsewhere specified - - 


Lubricating oils, composed wholly or in part of petroleum, 

and costing less than 30 cents per gallon - - 
All other oils - - 
Linseed or fen-c00d. oil, raw or boiled - - - 
Olive or salad oil - - - 


Sesame seed oil - 

Vaseline, and all similar preparations of secu for 
toilet, medicinal, or other purposes, in bulk - 

In bottles or other over Ib. in 1 weight 
in each 

Axle grease - 

Bed comforters or cotton bed quis, not including woven 
quilts or counterpanes - = 

Grey or unbleached and bleached | cotton, sheetings, arills, 
ducks, cotton or Canton flannels, not stained, painted, or 
printed 

Cotton denims, arillings, bed-tickings, “ginghams, plaids, 
cotton or Canton flannels, flannelettes, cotton tennis 
cloth or striped zephyrs, ducks and drills, dyed or 
coloured, checked and striped shirtings, cottonades, 
Kentucky jeans, pontaloen of 
description - 

Jeans and coutils, when imported by corset and dress stay 
makers for use in their own factories - - 

Coloured fabrics, woven in whole or in part of dyed or 
coloured cotton yarn, or jute yarn, or part of jute and 
part cotton yarn, or other material, onege silk, not 
elsewhere specified 

Printed or dyed cotton fabries, not elsewhere specified - 

Uncoloured cotton fabrics, viz., scrims and window scrims, 
cambric cloths, muslin apron checks, brilliants, cords, 
piques, diapers, lenos, mosquito nettings ; Swiss-jaconet 
and cambric ont plain, or 
lawns - 

Winceys of all kinds not otherwiee provided for - 

Winceys, or over inches } 


wide 
Cotton wadding, batting, “bats, onl warps, carpet warps, 


knitting yarn, hosiery yarn, and other cotton —- 

under No. 40, not bleached, dyed, or coloured - - 

And if bleached, dyed, or coloured - - 
Cotton warp, No. 60 and finer . - - he 
Cotton warp, on beams - -{ 
Lamp wicks x 
Cotton sewing thread i in hanks, black, bleached or unbleached, 

3 and 6 cord = 
Cotton sewing thread, on spools - - - - 
Cottontwine - - a 
Twine for harvest biaders, of jain anne, or sisal, and of 

manila and sisal maed al 


Twine of all kinds, not elsewhere specified . 
Cotton cordage and cotton braided cord - - 


Cordage of all kinds, not elsewhere specified - 


Dols. Cts. 
Imp. gall. 0:075 
0°073 
25 °/, ad val, 
20 °/, ad val. 
0-012 
20 °/, ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 
20 °/, ad val 
Lb. 0°04 
” 0°06 
” 0°01 
35 °/, ad val. 
Sq. yard 0°01 


and 15 °/, ad val. 


Sq. yard 0°02 
and 15 °/, ad val. 


25 °/, ad val. 


25 °/, ad val. 
32} ad val. 


25 °/, ad val. 


15 °/, ad 


Lb. 0°02 
and 15 °/, ad val. 


12} °/, ad val. 
25 °/, ad val. 


and 25 °/, ad val 


Lb. 0° 
and 10 °/, ad val, 


| 
| 
| 

— 
Lb. 0-03 
and 15 °/, ad val. 
15 °/, ad val, 
Yard 0°01 
and 15 °/, ad val. 
30 °/, ad val. 
| 25 °/, ad val. 
- 30 °/, ad val. 
30 °/, ad val. 
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Articles. Duties levied. 
Dols. Cts. 
Boot, shoe, and stay laces of any material - - 30 °/, ad val. 
Laces, braids, fringes, embroideries, cords, tassels, ond 
bracelets; braids, chains, or cords of hair; lace collars 
and all similar goods, lace nets and nettings of cotton, 
silk, linen, or other materials - > - 30 °/, ad val. 
Crapes of allkinds = - - 20°/, ad val. 
Curtains when made up, trimmed or ‘untrimmed - - 30 °/, ad val. 
Cotton seamless bags - - - { ad pes 
Bags, containg fine salt, from all countries —- - 25 °/, ad val. 
Velveteens and cotton velvets and cotton plush - 20 °/, ad val. 
All manufactures of cotton, not - 20 °/, ad val 
Elastic webbing - 25 °/, ad val. 
Non-elastic webbing - 20 °/, ad val. 
Damask of cotton, of eet, 0 or of cotton and linen, bleached, 
unbleached, or coloured - - - . 25 °/, ad val. 
Towels of every description 25 of, ad val. 
Canvas of hemp or flax, and sail twine wn toe used for 
boats’ and ships’ sails - 5 °/, ad val. 
Sails for boats and ships, ie tents and awnings pai 5 i, ad val. 
Flax fibre, scutched - - | Lb. 0°01 
Do., hackled - - 0°02 
Do., tow of, scutched or green - - 
Jute manufactures of, not elsewhere specified - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Hammocks and lawn tennis nets, and other like articles 
mauufactured of twine, not elsewhere specified - ~ 35 °/, ad val. 
Wool, Class 1, viz.:—Leicester, Cotswold, Lincolnshire, 
South Down combing wools, or wools known as lustre 
wools, and other like comming eae such as are grown 
in Canada - - | Lb. 0°03 
Manufactures composed wholly or in part of wool, worsted, 5 
the hair of the alpaca goat or other like animals, viz. :— 
Blankets and flannels of every description; cloths, doe- 
skins, cassimeres, tweeds, coatings, overcoatings, felt 0°10 
clothof every description, not elsewhere specified ; horse and 20 °/, ad val. 
collar cloth ; yarn, knitting yarn, fingering yarn, worsted 
yarn; knitted goods, viz.:—shirts and drawers, and 
hosiery, nut elsewhere specified - - 
All fabrics composed wholly or in part of wool, worsted, 
the hair of the alpaca goat, or other like animals, not 
otherwise provided for, on all such goods coating 10 cents 
per yard and under - - 224 °/, ad val. 
Costing over 10 and under 4 cents - - - 25 °/, ad val. 
Costing 14 cents and over 274 of” ad val. 
As regards the three previous items the halfpenny 
sterling shall be computed as the equivalent of a cent, 
and larger sums in sterling money shall be computed 
at the same ratio. 
Felt, pressed of all kinds, not iek or coverel by or with 
any woven fabric - 17} °/, ad val. 
Silk inthe gum, or spun, not more diamant then singles, 
tram and thrown organzine, not coloured - 15 °/, ad val. 
Sewing and embroidery silk and silk twist - - 25 of ad val. 
Silk plush netting used for the manufacture of gloves - 15 of ad val, 
Silk velvets and all manufactures of silk, or of which silk is 
the component part of chief value, not >t elsewhere opesiied, 
except church vestments - 30 °/, ad val, 
Ribbons of all kinds and materials - 30 °/, ad val. 


Carpets, viz.:—Brussels tapestry, Dutch, Venstien, and 
damask ; carpet mats and rugs of all kinds not elsewhere 
specified ; and printed felts and druggets and all other 
carpets and squares not otherwise provided for - ~ 


64181. 


25 °/, ad val. 
Cc 
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Articles. 


| Duties levied. 


Smyrna carpets, mats, ani rugs - 

Two-ply and three-ply ingrain carpets of which ‘the warp 
is composed wholly of cotton or other material than 
wool, worsted, the hair of the eg goat, or other like 
animal 

Treble ingrain, three-ply, and two-ply "composed 
wholly of wool - 

Cocoa mats and matting = - 

and mats of hemp ; ; linings and 
stair pads 

Jute carpeting or matings and mats - - - 


Oil cloth and oiled silk, in the piece, cut or shaped, oiled, 
enamelled, stamped, painted, or printed, india-rubbered, 
flocked, or coated, not otherwise provided for - - 

Clothing made of cotton or other material not otherwise 
provided for, including corsets and similar articles made 
up by the seamstress or tailor; also tarpaulin, plain or 
coated with oil, paint, tar, or other composition, and 
cotton hags made up by the use of the needle, not 
otherwise provided for - - 


Collars of cotton, linen, xylonite, siti or celluloid -{ 
Cuffs of cotton, linen, xylonite, xyolite, or celluloid -{| Pe 


Shirts of cotton or linen - 


Socks or stockings of cotton, wool, worsted, ond hair “} Lb. 


the alpaca goat or other like animal - 


Gloves and mitts of all kinds - - 
Handkerchiefs, cotton or linen, ae or printed, in the 
piece or otherwise 


Horse clothing, shaped, not otherwise provided for - 

Clothing, ready-made, and wearing apparel of every 
description, including horse clothing, shaped, composed 
wholly or in part of wool, worsted, the hair of the 
alpaca goat or other like animal, made up by the ain | 
seamstress, or manufacturer, not otherwise provided for 

Shawls and rugs of all and 
silk 

Caplins, unfinished Leghorn hats - - - 

Manila hoods - - 

Hats, caps, and bonnets not elsewhere ‘specified - 

Umbrellas, porssela, and sunshades of all kinds and 
materials 

Umbrella, parasol, ond sunshade sticks or heniles not 
elsewhere specified 

Braces or suspenders, and parts thereof - 

Surgical belts or napintas and penponneny bandages of all 
kinds - 

Prunella for boots and shoes, and cotton netting for the 
lining of boots, shoes, and gloves - 

Woollen netting for the lining of boots, shoes, and gloves - - 

Boots and shoes not elsewhere specified 

India-rubber boots and shoes with tops or uppers of cloth, 
or of material other than rubber 

India-rubbe sboots and shoes, and other ‘manufactures of 
india-rubber not elsewhere specified - - 4 


India-rubber surfaced waterproof clothing - -{ 


Dols. Cts. 
30 °/, ad val. 

Sq. yard 0°05 
and 20 °/, ad val. 
additional. 

Sq. yard 0°10 
and 20 °/, ad val. 
30 °/, ad val. 


25 °/, ad val. 
25 °/, ad val. 
Sq. yard , 0°05 
and 20 °/, ad val. 
Sq. yard 0°05 
and 15 °/, ad val. 


°/, ad val. 


and 30 °/, ad oul. 
35 °/, ad val. 


25 °/, ad val. 
30 °/, ad val. 


Lb. 0°10 
and 25 °/, ad val, 


25 °/, ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 


35 °/, ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 
35 °/, ad val. 


25 °/, ad val. 
10 ‘lo ad val. 
= °/, ad val. 

5 °/, ad val. 
35 °/, ad val. 
25 °/, ad val. 


Lb. 0:10 
and 25 °/, ad val. 


Note.—The continuation of the Canadian tariff will appear in the next number 
of the Journal. 


| 
| 
i nd 30 °/, ad val. 
i ir 0°04 
nd 30 °/, ad val. 
d 80 °/, ad val. 
| 
| 
| 20 ad 
30 °/, ad val. 
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VI—TRADE BETWEEN SPAIN AND THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


1.—Imports INTO THE UNITED FROM SPAIN. 


Quantity. Value. 


Principal Articles. Three Months Three Months 
ended September | ended September 


1889. 1890. 1889. 1890. 


£ £ 
Animals living—oxen and bulls - No. 2,995 1,899 | 48,566 22,260 
Chemical products, unenumerated | Value 4,248 | 12,860 
Copper, ore and regulus - -| Tons | 20,949 | 19,389 | 362,567 | 457,850 
»  unwrought and part 
Cork, unmanufactured - 282 834 2,715 3,660 
» manufactured - - | Lbs. | 399,504 | 408,811 | 26,458 27,454 
Eggs - - | Gt. Hds.| — 
Fish Cwts. 100 751 197 1,889 
Fruit, almonds - 5,797 | 5,063 | 25,270 | 18,012 
» figs - : - S08 699 551 429 
» nuts, used as fruit - | Value 19,743 | 21,975 
»» oranges and lemons - | Bushs. | 49,708 | 32,120 | 78,185 | 14,327 
» raisins -| Cwts. | 76,422} 64,187 |720,879 | 108,297 
» Taw, unenumerated - | Bushs. | 268,348 | 501,156 | 777,515 | 187,875 
Iron ore - - -| Tons | 820,678 | 972,183 | 586,548 | 743,727 
Lead, ore - 690 408 5,770 8,524 
» pig and sheet ay ™ 19,111 | 16,478 | 253,492 | 217,176 
Manganese ore - 8,630 1,650 9,210 3,870 
Oil, olive - - -| Tuns 1,104 180 | 37,250 7,212 
Onions, raw - - | Bushs. | 797,242 | 181,847 | 38,206 | 39,289 
Pyrites of iron or copper -| Tons | 175,414 | 140,797 | 225,643 | 240,783 
Quicksilver nis - - Lbs. 132,186 | 46,952 | 712,027 5,760 
Rags, esparto - - - | Tons 13,946 | 14,172 | 82,959 | 82,520 
Silver ore - - - | Value _ _ 63,080 | 51,2838 
Wine - ° - | Galls. | 735,664 |950,595 | 164,883 | 209,424 
Wool, sheep and lambs’ - - | Lbs. | 487,789 |485,000 | 73,923 | 11,480 
Zinc ore - - -| Tons — 218 — 926 
All other articles - - | Value = _ 92,451 | 128,904 


c 2 
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2.—Exports OF BRITISH AND IRISH PRODUCE FROM THE 
Unitep Kinepom To SPAIN. 


Quantity. Value. 
cca Three Months Three Months 
Principal Astin, ended September | ended September 
1889, 1890. 1889. 1890. 
£ £ 
Alkal - | Cwts. 79,439) 86,385) 22,797 | 35,264 
and haberdashery - | Value 6,732 | 4,318 
Arms, and military 
stores - - 5,508 10,747 
and sacks, empty - - | Dozens 6,461 1,734) 2,217 483 
Caoutchouc, manufactures of -j| Value 5,526 4,647 
Carriages, railway, of all sorts, 
and parts thereof - - 10,303 | 16,388" 
Cement - - Tons 1,737 1,747| 3,407 3,425 
Chemical products and prepara- 
tions (including dye stuffs) -| Value _ _ 14,684 | 19,621 
Clay, and manufactures of 4,818 4,119 
Coals, cinders, andfuel - Tons | 358,626) 340,043) 797,874 | 242,637: 
Coal, products of, &c., including 
naphtha, parafine parafline oil, 
and petroleum - - | Value _ — 3,855 8,832 
Cotton yarn -| Lbs. | 164000) 77,500] 70,382 | 4,538 
Cottons, entered by the punt - | Yards |7,892,500/1,537,300] 29,767 | 26,269 
»  atvalue - - | Value 56,088 | 54,751 
Fish. of allsorts - - 4,864 7,964 
Glass manufactures - _ 2,682 2,992 
Grease, tallow, and animal fat -j| Cwts. 471 6,375 704 7,036 
Hardware and outing, unenu- 
merated - - | Value —_ _ 14,150 | 13,422 
Jute yarn - - - 7 Lbs. |7,679,600|1,290,200| 22,338 | 15,847 
Linen yarn ” 887,600} 971,100] 34,735 | 35,198 
Linens, entered by the yard - | Yards | 354,800) 337,800) 72,797 | 13,126 
at value - -| Value 9,089 7,048 
Machinery, steam engines 49,737 | 46,605 
all other sorts - 97,786 | 116,259 
Manure - 27,360 | 42,865 
Metals, iron, wrought ond un- 
wrought - -| Tons 16,795| 14,185] 774,426 | 140,275 
» brass, manufactures of - | Cwts. 0 2,119} 2,632 8,091 
» copper, wrought and un- 
wrought - - 99 1,269 1,904) 3,502 6,833 
» tin, unwrought - 1,487 1,601; 7,074 8,030 
Oil, seed - - - -| Tons 79 141} 7,728 8,295 
», other sorts - -| Value 38,055 4,975 
Oil and floor cloth - - | Sq. yds. | 723,300) 138,500) 4,846 4,976 
Painters’ colours and matentats - | Value — 8,734 9,308 
Paper of all sorts - - Cwts. 855 1,410} 2,053 3,214 
Provisions (including meat) - | Value _ 17,677 | 19,184 
Silk - 99 7,885 | 12,089 
‘Soap - | Cwts. 702 361 789 709 
Telegraphic wire ond apparatus - | Value _— — 633 | 1,577 
Wood, hewn and sawn, and 
manufactures of - ” a — 4,674 3,623 
Wool, foreign, dressed in the 
United Kingdom - -| Lbs. 69,200} 181,800) 6,595 | 10,117 
» flocks and rag wool 15,200} 22,500 485 794 
Woollens, entered by the yard - | Yards |7,878,800|1,617,500| 744,889 | 132,903 
» at value -| Value _ -— 15,098 | 12,040 


All other articles - - 
Total Value - 


69,265 | 112,360 


1,076,120|1,252,919 


ii 
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3.—Exports oF ForEiGN AND CoLontaL PRopUCE FROM 
THE Unitep Kinapom To SPAIN. 


Quantity. Value. 


Principal Articles. Three Months Three Months 
ended September | ended September 


1889. | 1890. 1889. | 1890. 


| 
Bacon and hams - | Cwts. | 20,099 | 29,912 | 37,783 | 46,218 
Cheese - - - Re 368 912 1,408 | 2,657 
Cocoa - - -| Lbs. | 36,577 | 22,434 | 7,220, 560 
Coffee - - - -| Cwts. 47 39 214 | 210 
Corn, wheat = - 18,777 | 22,702 | 8,025 9,675 
» beans - 1,488 931 546 | 322 
» maize or Indiar corn - as 103,402 | 65,683 | 24,077 | 15,241 
Cotton, raw » |. 6,990| 2,198 | 20,772 6,801 
Dye stuffs, indigo - 313 873 5,433 6,361 
Fish, cured or salted . - ” 910 586 1,183 | 711 
Guano - - | Tons 87 20 353 | 
Hemp, dressed or undressed - | Cwts. 2,607 2,829 3,944 2,762 
Hides, raw 768 800 1,639 | 2,413 
Jute - - - - - | Tons 998 781 | 75,904 | 12,248 
Lard « «ef 805 | 1,859| 7,398 8,143 
Metal, tin in blocks, &c. - 627 743 2,827 3,614 
Nitre cubic - - ~ 9 2,161 1,964 937 949 
Oil, cocoanut - - - ” 45 571 62 819 
» palm - - 1,132 | 2,284 1,182 | 2,718 
Rice - 624 220 346 140 

Seed, flax or lins 2ed -| Qrs. _ 
Silk, raw - - -| Lbs. 1,847 | 1,930 714 972 
Spices, cinnamon - 76,424 | 55,800 | 3,653 2,266 
» pepper - - » | 165,358 |292,900 4,687 | 6,639 
»  unenumerated - 99 105,490 | 120,330 3,007 | 2,381 
Tallow and stearine - - | Cwts. 5| 5,936 9 7,598 
Tea -| Lbs. | 77,863| 9,925| s92| 6518 
Wine . -| Galls. | 74,726 | 1,846 | 2,855 | 506 
Wool, sheep a lambs’ - -| Lbs. | 27,800 | 49,900 | 74 | 2,158 
All other articles - - | Value _ — | 28,215 41,358 
Total Value - - - os — (166,844 182,100 


Summary Statement showing the Trape between Spain and the 
Unitep Kinepom during each Quarter comprised between Ist 
October 1889 and 30th September 1890, compared with each of the 
corresponding periods of the previous twelve months. 


imeerts into the Exports of Produce and} Exports of Fore 
ted Kingdom from of United} and Colonial 

Quarters. ngdom to Spain. to Spain. 
1888-89. 1889-90. 1888-89. 1889-90. 1888-89, 1889-90, 

Quarter ended— 

3lst December -| 3,796,035 8,512,345 785,707 1,075,551 157,642 178,920 
3lst March - - | 8,079,897 3,162,131 1,080,188 1,270,362 148,182 160,226 
30th June - * | 2,679,905 2,997,540 991,757 1,276,366 190,866 181,894 
30th September - | 2,376,390 2,617,156 1,076,120 1,252,919 166,844 182,100 
Total for Year - | 77,062,357 | 12,289,172 ] 3,983,776°| 4,875,198 | 658,534 703,140 
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VIL—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


Customs REVENUE IN RuwssIA. 


The Russian Customs revenue during the year 1889 yielded, says 
Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Petersburg, an increase of 9,837,554 r. 
gold ana 129,292 paper roubles. Rendered into British currency, 
the whole revenue amounted to 12,894,073. 

The very considerable increase in the Customs revenue in 1889 
is due especially to increased importation of cotton, raw metals, 
machinery and apparatus, and manufactures of steel, iron, and tin ; 
and of wool, as also herrings and oranges. The high rate of 
exchange prevailing during the year favoured the importation, 
which was, moreover, stimulated by expectation of an increase of 
duty under many heads of the Customs tariff. Of all goods 
imported, tea and raw cotton yielded most to the Customs revenue ; 
14,762,000 r. gold having been levied on the former, and 
8,681,000 r. gold or the latter. 

The Customs regulations, which are very stringent, coutinue to 
be strictly enforced. The attention of shipowners and shippers of 
goods cannot too urgently be called to the necessity of conforming 
to the Russian Customs regulations in every particular. By their 
observance the imposition by the Customs authorities of “ acci- 
dence,” fines and penalties connected with incorrect description 
of weight and quantity of goods in bills of lading, will be avoided. 
A translation of the Russian regulations having reference to bills 
of lading and declaration of goods has been published by the 
Board of Trade,* and all shipowners, masters, and shippers, and 
others interested in the trade with this country, are recommended 
to provide themselves with a copy of these regulations. During 
the last navigation season 10 British vessels were obliged to pay 
fines, varying from 10/. to 20/. for contravention alone of the 
tule which makes the production by ship-masters of bills of lading 
imperative on the arrival of vessels in a Russian port—(No. 777, 
Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


Russian Rattways In 1889. 


Mr. J. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Petersburg, in his 
last annual report to the Foreign Office, says :— 

The deficient harvest of 1889 affected the working results of 
the Russian railways. According to official returns the gross 
revenue derived in the above year from all railway lines in Russia, 
exclusive of those of the Grand Duchy of Finland and of the 
_Trans-Caspian line, amounted to 280,584,018 r. (29,812,0527.), as 


* See pp. 182-3 of the Board of Trade Joxrnal for March 1887. 
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compared with 283,382,753 r. (30,109,417/) derived from the 
same source in 1888, ‘The yield per verst during the past year 
was 10,657 r.,as compared with 11,080 r. received during the 
year immediately preceding, the deficit amounting therefore to 
3°8 per cent. per verst. 

The following statement shows the results in paper roubles of 
the working of Russian railways since 1888 :— 


Yy. Gross Revenue | Working Expenses Net Revenue 

_ per Verst. per Verst. per Verst. 
Roubles_ Roubles_ c. Roubles_ c. 

1889 10,657 0 
1888 11,080 0 6,246 91 4,828 30 
1887 10,209 31 5,821 59 4,387 51 
1886 9,270 13 5,818 40 3,451 726 
1885 9,958 55 6,005 08 3,953 48 
1884 10,208 64 6,375 34 3,855 45 
1883 10,587 44 6,731 99 8,855 45 
1882 10,091 60 6,790 14 3,301 46 
1881 9,459 76 6,835 0 2,624 18 
1880 9,145 40 7,178 0 1,966 99 


Owing to the labours of the railway commission appvinted to 
examine into the working of the different lines, the cost of 
exploitation, especially of the Government railways, has decreased 
considerably. Notwithstanding, therefore, that the gross revenue 
of all the lines was somewhat under that of 1888, it may yet be 
expected for the reason above given that the net yield will not be 
less than in the latter year, especially on the lines belonging to 
the Government. 

It may here be noted that in 1887 the working expenses were 
reduced to 72 per cent., and in 1888 to 66°5 per cent.* of the 
gross receipts. 

An opinion prevails, however, in some quarters that this great 
reduction in the working expenses has to a great extent been 
made at the cost of the efficiency of the Government lines. 

The new lines opened for traffic in Russia proper in 1889 
were the Pskov-Riga line, with a branch from its station of Walk 
to Dorpat, the whole length being 367 versts (245 English miles) ; 
the other new line consisted of a branch of the South-Western 
Railway of 39 versts (26 miles) long from Vapniarka station to 
that of Trostinets. In the Grand Duchy of Finland the only new 
line opened for traffic during the year was the Kuopio line, which 
runs from the station of Kauvola about midway between St. 
Petersburg and Helsingfors, through St. Michel to Kuopio, a 
distance of 255 verts (170 miles) A small branch, 6 versts 


* More than half the gross revenue of the railways was earned in 1889 by eight 
of the existing Russian lines—viz., the Grande Société, the South-Western, Moscow- 
Kursk, Moscow-Brest, Kursk-Kharkoff, Libau-Romna, Trans-Caucasian, and 
Warsaw-Vienna Railways, the length of which extended over 9,385 versts, or 
6,527 English miles, i.e, more than 36 per cent. of the whole length of Russian 
railways. The working expenses of the above eight lines amounted only to 


— a net revenue of 48 per cent. of the gross receipts having been thus 
sed. 
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(4 miles) in length, on this line was at the same time opened from 
Suonenyokki to Isvesui station. A line to Kotka from Kovola, a 
station on the St. Petersburg-Hangé Railway was in course of 
construction, and has now been opened. 

Among various Russian railway projects in existence, there is 
the vast scheme of a trunk Siberian line, which would run from 
Zlatoust, through the whole of Western and Eastern Siberia and 
the Ussuri region to Vladivostok. This projected railway has 
for some time engaged the serious attention of the Government, 
on account of its great importance in political, strategical, 
administrative, and economic respects. No great engineering 
difficulties are said to exist for its construction, the only obstacle 
at present apprehended in the way of its realisation being purely 
of a financial nature. As the railway in question would traverse 
no ‘less a distance than 7,500 versts (5,000 English miles) the 
cost of its establishment is reckoned at about 400,000,000 r., or 
about 42,500,000. The financial difficulty im connexion with 
this line is further increased by the consideration that for a 
long series of years to come it would not only fail to yield any 
profit, but would even be incapable of paying its working 
expenses, In view of this, the weightiest political considerations 
would alone induce the Government to decide on commencing 
the construction of the line simultaneously along its whole length. 

By building it gradually in sections and spreading the expenditure 
over many years, the financial difficulty might be overcome. 
State necessities may, however, demand a more rapid solution of 
the question. Surveys of this contemplated railway are at 
present in progress, but the whole question of its construction 
remains still under deliberation. 

The whole length of Russian railways, exclusive of those of 
the Grand Duchy of Finland (1,135 miles), and of the Trans- 
Caspian (661 miles), extended over 26,539 versts (17,693 English 
miles). 

While the extension of the Russian railway system was pro- 
ceeded with but slowly during the past year, the Government 
acquired 2,260 versts (1,507 miles) of private lives, viz, the 
Riajek-Morshansk, Morshansk-Syzran, and the Trans-Caucasus 
railways,’ At present, the Government owns in all about 6,500 
versts (4,333 miles) of railway lines, or about a quarter of the 
whole network of Russian railways—(No. 777, Foreign Office 
Annual Series.) 


ProposED CANAL BETWEEN NIEMEN AND WInNDAU. 


Mr. W. Breslau, Her Majesty’s Acting-Consul at Riga, ating 
under date of the 24th September, with reference to a propo 
canal between Niemen and Windau, says :— 

«A local paper, the Daily News for Libau, reports that a 
special commission will shortly raise the question of constructing a 
canal to connect the Niemen and the Windau. 


| 
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“ At present the entire flax and timber trade, as well -as other 
produce on the Niemen, is in the hands of the Germans. According 
to statistics from the Russian Ministry of Ways and Communi- 
cations the goods which have been floated down on the Niemen 
in 1888 amounted in value to 1,260,000/., and the total value of 
the merchandise which yearly finds its way to Prussia by water 
on the Dnieper, Diine, Niemen, Vistula is about 4,000,000/. 


~ © How large the quantity of timber is which goes to Prussia 
we can imagine when we see that Dantzig alone is loading yearly 
1,300 vessels, with a tonnage of 336,000 tons, not to mention 
what Germany keeps for her own use. The Russian timber is 
worked up in large quantities on the other side of the frontier 
by the numerous sawmills, &c., and then shipped to all parts of 
the world. In order to counterwork this trade, now monopolised 
by the Germans, it is intended to construct a Windau-Niemen 
water communication.” 


Coat Minin@ IN 


Lord Vivian, Her Majesty’s Minister at Brussels, in a despatch 
to the Foreign Office, dated the 22nd September, with reference 
to the recent strikes which have occurred in some of the mining 
districts of Belgium, forwards the following official statistics taken 
from the report for the year 1889, of the Director of the first 
division of the mines on the state of the mineral industry in the 
province of Hainault :— 

“ The report shows an unquestionable revival of prosperity in 
the coal industry resulting in an increase of profits in 1889 of 
nearly six million francs (240,0001.), while wages have been 
increased by more than eight million francs (320,000/.). 

“The total output of the Hainault collieries during 1889 
amounted to 14,447,355 tons, or 454,215 tons more than in 1888, 
but this increase of production was less than those of the two 
previous years, which were respectively 523,080 and 688,520 tons, 
and the reporter attributes the cause to the frequency of strikes, 
and to a diminution of the individual output of the mines. 

“In consequence of the exhaustion of stocks owing to the 
revival of industry, and of the exaggerated fears of consumers, 
the price of coal, which had persistently fallen up to 1888, rapidly 
rose, notwithstanding the increased output in 1889, which was 
larger than any previous year, and the value of the output was 
18,123,796 frances, or 13°35 per cent. higher than that of 1888. 
The average price per ton at the pit mouth was 9 francs 
39 centimes, 10} per cent. higher than in 1888. 

** 3,225 more colliers were employed in 1889 than in 1888, but 
the individual output, which had risen throughout the duration of 
the industrial crisis, decreased from 182 tons in 1888 to 180 tons 


* See also article on Coal Mining and its Profits in Belgium, p. 468. 
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in 1889, This decrease is attributed principally to the fact that, 
in consequence of the high price of coal, seams were worked 
which were unproductive when coal was so cheap. 

“The mean annual wage rose from 850 francs in 1888 to 
914 francs in 1889, and the total amount of wages paid in 1889 
was 8,131,538 francs more than in 1888. 

“The working expenses in 1889 were 12,242,866 francs more 
than in 1888, and the cost price of coal rose from 7°77, in 1888, 
to 8°37 francs in 1889. Out of this increase of 60 centimes 
per ton, 42 centimes went to labour, and 18 centimes to other 
expenses, 

“59 collieries working at a profit as against 50 in 1880, 
realised profits amounting to 16,399,550 francs, or 5,598,050 francs 
more than in 1888; 15, working at a loss, incurred a deficit of 
1,728,070 francs, less by 282,880 francs than in 1888. 

“ The total realised in 1889 was 14,671,480 francs, or 5,880,930 
francs more than in 1888.” 


Frencu SinkKworM TRADE. 


Mr. E. H. Egerton, Her Majesty’s Minister at Paris, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 2nd October, encloses 
two reports by Sir Joseph Crowe, on matters connected with the 
silk trade in France. , 


In his first report, Sir J. Crowe encloses copies of a report on 
the production of silk cocoona in France in 1889, as published in 
the Journal Officiel, From this report it appears that the French 
growers had a worse season last year than any since 1885. There 
was a scarcity of French grain of home and foreign kinds; and 
though Japanese was largely used, the total incubated did not 
exceed 253,915, as against 275,224 ounces in 1888. The total 

ield of the grain in cocoons was 7,799,423 kilos., as against 
9,549,906 kilos. in 1888, giving an average of 30°7 kilos. per oz., 
instead of 34°6 kilos., as in the previous year. 

The price of fresh cocoons was higher in 1889 than in 1888 or 
1887, averaging 4 francs 10 centimes per kilo. for spinning and 
4 francs 50 centimes for graining. 


In his second report, Sir J. Crowe says:—The statistics of silk 
grain and cocoons in my immediately preceding despatch are 
interesting in themselves as showing that the French growers, 
242,C00 in number, have had a bad harvest. They are interesting 
besides in connexion with a statement published in several French 
newspapers to the effect that the Turkish Government have just 
imposed a duty of 8 per cent. ad valorem on silk grain, which 
hitherto bad been admitted free of charge into fhe Ottoman 


Empire. French silk breeders have always had a good market for 
French grain, which they export to Turkey every year to the 
amount of about 100,000/. 
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The Débats and Temps of yesterday note the outery which has 
been caused in the South of France by the news of this change, 
But they suggest that the measure is due principally to the fact 
that the French protectionists have manifested their intention to 
carry a duty on cocoons when the lapse of treaties shall enable 
them to do.so. 


WineE Propuction In H&ERAULT. 
The British Vice-Consul at Cette, writing with regard to the 


wine industry in Hérault, says :-— 

Before the epidemic of phylloxera large quantities of wine were 
exported from the port of Cette to all parts of the world, for, 
before that calamity, the department of the Hérault was producing 
more wine than any other in France. It possessed an area of 
vineyards of 445,000 acres, which the phylloxera reduced to 
79,000 acres. The production had reached at the time of prosperity 
330,000,000 gallons, and the epidemic brought it down to 
44,000,000 gallons. Many a farmer was obliged to sell his 
property at any price; but those who could withstand such a 
disaster did not get discouraged, and have at last succeeded, by 
means of the American vine, to replant 296,400 acres, producing 
nowadays 132,000,000 gallons, which, if nothing unlooked for 
happens, will be raised from year to year. 

The yield and quality of wine last year have been very 
satisfactory, far better than the preceding year in quality. The 
results have been such that farmers, in spite of the great expense 
incurred in order to protect their vineyards against all kinds of 
diseases, such as mildew, blackrot, chlorosis, cochylix, &c., against 
which mostly sulphur, sulphate of copper, and plaster are used, 
may be satisfied. Instead of declining, as the year before, the 
prices of wine generally have gradually risen. After the vintage 
it was sold according to quality, at 12 frs. the lowest, and from 
21 frs. to 22 frs. the best sort per hectolitre. The rise in price 
between October 1889 to June 1890 is of about 8 frs. per hecto- 
litre for any sort of wine. The prospects for next vintage, and 
for the future generally, are far better than it might have been 
expected a few years ago—(No. 782, Foreign Office Annual 
Series.) 


Tospacco Monopo.ty 1N PorTUGAL. 


Sir G. G. Petre, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, writing 
thence to the Foreign Office on the 20th September, says :— 

“In virtue of a law dated the 14th September, which was 
published yesterday, the Portuguese Government are authorised 
to put up to public auction the monopoly of the manufacture of 
tobacco in the continental part of the kingdom, now carried on 
Ly the State. 
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“No one will be allowed to send a tender unless he shall have 
— the sum of 200,000,000 reis (44,444/.), which deposit 
will have to be raised to 400,000,000 reis (88,8882) when the 
contract is signed. 

“The contractor will be bound to pay to the State 
7,200,000,009 reis (1,600,000/.) in two instalments—the first on 
the day when the contract is signed, and the second 60 days 
after that date. Non-payment of either implies the immediate 
recission of the contract. 

“The annual rent of 4,250,000,000 reis (944,444/.), which is 
to be paid monthly, is to be the minimum amount of any tender. 

“The place and date for receiving tenders, as well as all the 
conditions and bases of the contract, will be duly advertised.” 


Bounties TO PorTUGUESE SHIPS. 


With reference to the article on pp. 170-1 of the August 
number of the Board of Trade Journal, with reference to a Bill 
introduced into the Portuguese Chamber of Deputies granting 
bounties to Portuguese shipping, a despatch, dated the 21st Sep- 
tember, has been received from Sir G. G. Petre, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon, to the effect that the Bill in question pas:ed 
into law on the 15th September. 


REGULATIONS AFFECTING CONCESSIONS OF LAND IN ANGOLA 
AND MOZAMBIQUE. 


Mr. H. L. Churchill, Her Majesty’s Acting-Consul at Mozam- 
bique, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 16th August, 
forwards the following translation of a Portuguese decree regulat- 
ing the granting and holding of concessions in Mozambique :— 

Art. I—The Government is authorised to concede on certain 
conditions uncultivated or unutilised land belonging to the State, 
in the provinces of Angola and Mozambique, to any national or 
foreign society, company or individual, for the cultivation of 
cotton or other articles, and for the installation of necessary plant 
for such purpose. 

§ 1st. Concessions will be direct, and independent of public 
auctions and the terms and formalities prescribed in Chapter 4 
of the law of the 21st August 1856. 

§ 2nd. The rent is fixed at 10 reis (4d.) per hectare. 

§ 3rd. The extent of land to be granted will be regulated in 
accordance with the means at the disposal of the concessionnaires, 
and with the nature and situation of the said lands. 


Art. II.—In each of the provinces of Angola and Mozambique, 
the respective Governor-General in Council is authorised to grant 
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concessions as mentioned in the preceding article, and according 
to terms of the same, so long as the land included in each of the 
suid concessions does not exceed 1,000 hectares. 


Art. III.—Land leased in virtue of the present decree should 
be duly improved—within a period not to exceed five years—the 
limit will be stipulated in the concessions. 


Art. IV.—A_ concessionnaire who, after a lapse of two years, 
fails to bring at least one-quarter of the land conceded to him 
under regular cultivation, will be liable to the loss of the land 
uncultivated, or will have to pay a fine of from 100 to 1,000 reis 
for each year lapsed, and for each hectare unimproved according 
to Article 7 of the law of the 21st of August 1856. 


§ 1st. Should the concessionnaire pay the said fine, the period 
to which the present article refers will be extended for another 
year. However, if at the end of the extended time even the 
quarter referred to remains uncultivated, the concessionnaire will 
incur the forfeiture of the uncultivated land, which will revert to 


the State. 


§ 2nd. The periods mentioned in this article will be computed 
from the day on which the concessionnaire takes possession“of the 
land conceded to him. 

§ 3rd. The concessionnaire of land is allowed, during a period of 
10 years from the date of the concession, and subject to the 
superintendence of the competent authority, to enter, free of duty, 
any materials, machinery, and utensils requisite for the cultivation 
of land, for erection of buildings and working plant therein, and 
for conveyance of produce. 


SERVIAN FoREIGN TRADE IN 1889. 


Mr. F, R. St. John, Her Majesty’s Minister at Belgrade, 
writing to the Foreign Office, under date of the 8th September, 
forwards a tabular statement published in the Official Gazette, 
showing the comparative va'ue of imports and exports in Servia 
during the years 1888 and 1889. 

Imports in 1889 were valued at 1,393,734/., against 1,407,353/. 
in 1888. From Austria-Hungary goods to the value of 905,825/, 
were received, and from Great Britain 149,6897. The value of 
the exports in 1889 was 1,562,685/, as compared with 1,556,360/. 
in 1888. The lion’s share is again taken by Austria, with 
1,375,080/. worth, the next country in order of importance bein 
Turkey, with 61,871/, The exports to Great Britain were value 
at 6,356/. only. 

Mr. St. J ae states that fully 10 per cent. of the imports repre- 
sented as coming from Austria-Hungary are really of British origin, 
and introduced into Servia from Vienna, which they reach in bond, 
and from the free sea-ports of Trieste and Fiume. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Tue Ecyrtian Corron Crop. 


Mr. G. H. Portal, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Cairo, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 7th September, 
forwards an extract from the Egyptian Gazette, giving a summa 
of the information received from the provinces of Egypt by the 
Alexandria General Produce Association, respecting the cotton 
crop of 1890. The following is a copy of the summary in 
question :— 


“ The cotton crop this year gives every sign of being a good one, 
thanks, in great measure, to the improvement in the supply of 
water during the low Nile, which has been effected by the works 
executed by Colonel Sir Colin Scott Moncrief at the Barrage. 

“TI am, however, informed that, although the crop will, in all 
probability, be up to, if not above, the average, the cultivators 
will experience grave difficulty in disposing of their cotton. 

“ The principal merchants and dealers in Alexandria‘are refusing 
to buy new cotton, as they have not yet got rid of their old stock 
from last year ; and the great fall in the price of cotton at Liver- 
pool is likely to cause considerable difficulties here, by increasing 
the unwillingness of the large holders here to part with their old 
stock at a heavy loss, or to buy the new crop. 

“« Another serious obstacle with which the Egyptian cultivators 
will have to contend this year is the remarkable rise in the freight 
demanded just now by the steamship companies for the conveyance 
of all sorts of produce from Alexandria toEngland. The freight 
for cotton to Liverpool at the present moment is 15s, per ton, and 
it is confidertly expected at Alexandria that on the arrival there, 
in a week or two, of this year’s cotton, it will be raised to 20s. 
Last year the average freight was 18s. 10d. per ton of 40 cubic 
feet. For wheat too, the freight from Alexandria is now 3s. per 
quarter, as against 2s. 3d. last year. It is feared that even these 
excessive prices will rise still higher. Egypt is a purely agri- 
cultural country, and nearly the whole of its produce has to leave 
the country by the port of Alexandria. The amount of corn and 
cotton awaiting exportation there will very shortly be vastly 
increased by the whole of this year’s crops. There are, apparently, 
hardly any ships coming there at present, and it is, therefore, in 
the power of the few who do still visit the port to charge almost 
famine prices for the freight of Egyptian produce.” 


Persian TRADE vid THE KArtn RIver. 


Since the opening of the KArfin for the free navigation of all 
countries in October 1888, very little progress has, says Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Baghdad, been made in the donilen- 
ment of trade there. The arrangements for payment of 
Customs dues, and providing suitable building at the various 
places on the river, are still unsettled ;-and, consequently, the 


Oct. 1890.] EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC, ETC, REPORTS. 431 


difficulties of getting goods forwarded into the interior of Persia 
and of collecting and bringing to the seaport of Muhamra, the 
natural produce of the country, are so great, that only a very few 
merchants have availed themselves of this route for trade with 
Southern and Central Persia. Customs buildings are urgently 
needed at Muhamra, Ahwd&z, and Shuster. For want of them, at 
the present time goods have to be left in boats, or else be stacked 
on the river bank without any protection from the weather. 

Existing roads need to be improved, and new ones made into 
the interior, in order to develop the small existing trade, and open 
up new districts for the consumption of European manufactures, 
and the collection of the natural produce. 

The principal articles for export are—cotton, wool, grain, and 
opium, and for import, textile fabrics of England and India, loaf 
sugar, metals, and hardware; bnt the trade is insignificant at 
present, with perhaps the exception of grain exported and Indian 
fabrics imported, but it is impossible to give any figures as to the 
volume or value of the trade. 

The Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company were 
the first to avail themselves of the opening of the KArfin, and they 
have maintained a fortnightly service from Bussorah to Ahw4z 
and back, from November 1888, until the present time. It is 
said that the Company sustain a money loss in maintaining this 
service, and in the various endeavours to keep up communicatian 
with the interior by Persian boats on the Upper River between 
Ahwaz and Sushter. The Bombay and Persian Steam Navigation 
Company sent up a small steamer from Bombay, which made a 
few voyages to Ahwaz and back ; but failing to obtain cargo, and 
finding also that their steamer was unsuitable for the work owing 
to its great draught of water, they abandoned the project and 
sent the vessel back to Bombay. The small steamer belonging to 
the Shaikh (and governor) of Muhamra is the only other posted 
on the Karin. Arrangements are in progress for a steam service 
on the Upper River conducted by the Persians.—(No. 783, Foreign 
Office Annual Series.) 


UnitTep States Sutprine Bounties. 


A despatch, dated the 26th August, has been received from 
Sir J. Pauncefote, Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington, 
enclosing copies of a Bill passed by the United States Senate on 
July 12th, and afterwards in progress in the House of Represen- 
tatives, to “ place the American merchant marine, engaged in the 
foreign trade, upon an equality with that of other nations.” The 
following is a copy of the text of the Bill in question :— 

An Act to place the American merchant marine, engaged in 
the foreign trade, upon an equality with that of other nations. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, that on and 
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after the passage of this Act there shall be paid, out of any moneys 
in the Treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, 
to any vessel of more than 500 tons gross register, whether sail or 
steam, constructed in and wholly owned by citizens of the United 
States or so owned and registered pursuant to the laws thereof, 
and which shall be engaged in the foreign trade, plying between 
the ports of the United States and foreign ports, the sum of 
15 cents. per gross registered ton for the first 500 miles or fraction. 
thereof sailed outward, and the same sum for the first 500 miles or 
fraction thereof sailed inward, on any voyage or voyages ; 15 cents 
per gross registered ton for the second 500 miles or fraction thereof 
sailed outward, and the same sum for the second 500 miles or 
fraction thereof sailed inward; and 30 cents per gross registered 
ton for each thonsand miles thereafter, and pro rata for any distance. 
sailed less than 1,000 miles after the first thousand miles sailed: 
Provided that the foreign port to which the voyage is made 
shall be distant more than 70 miles seaward from the ocean or 
gulf boundary of the United States; and such payments to any 
vessel as aforesaid shall be paid to the owner or owners thereof, 
upon proof of the distance actually sailed, to be ascertained and 
the payment to be made under such regulations as the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall prescribe and promulgate, distances between 

rts to be determined by measurements which shall be furnished 
by the United Staies Weduaseghie Office to the Bureau of 

avigation. The payments.at the rate of 30 cents per ton for 
each 1,000 miles sailed, as herein provided, shall continue for the 
term of 10 years at that rate, and thereafter for another term of 
nine years at a reduction of 3 cents per ton each year upon each 
1,009 miles sailed, and pro rata for any less distance. 


Sect. 2. That no vessel shall be entitled to the benefits of this 
Act unless its entire cargo shall be loaded at a port or ports of the 
United States and discharged at one or more foreign ports, or shall 
be loaded at one or more foreign ports and discharged at a port or 
ports in the United States; nor shall a vessel be entitled to 
receive payment under this Act unless it shall have freight on 
board at the time of sailing to the amount, in tons weight or 
measurement, of at least 25 per centum of the net register 
tonnage, 2,240 pounds or 40 cubic feet, to make a ton of cargo. 
Nor shall a vessel be entitled to payment under this Act that 
makes any discrimination between or gives unequal facilities to 
competitive transportatioa lines in the receiving or forwarding of 
freights or passengers at any port or ports in the United States 
or at any foreign port. ; 


Sect. 3. That no vessel shall be entitled to the benefits of 
this Act unless all the officers thereof shall be citizens of the 
United States, in conformity with the existing laws; nor unless 
upon each departure from the United States the following pro- 

rtion of the crew shall be citizens of the United Staies to wit: 
Durin the first two years this Act shall be in force, one-sixth 
thereof, during the next three succeeding years, one third thereof, 
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and during the remaining term of this Act, at least one-half 
thereof; nor unless there be carried on vessels of less than one 
thousand tons gross register one native-born apprentice, and 
on vessels of one thousand tons and upward one such apprentice 
for each thousand tons or three-fourths fraction thereof. 


Sect. 4. That, to owners of vessels already built, payments 
nnder this Act shall be made for such time only as each shall 
stand inspection and hold character, if wood-built, not lower than 
the second-grade (A 14), in a scale of six grades, in the record of 
American and foreign shipping, or the corresponding classification 
in any other incorporated American register of shipping that has 
or shall have the unqualified indorsement of the boards of marine 
underwriters of New Orleans, Louisiana, New York, New York, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Boston, Massachusetts, and San 
Francisco, California. If iron or steel built, payments shall be 
made for such time only as each vessel shall stand inspection, and 
hold character not lower than the second class (A 1, thirteen years) 
in the record of American and foreign shipping or the correspond- 
ing classification in any other incorporated American register of 
shipping that has or shall have the unqualified indorsements of 
the boards of marine underwriters of New Orleans, Louisiana, 
New York, New York, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Boston, 
Massachusetts, and San Francisco, California. 


Sect. 5. That vessels keel-laid and built after the passage of 
this Act, in order to be entitled to payments after losing or lapsing 
from class in the first grade if wood-built, or from the first class 
or division if iron or steel built, must have been so well constructed 
as to have been classed originally in the highest grade of the first 
class, or first division, to wit: If wood-built, Al, twelve years; 
and if iron or steel built, A, sixteen years, in the record of 
American and foreign shipping, or the corresponding classification 
in any other incorporated American register of shipping that has 
or shall have the unqualified indorsements of the boards of marine 
underwriters of New Orleans, Louisiana, New York, New York, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Boston, Massachusetts, and San Fran- 
cisco, California; the foregoing classification to be subject to the 
approval of the Bureau of Navigation, in the discretion of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. Vessels so built and classed for 
the highest character shall receive payments as in section four 
provided for vessels already built. Vessels unclassed in the 
register named in this Act, or in an American register whose 
rules for building and inspection are fully equal in requirements, 
and all vessels whose class has expired or been suspended or 
withdrawn shall be disentitled to paymeuts while this disqualifica- 
tion exists. 
™ Sect. 6. That the Government of the United States shall have 
the right, during the time this Act shail be in force, to purchase 
or charter any vessel receiving the benefits of this Act at a price 
to be fixed by agreement with their owners or agents, or by the 


judgment of appraisers, mutually selected in case of disagreement. 
64181, D 
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Sect. 7. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall fix the times 
and manner of payments, prescribe the vouchers, with forms of 
account, and verifications, upon which payments shall be made, 
and shall adopt whatever regulations may be necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this Act. 


Sitver CURRENCY IN EcuApDor. 


Mr. Alfrei Cartwright, Her Majestys Acting Consul at 
Guayaquil, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 28th August, 
states that the Government of Ecuador has published a decree 
dated the 14th August, declaring that only national money coined 
with the weight and standard fixed by the law of Ist April 1884 
shall be a legal tender in the Republic. Previous to this decree 
foreign silver of equal weight and standard was considered as a 
legal tender. 


THE Cusan SuGarR Crop. 


A report, dated the 2nd September, has been received from 
Mr. A, de C. Crowe, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana, 
enclosing an approximate return of the result of the Cuban sugar- 
crop for 1889-90; also a return showing the amount of sugar 
exported for the first half of the present year, the countries 
importing it, and the relative per-centage each received. 

rom this statement it appears that the crop of 1889-90 is 
estimated to produce 675,233 tons, as against 544,300 tons in 
1888-89. Of molasses this year there are 102,930 tons, compared 
with 93,860 tons in the previous year. The exports of sugar for 
the first six months of this year amounted to 380,642 tons, of 
which quantity the United States took 333,188 tons, or 87°54 per 
cent. The share of Great Britain is almost infinitesimal. The 
number of tons of molasses exported in the same period was 
115,081 ; 99°54 per cent. of these was taken by the United States, 


New SItver CornaGE at CANTON. 


Mr. Chaloner Alabaster, Her Majesty’s Consul at Canton, 
writing to the Foreign Office on the 23rd July, encloses copy and 
translation of a proclamation with reference to the issue of the 
new silver coinage at the port of Canton, The translation reads 
as follows :— 


“ Some time since we received instructions from his Excellency 
the late Viceroy Chang, that he had memorialised the Throne 
that foreign silver coin from becoming current at Canton had 


° 
| 
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spread to Kuangshi, Fuhkien, Formosa, Chekiang, Kiangsu, 
Khiangshi, Kiangnan, Shantung, Chikli, An-hui, Hupei, and as 
far as Changsha and Hsiang-tan in Hunan and Ta Chien-lu in 
Szechnan, and that there was no place in their surroundings 
whither it had not reached; that to meet the need for coinage 
and obtain the profit connected with it, the Canton province had 
obtained machinery for the coinage of cash and silver coinage. 

“ That on the silver coins there was inscribed on the one side the 
four characters ‘ Kuanghsi, Yuan, Rao’ in Manchee and Chinese, 
surrounded by the characters Kuang tung shéng tsao, Ku ping 
chi chien urh fen (7 mace, 2 candareens, Treasury weight, coined 
at Canton), and on the reverse a dragon with an inscription in 
foreign characters surrounding it; that the half dollar and smailer 
coins were on the same model for convenience of foreign trade. 

« That when coined they would be issued in payment of sa'aries, 
&c., &., and that they would be received equally with foreign coin 
in payment of salt tax, lekin, and other miscellaneous imposts, and 
in pryment of Customs duties hitherto payable in foreign coin ; 
that his Excellency had received authority from the Throne to 
make the experiment, and in obedience thereto his Excellency 
had already coined dollars, and reported that he had done so, and 
that the coinage would come into operation from the 4th moon 
of the present year (19th May). 

‘The subsidiary coinage of 7 candareens, 2 cash, and 3 can- 
dareens and 6 cash (10 cents and 5 cents) having now been coined 
in some quantity, and both the larger and smaller coins having 
severally been minted in adequate quantities for the payment of 
salaries and general use if merchants choose to employ them in 
payment of taxes and Customs dues, they will be received as 
equally current with foreign dollars, 

“ Besides reporting this to the high authorities, we have therefore 
to notify all conditions of men that if they come across the new 
coinage of this province, whether the larger or small denomina- 
tions, they must take them at the current rate and not attempt to 
take them at a discount, and insist on allowances for loss of 
weight, meltage, &c. Nor must they privately coin them or 
make imitations under peralty of severe punishment.” 


ARGENTINE IMMIGRATION. 


Mr. G. D. Bland, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Buenos 
Ayres, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 11th August, 
transmits translation of a decree passed by the Argentine Govern- 
ment abolishing assisted immigration in the Argentine Republic. 
The following is a copy of the translation in question: — 


Art. 1, That the granting in foreign countries of assisted 
passages shall be abolished, 


D2 
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Art. 2. That the aforesaid passages may be granted to landed 
proprietors, farmers, employers of labour, colonisation companies, 
and other bodies who apply for them in the Republic under their 
——e and in the forms established by the regulations in 
orce. 


Art. 3. That the applicants shall fix the term within which 
they will make use of the passages granted, which shall not 
exceed six months, tiiose which have not been made use of during 
that time to be returned as not utilised. 


Art. 4. That passages made use of after the term indicated 
shall not have the benefit of the letters of exchange, and the 
guarantors shall pay the amount, on the arrival of the immigrants, 
in cash. 


Art. 5. That, for the proper carrying out of the preceding 
article, every passage shall be viséd and dated gratuitously by the 
Argentine Consul in the port of embarkation. 


Art. 6. That from the date on which they receive the com- 
munication cf this decree, the information agents shall not issue 
any more of the*assisted passages which they have on hand, 
limiting themselves to ascertaining the general condition of the 
immigrants that embark with the passages issued in the Republic. 


Art. 7. That from the operation of the preceding regulation 
shall be excepted the 3,000 passages which, in accordance with 
the arrangements made by the decree of 19th June last, the 
Department of Immigration was authorised to distribute with the 
view of bringing over immigrants, asked for by employers of 
labour in the Province of Tucuman, as well as the passages 
already promised by the Central Office in Paris. 


| 
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VIII.—MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 


Prorosep Tosacco Monopory 1n Russii.—The Journal 
de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople for the 13th 
September says 

It is stated that a financial syndicate is petitioning the Russian 
Government with a view to obtain the monopoly for tobacco in 
Russia. This syndicate will offer to pay asum larger than the 
yield of the present import duties. Negotiations have already 
been opened with the tobacco manufacturers of Odessa. 

The Journal is of opinion that this enterprise is stili only in 
embryo. In the meantime that which for the moment is certain, 
as regards the tobacco trade, is that, according to the latest news 
from Odessa, the Russian Government, while disposed to levy new 
duties on certain products of foreign origin, which native industry 
can fully supply, has just decreed for foreign tobaccos also an 
increase of the Customs duty, and the import duty on tobacco of 
foreign origin has just been increased from 15 to 18 roubles per 


poud, 


Works 1n to the Journal de la 
Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople for the 13th September, 
the works for the improvement of the Vistula, will, it appears, be 
finished in the course of this year. The Minister of Ways of 
Communication having visited these works quite recently— 
principally those of the dyke in course of construction—has 
assigned the sum of 300,000 roubles required for finishing what 
has been commenced. 

It is also stated that, in order to regulate the eastern course of 
the Bng, in view of the raft traffic, a company has been organised 
with the assistance of the State, and that the necessary works 
will be vigorously pushed forward. 

A draft of statutes has been submitted for the approval of the 
Russian Ministry of Ways and Communications, with a view to 
establishing a company, having as its object the piercing of the 
Perekop canal. In the list of founders of this enterprise, which 
is under the patronage of the Duc de Leuchtenberg, figure the 
State Councillors Malzow and Ewald. The original capital of the 
company is 100 million francs, and will be covered either by 
shares or by the issue of 500 francs bonds bearing interest at 
5 per cent. The object of the company is: (1.) Cutting and 
working of a canal 110 versts long between the port of 
Jemitschesk on the Sea of Azov and the Gulf of Perekop; 
(2.) Organisation and maintenance of a regular service on the 
canal, the Black Sea, and the Sea of Azov; (3.) Draining of the 
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portion of the Siwasch, which is not navigable, for the construc- 
tion of the high banks of the projected canal. The company 
will remain as owner of the canal, as well as of the drained portion, 
for a period of 91 years. The width of the canal will be 70 feet, 
and the depth 12 feet. The depth of the roadsteads to be 
constructed at the two extremities of the canal must not exceed 
15 feet. The period for the construction of the canal is fixed at 
six years, 


Russtan ComMERctaL AGENCIES IN Persta.—According 
to the Russe Commerciale, Russian manufacturers are making 
strenuous efforts to extend their trade in Persia. A commercial 
and industriwl company has been formed at St. Petersburg, which 
will establish branches in Persia with a view to facilitate the 
introduction of the manufactured products of Moscow and Lodz. 
It would appear that large quantities of printed calicoes, with 
— according to the Persian taste, have been ordered in 

ussia, 


Discovery oF Sitver Mines 1n Russia. — The Gazette 
Russe announces the recent discovery of large silver mines at the 
Kouban sources. The land belongs to a mining company, wo 
has ceded the working of it to an engineering specialist, the same 
person who established the existence of these mines. He has 
discovered more than 20 deposits of silver and lead, some of 
which were worked in olden time, although in a most primitive 
fashion. 

An essential feature in the matter is that deposits of coal have 
been discovered in the same district. Searching examinations 
conducted as recently as March last have proved the unexampled 
richness of these mines, and an analysis of the samples extracted 
has shown that the ore contains a large proportion of metal. 

The most distant deposits are only 140 versts from the railway, 
and the roads leading thither are kept in good order. Further, the 
river has a plentiful supply of water, and its current is rapid, 
which will facilitate the establishment of works. 


Russtan Beet Crop.—The Russian Journal du Ministére des 
Finances reports that this year there has been an extraordinarily 
abundant crop of beet-root.. The crop will amount to more than 
28 million berkovets (berkovet = 360 lbs. avoirdupois), and will 
exceed by about 17 per cent. that of last year. The beet planta- 
tions have an area of 284,075 deciatines (deciatine = 2°7 acres), 
against 253,253 deciatines in 1889 and 251,326 in 1888. The 
average crop is 987°8 pouds (poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois) per 
deciatine. 
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Russ1aN AND CHINESE TRADE IN Russian 
Journal du Ministére des Finances publishes a statement of the 
movement of trade between China and Russia vid Kiakhta during 
the first four months of 1890. Exports from Russia amount to 
1,182,046 roubles, and show, compared with the corresponding 
eriod of 1889, a decrease of 525,475 r, Russian goods figure 
in these exports for 527,386 r. China has supplied to Russia 
goods valued at 2,498,714 r. (principally tea), that is to say, 
about 2 million roubles less than during the first four months 
of 1889. 


German Wine Cutrivators’ ConGress.— According to the 
Deutcher Reichs Anzeiger of the 30th August, the twelfth congress 
of wine cultivators will meet between the 6th and the 12th of 
December next at Worms, in connexion with an exhibition of 
the latest apparatus and utensils for the manufacture and storage 
_ of wine. 

Among the questions for discussion are the following :—The 
classes of grape which, under existing conditions, are best suited 
to the production of red wine in Germany. The drainage of 
vineyards, with reference to its cost, and the beneficial results 
arising therefrom. The latest experiences regarding the process 
of grafting. What conditions exercise a favourable influence on 
wine cultivation. The various methods of training and pruning 
the vines and their effects as regards quantity and quality of the 
produce. The diminution of the costs of production by the 
cultivation of so-called “ creeping” or ‘‘ bush ” vines. 


Tue Rag TrapE in Germany IN 1889.— The Gorlitz 
Chamber of Commerce in its annual report for 1889 states that 
this trade was very unsatisfactory during last year, Prices are 
so low that the country people have ceased collecting rags. The 
cheapness of paper manufactured from wood and cellulose compels 
manufacturers to use rags very sparingly, the cost attending the 
use of the latter being increased by the necessity of sorting, and 
the loss which takes place in the process of pulping. The export 
trade to America has suffered through the competition with 
Russia and China, 

The trade in rags for the manufacture of art wools was more 
lucrative. Prices for alpacas, as well as other sorts, which rose 
in December 1888 from 80 to 100 per cent., maintained their 
footing, and trade was brisk, 


Tue Crops In WirtemBura. — The Deutscher Reichs 
Anzeiger of the 27th August publishes a résumé of a report prepared 
by the President of the Stuttgart Agricultural Produce Exchange 
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concerning the crops of Wiirtemburg: for 1890. The average 
crop being represented by the figures 100, a comparison may be 
drawn between certain crops of this and the preceding year :— 


Spelt. Rye. | Barley. Oats. Peas. Beane 


1890 110°04 106°58 | 103°31 104°92 102°22 104°09 101°75 101°42 
1889 88°52 90°90 | 95°81 94°35 92°57 102°72 94°19 100°16 


“ From these figures it will be seen,” says the Deutscher Reichs 
Anzeiger, “that both as regards winter and summer corn, the 
* crops have been a decided success. The produce of all kinds 
* of corn crops may be described as being above the average, and 
“ the quality as excellent. The crops bave in no case suffered 
“ damage from fire, and only in certain districts where they have 
* not yet been secured is there any danger of deterioration 
“ arising from unfavourable weather. All kinds of green crops 
“ are in excellent condition, Hay and clover, however, suffered 
“ some damage through wet weather. The early potato crop is 
“ satisfactory, and there is every prospect of a good crop of late 
“ potatoes. About half only of the usual fruit crop is expected. 
* Although the vine is fairly satisfactory, yet, owing to the 
“ prevalence of wet weather ir the time of blossoming, the 
* produce will probably be somewhat diminished. With regard 
“© to hops there is much to be desired, and not more than half a 
“ crop is expected.” 


Pouttry Farmine 1n Francr.—-The Journal de la Chambre 
de Commerce de Constantinople for the 6th September says that 
according to statistics recently drawn up in France there are 
computed te be 45 million fowls, which at the average price of 
two shillings each, represent a value of 4,500,000 One-fifth of 
the 45 million poultry is annually consumed. 

Two million male birds are also sold yearly for purposes of 
consumption and yield 200,000/.; the number of egg-layers 
is estimated at 22 millions, from which at least 5 million chickens 
are reared. 

Finally, it is estimated that poultry farming in France yields 
annually 13,496,000/., of which 6,140,000/. is obtained from the 
sale of the flesh of the fowls, and 7,356,000/. the sale and 


consumption of eggs. 


EFFORTS TO FOSTER HunGariaN Foreian TraDe.—In a 
report to the Foreign Office, dated the 25th September last, Sir 
A. Nicolson, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Buda-Pesth, says :— 

“«‘ For some time past there have been discussions in the public 
press as to the best means of promoting the foreign trade of 
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Hungary, and the various suggestions which have been made 
from time to time appear now to have taken a practical shape. A 
committee was formed to inquire into the matter, and this body 
has now decided to establish a bank, which is to bear the title of 
‘Hungarian Commercial Joint Stock Company.’ In the pro- 
spectus which has been issued it is stated that the main objects of 
the company are to encourage and assist those firms which are 
engaged in the import and export trades, to act as intermediaries 
in the purchase and sale of home and foreign goods, and, by 
creating commercial agencies abroad, to assist in discovering new 
markets for the disposal of Hungarian products. Special attention, 
it is said, will be paid to the development of the import and 
export trade by Fiume, and to promoting commerce with the 
Eastern States of Europe. The Minister of Commerce has 

romised to afford the company all the support which he may 
egally be entitled to give. The capital of the company is to 
amount to 2,500,000 florins (about 208,0002.), of which 1,200,000 
florins (100,0002.) will at present be open to subscription. The 
capital will consist of 12,500 shares, payable to bearer, of 200 fl. 
(about 16/. 10s.) per share. The minimum amount cf subscription 
which will be accepted is for five shares, and the subscription list 
will be closed on 31st October. 


Rattway DevELOPMENT IN TurKEY.—The following par- 
ticulars respecting railway development in Turkey are extracted 
from the Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 13th September :— 

The prospects which are opening in Turkey for railway enter- 
prise are growing daily more encouraging. On the 2nd June last, 
the first section of the railway from Anatolia Ismidt to Ada-Bazar 
was opened for traffic, and in the course of this autumn the 
second section of this line as far as Lefké will be opened. The 
Jaffa-Jerusalem railway, projected so many years ago is now a 
settled thing, the concessionnaire, M. Youssouf Navon, having 
terminated all arrangements for executing the concession which 
has been granted to him. The line from St. Jean d’Acre to 
Damascus with three branches has been conceded to Youssouf 
Effendi Elias. The financial arrangements concerning this enter- 
prise leave no doubt as to the execution of the project. The 
scheme for a railway between Samsoun and Sivas would appear 
to be favourably entertained at the Porte. The persons who 
have demanded a concession for it appear, it is said, to be in earnest, 
and hopes are entertained that they will bring the enterprise to a 
successful result. 

The proposed line from Samsoun to Sivas is from certain points 
of view, open to some objections, which are however compensated 
by some advantages. Thus, as regards the prosperity of trade 
this line is of undoubted utility; but strategic considerations, it 
may be said, would counsel perhaps the construction of a line 
between Angora and Sivas and of still another line between 
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Angora and Amassia. In supposing the section betwcen Amassia 
and Samsoun, and by directing all the products of the districts of 
Amassia, Sivas, and Tchoroum on the Sea of Marmora, in place 
of transporting them to the Black Sea, all objections with regard 
to the line such as it is now projected would disappear. The 
Marmora being an Ottoman sea is the best outlet for the products 
of the northern provinces and Asia Minor, The land route is 
longer than that which ends at the Black Sea, but the ship’s 
freight are not so high, and no port of the Black Sea can be 
compared with that of Ismidt. ‘These points will not escape the 
attention of the commercial and military authorities. 

A Belgian is soliciting the Ottoman Government to obtain the 
concession of a railway (about 42 kilometres) from Moudania to 
Broussa, the ancient capital of the Ottoman empire, famous for 
its baths, its springs of mineral water, and the importance of its 
trade. Broussa is the rendezvous, in spring and autumn, of the 
fashionable world of Constantinople, of tourists and of rich invalids. 
The railway in question was constructed years ago by the Turkish 
Government on the 1°10 metre gauge, but afterwards abandoned 
without having ever been put into working, because, it is said, of 
the bad execution of the works. It will be a question also of 
connecting this line with that from Ismidt to Angora. 

Finally, the question is being warmly discussed of granting a 
concession for a line joining the Eastern railways, from a point 
in Turkey in Europe, between Adrianople and Constantinople, 
with the lines of Asia which will be connected at the Dardanelles 
by pontoons on which the passage will be effected between the 
shores of Europe and Asia, 


MinERAL Deposits 1n BuLGarta.—According to the Journal 
de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople for the 6th September, 
coal, argentiferous lead, iron, pyrites of iron, manganese, gypsum, 
malachite, graphite, and kaolin are found in the soil of Bulgaria 
in large quantities. 

Two zones seem to be more particularly rich in coal, one 
extending north-west of Sofia across the districts of Vladaia, 
Moshino, Panichavaro as far as Breznick ; the other from Tirnovo 
as far as the Balkan chain. 

Copper shows itself near Soropolis (Prefecture of Bourgas), 
and scorize from an old mine have been found there. 

The streams of Guliavo, Razmetnitza, Kustendil, Moshino, and 
Tatar-Bazardjik contain auriferous sands. 

Quite recently a bed of quartz containing the tourmalin and 
amethyst has been discovered. This mineral wealth has been 
hitherto but little worked. Unfortunately but little attention has 
been paid to these discoveries. 

A single coal-mine is in work. It is that of Moshino, near 
Sofia. In 1887 the Bulgarian Government granted a concession 
for 15 years for this mine. The concessionnaire is obliged to sell 
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the product (lignite) at a maximum of 9s. 6d. per ton cn the 
spot for the first quality, and 4s. 9d. the inferior qualities ; he 
pays arent of 3s. 3d. per ton of coal extracted. The average 
yield of this mine is 17,000 tons. 

The working of minerals is abandoned. There is only one iron 
mine at Samakow ; its production is, however, diminishing yearly, 


Pium Crop 1n Bosnia.—The French Consul at Bosna-Serai 
in a recent report says :— 

“ At this season of the year numerous requests are always made 
by French merchants interested in the trade for detailed accounts 
as to the probable result of the plum crop in Bosnia. 1 have, 
therefore, taken pains to obtain the following report. 

“ At first it was believed that the first picking would almost be 
nil in this province, and that, especially in the Possavina, the 
fruit-trees were entirely leafless. The districts on the left bank 
of the Bosna were represented as being in a lamentable condition ; 
while those on the right bank, such as Wiagloy, Kladovj, Vlasmica, 
Drimca, Bjilina, Gracanica, Gradacac, Otasje, and Breka, could 
be counted upon for quality, but could not hope to supply any- 
thing like the average quantity. 

“ It now appears, however, that the crop will be about a third 
less in amount than that of 1889; but as the quality seems this 
time to be sensibly superior to the average of past years, we must 
hope that the deficiencies of the quantity will be made up for 
by a corresponding increase in the price.” 


ProposED ABOLITION OF THE RaFTIEH System IN 
—The Egyptian Government has, says the Journal de la Chambre 
de Commerce de Constantinople, been busily engaged for some time 
in devising means for increasing the revenues uf the State. Among 
the projects which have been under discussion with this view, one 
deals, it is said, with the establishment of a monopoly on tobaccos 
in Egypt. But independently of this important project, a second, 
which is much more difficult of realisation, seems to also engage 
the attention of influential circles in Egypt: this is, the scheme 
for the abolition of the raftiehs. The country, it is certain, will 
derive a considerable profit from the suppression of this system. 

At present all merchandise arriving from the Ottoman Empire, 
aang with a raftieh showing that it has paid import duties in 

urkey, enjoys the privilege of entering free into Egypt. 

Reciprocally, all merchandise which has paid Customs duties in 
Egypt is exempt from any duty on entry into Turkey. 

At first sight, it will be believed, says the Phare d’ Alexandrie 
journal, that by reason of this reciprocity, the system of raftichs 
entails neither losses nor profits for Egypt or Turkey. In reality 
it is not so, and this system causes, by reason of certain particular 
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circumstances, a serious prejudice to the Egyptian Treasury. One 
of the chief reasons for which this system is unfavourable to the 


- interests of Egypt is that certain merchants, preferring to land in 


Turkey the goods destined for Egypt, pay the duties, take a 
raftieh, and discharge their cargo free of duty in Egyptian ports. 
Thus, there is a serious loss for the Treasury. Moreover, Egypt 
exports less merchandise destined for Turkey than that country 
imports into Egypt, resulting in a difference unfavourable to the 
latter country. So much so that, according to calculations made, 
Egypt loses annually by reason of this combination, 70,000/. or 
&0,000/7. 

It is with a view to remedy this state of things that the mission 
to Constantinople by M. Ornstein, sub-director of Egyptian 
Customs, is being pursued. 

The principal object of this mission will be, according to the 
journal mentioned above, to arrive at an understanding with the 
general direction of Ottoman Customs to obtain the abolition of 
raftiehs, 


CULTIVATION OF Corton IN TuRKEsTAN.— The Russian 
Gazette de Moscou gives the following account of the cultivation 
of cotton in Turkestan :— 

“Tt is well known that in Turkestan and the neighbouring 
regions the cultivation of cotton has of late made considerable 
progress, and that the exportation of Asiatic cotton is distinctly 
on the increase. But, if competent persons are to be believed, 
this industry has by no means yet attained to the full development 
of which it is capable. The reason of this has been the absence 
of a credit accessible to the cultivators and merchants. This 
difficulty has at last been met, at least in part. The commission 
instructed by the Minister of Finance to study the best means of 
evcouraging the cultivation of and trade in Central Asiatic cotton 
has come to the conclusion that the State bank might grant 
advances on the guarantee of cotton ready to be sent off and 
stored in the warehouses of the railway or of the delivery com- 
panies. The State bank might even consent, in case of need, to 
erect for this purpose special buildings, but this can only be 
decided on the spot when the time comes. 

“ At the same time the commission is of opinion that advances 
from the bank of Russia would be of more direct advantage to 
the merchants than to the growers of cotton. It has therefore 
judged it advisable that a credit should be opened to the growers, 
in order to give them an opportunity of procuring good seed and 
os ages instruments, and of proceeding to the irrigation of their 

elds. {n the territories of Central Asia, the cultivation of cotton 
is in the hands of natiyes who possess the land in common. The 
commission has therefore come to the conclusion that it will be 
better to pay the advances to entire communes rather than to 
divide them among individuals. But this would be to act in direct 
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contradiction to the statutes of the bank, and would need special 
legislation. As far as regards the sending of advances on the 
guarantee of cotton which has been warehoused, that project has 
already been approved of, and the bank of Kussia will proceed to 
carry this out as soon as the minute is issued, which will no doubt 
be when the Minister of Finances has returned from his journey 
to Turkestan.” 


TRADE OF YOKOHAMA.—The London and China Telegraph 
says that the Yokohama General Chamber of Commerce has 
issued the usual table showing the statistics of the principal 
articles of trade for the six months ending 30th June 1889. The 
import of cotton yarn shows a considerable increase, compared 
with the similar period of last year. Other classes of cotton 
goods, with a few exceptions, also show increases. In metals the 
increased import of bar iron is the only feature. Kerosene oil 
also shows an improvement. The total estimated value of 
deliveries for the six months amounts to 9,440,500 dole. With 
regard to exports there is a decrease of nearly 5,000 bales, 
compared with the first half of 1889. The total tea export is 
10,934,134 lbs., compared with 9,898,619 lbs. for the first six 
months of last year. The total estimated value of the export 
for the six months amounts to 11,551,250 dols. The amount of 
treasure imported amounted to 216,000 dols., and that exported 
to 3,063,236 dols. The total tonnage inwards for the six months 
was 358,499 dols., and outwards 351,265. 

The Shogyo Shimpo, reviewing the half year’s trade, says :— 
Foreign trade for January to June totalled 66,973,049°91 dols.— 
36,375,321°61 dols. for exports, and 40,597,728°30 dols. for 
imports—which shows an increase of 5,820,902°71 dols. as 
compared with the same period last year. Thus, in the absence 
of analysis, it would seem that trade has been improving. The 
most striking fact which the figures for the six months convey 
is the extraordinary excess of imports over exports, viz., 
14,222.406°69 dols. This, we are told, is a feature which has 
never transpired since the year 1881, when, for the twelve 
months, imports exceeded exports by 2,305,061 dols. From that 
on to the end of 1888 the balance was in favour of exports. 

urning to the eighth annual statistics, compiled by the Statistical 
Bureau of the Cabinet, we find it there stated that in 1882 exports 
exceeded imports by 6,655,600 dols.; 1883, 6,501,550 dols. ; 
1884, 1,828,236 dols.; 1885, 4,436,635 dols. ; 1886, 11,233,384 
dols,; 1887, 707,911 dols.; 1888, 250,276 dols. For the first 
half of last year the figures were 30,806,616 dols. for exports, 
and 30,345,530 dols. for imports, showing that exports were 
461,086 dols. in advance This year the position is reversed, and 
while exports have decreased by more than 4,431,000 dols., 


imports have bounded 10,250,000 dols. above their standards of 
last year, 
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Tea IN Formosa.—The Calcutta Englishman 
for the 2nd September has the following :— 

A curious change is taking place in Formosa with regard to the 
cultivation of tea. The depression which has for some time been 
affecting the China tea trade, last year reached Formosa, and 
caused a considerable reduction in the exports. This was due 
partly to excessive taxation and partly to fraudulent admixture. 
The Governor of Formosa, who is one of the most energetic and 
liberal-minded of Chinese officials, has endeavoured to check the 
evil, and in conjunction with a foreign merchant has procured 
the services of an experienced planter from India, who is to 
establish a model tea farm, and show the people the advantages 
of the proper cultivation and manufacture of tea. Whether the 
idea will be prosecuted with vigour, and will receive official 
support remains to be seen. The scheme is intended to include 
the preparation of teas of the Indian, Ceylon, and China types, 
a market for which will, it is hoped, be found in London and 
elsewhere. 


GoLD IN THE Maay PENINsuLA.—For some years now we 
have been hearing of various finds of alluvial gold and gold-bearing 
reefs from various spots in the Malay Peninsula. One or two 
companies were formed, says the London and China Telegraph, 
such as the Mount Ophir Company, founded on what was hinted, 
rather than stated, that this Ophir was that from which King 
Solomon had secured much of his gold in olden times, but their 
entire want of success did not lead others to embark in similar 
enterprises. Now we hear further reports of gold finds in the 
State of Johol, one of the conglomeration known as the Negri 
Sembilan. Within the last three years we have had many reports 
of auriferous finds in Pahang, notably on the ground covered by 
the concession of the Pahang Corporation, and more recently at 
Brah, in the land being worked by the Pahang Exploration and 
Development Company. Then, there is the Punjom Corporation, 
which has now been at work for some years. But, so far, none of 
these companies or others have given any very tangible results as 
coming from gold. That the precious metal exists there is no 
doubt, for the Malays used to bring considerable quantities of 
gold-dust down to Singapore, though this has not taken place for 
some years. This was all from alluvial washings, and it was 
thought the parent reefs would furnish good material to work on. 
So far the hopes have not met with the sanguine anticipations 
formed ; and where not doomed to entire disappointment, there 
have scarcely been tangible results. We are still persuaded that 
gold will be found in several spots in the Malay States; and 
though it may not be in such quantities as to pay the big expenses 
of public companies, it will probably suffice for individuals or small 
associations of capital, if economically worked. It has been matte 
of notoriety that gold existed in alluvial form in almost every 
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river in the peninsula, and as this must be washed from some source, 
there should be advantages in getting at the reefs. When these 
come to be worked, the end to be kept steadily in view is, that the 
capital should not be too heavy, that large profits must be made so 
as to give any return, and that what capital is subscribed is 
economically administered. The first assay is promising enough, 
and if maintained would pay well on a wore sh capital, 


Tue Sumatra Rattway.—The Bulletin du Musée 
mercial, writing with respect ,to railway construction in Sumatra, 
says :-— 

The chief object of the Sumatra railway would appear to be to 
put the mines of Ombilien in a position at some future time to 
compete with English coals at Singapore. 

It is a question of connecting the western coast with the 
eastern coast of Sumatra, and to effect this the Dutch Govern- 
ment has been occupied afresh with the eastern watercourses, 
the only serious obstacle to the execution of the project. 

The railway in course of‘ construction starts at Emmahaven, in 
Koninginbaai, near Padang, capital of the Government of the 
west coast of Sumatra. It is being constructed to provide for an 
annual traffic of 100,000 tons of coal; but the Ombilien lands can 
easily be worked on the basis of a production of 350,000 tons, 

Retween the edge forming the central plateau of Sumatra (on 
the slope of which is the Ombilien basin) and the Eastern coast, 
three large rivers are found: the Indragin, the Djambi, and the 
Kampar ; but it has been shown that they present serious obstacles 
to navigation by reason of the rapids and of the portions of trunks 
of trees which obstruct their courses and by the numerous banks 
at their mouths. 

Ali plans for connecting the two coasts having been frustrated 
owing to the insuperable passes of these rivers, attention is now 
being paid to another stream, the Siak, which empties itself into 
the sea at a short distance from Singapore, and which appears to 
offer less danger to navigation. 

It is a question of shortly exploring these latitudes, in order to 
gauge the possibility of constructing a railway connecting the 
coal basin at Siak, and if this route through a country destitute of 
population and covered with morasses, is considered practicable, 
it will be chosen as the one by which a large part of the coals 
will be brought to the coast 

It is expected that the preliminary works for this enterprise 
will shortly be commenced, It will also be necessary to establish 
a port at the mouth of the Siak, on the Straits of Malacca, 
100 miles distant from Singapore, in order that the vessels can 
embark the coals, the qualities of which have been so much lauded, 
but which, in reality, are inferior to British coals. 
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Coat Suppiies 1n Sumatra.—The Batavia Miewwsblad, in 
calling attention to the dearness of English coal there, rejoices at 
the prospect that the local article will probably soon run the 
foreign fuel hard. It looks to West Sumatra, where extensive 
coal-fields came into notice far inland 22 years ago, and countless 
seams of the article rewarded research. But nothing has been 
done to turn these riches to account, owing to controversial points 
requiring to be settled. Whether the State or private enterprise 
should work the mines has all along been a burning question. It 
has also not been decided whether the port of shipment shall be 
on the east or west coast of the island. Appearances are against 
a prompt settlement of the moot points in the near future. 


INTRODUCTION OF Spurious CoFFEE IN THE UNITED 
Srates.—The New York World says that the average bulk of 
the genuine coffee imported into the United States is 8,000,000 
bags, or 130,000,000 pounds per annum. Experts estimate that 
fully twenty per cent. of the coffee sold to consumers is bogus, 
which raises the consumption to 216,000,000 pounds. Taking 
thirty cents per pound as the average retail price, the people of 
America pay 65,000,000 dols. every year for this one article of 
food, of which 13,000,000 dols. is paid for roasted and ground 
beans, peas, rye, or a manufactured article in no way resembling 
the Brazilian berry. To this must be added the production and 
sale of what are called “ coffee substitutes.” So extensive is this 
business that it is quite safe to say that consumers pay 12,000,000 
dols. for what they believe to be cheap coffee. This raises the 
total expenditure to 77,000,000 dols., and it represents a sale of 
276,000,000 pounds, for the “substitute coffee’ usually sells at 
twenty cents per pound. It will thus be seen that 96,000,000 
pounds of bogus coffee are sold in the United States every year, 
and some estimates place it at 120,000,000 pounds. Taking the 
lowest figures, 25,000,000 dols. are received for substances 
which can be profitably placed on the market at six cents a pound. 
The manufacturers, arin, receive 6,000,000 dols. for their 
goods, while reiailers gain a profit of 19,000,000 dole. There 
are two kinds of bogus coffee, an imitation bean and the ground 
article. The bean is the most difficult to produce, and it is only 
recently that actual success in this direction has been attained. 
The bogus bean must not only look like the genuine berry when 
raw, but it should be capable of taking a proper colour when roasted. 
A very good specimen is uow manufactured in Philadelphia and 
Trenton, being composed of rye flour, glucose, and water. The 
soft paste is then moulded and carefully dried. To the eye of an 
expert the presence of this imitation is easy of detection, and it 
cannot be used to any great extent among wholesalers. But when 
coffee goes to the retailer adulteration begins. Sometimes the 
retailer is deceived, but nine times out of ten he is the one who 


Oct. 1890.] MISOELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 449 


introduces adulteration. The ground article is very easily pro- 
duced for a proper colour and infuse an aroma by strong decoctions 
of coffee essence. When mixed with real coffee even the expert 
eye and tongue may be deceived, while to the ordinary consumer 
it seems to be the genuine product. Bogus coffee beans have 
only a slight resemblance to the natural berry, for though they 
possess proper form the cicatrice on the inner face is too smooth. 
Then again, the grey colour of the raw bean is not quite up to 
the mark, but when these manufactured beans are roasted with 
five per cent. of genuine coffee they find a ready sale, These 
bogus beans can be made at a cost of 30 dols. per 1,000 pounds, 
and when mixed with 50 pounds of pure coffee the whole 1,000 
pounds cost 37°50 dols. or 33 cents per pound, so that a profit 
of nearly 100 per cent. is the result. There are any number of 
“ coffee substitutes,” the Hillis variety being the most successful. 
This Company is already manufacturing 10,000 pounds per week, 
it being sold by the barrel to retailers in nearly all of the New 
England, Middle, and Western States. The profits of this concern 
are supposed to be 300 dollars per day, and its operations have 
rerched such a scale that the stockholders were recently offered 
nearly 1,000,000 dols. for their secret and business, but it was 
declined. No one accustomed to coffee drinking would imagine 
that a decoction of this stuff was like either Mocha or Rio, but 
when mixed with four times its bulk of genuine coffee only an expert 
could detect the imposition. The manufacturers of these “coffee 
substitutes ” claim that they are not violating the law of adultera- 
tion of food products because they do not sell their goods as coffee, 
but simply as a substitute. While this may be true, it does not 
apply to the retailer, who mixes the bogus stuff with good coffee 
and sells the whole es the genuine article. Though manufactories 
may be beyond the penalties of the adulteration law they should 
be suppressed, for without them coffee adulteration by retailers 
would be impossible. When it is remembered that American 
people are compelled to pay 25,000,000 dols. for ingredients that 
can be manufactured for one-fifth the sum received by coffee 
growers, the necessity for the suppression of this nefarious trade 
is apparent. Oleoimargarine cannot be sold as butter, neither 
should “coffee substitutes” be made to masquerade under the 
name of Java, Mocha, or Rio. 


Fruit GRrowine considerable amount 
of useful information with regard to the fruit industry of California 
is given in a little pamphlet which has just been issued by the 
California State Board of Trade. We are not surprised, says the 
Sydney Mail, to learn that the fruits of almost every zone are 
produced profitably in California, the list comprising the apple, 
apricot, cherry, peach, nectarine, pear, plum, prune, and quince, 
among what may be termed orchard fruits ; all varieties of grapes 
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grown on the globe, including the raisin and wine varieties. Of 
semi-tropical fruits, the date, fig, olive, orange, lemon, and lime ; 
berries of all kinds, and currants. Various nuts, native and 
foreign, are grown; the almond, English and French walnuts, 
filberts, and chestnuts. This list embraces the fruits grown over 
the entire face of Europe and the United States. In addition 
many fruits are grown in California which are peculiar to that 
State and which are not to be found elsewhere in the United 
States. The principal of these are the prune of commerce, the 
apricot, the fig, the olive, the orange, the lemon, and the lime, 
the almond, the French and English walnut, and the foreign 
grape, including the raisin. The statistics given show that there 
has been a wonderful increase in the export of fruit from California 
since the opening of the Pacific Railway provided a means of 
reaching the eastern markets, the shipments of green fruits having 
risen from 1,832,310 Ibs. in 1871 to 53,741,670 Ibs. in 1888. 
The dried fruit and canned fruit industry bas also increased in a 
similar ratio, and the wine trade has not been neglected, for the 
output of this beverage has risen from 4,000,000 gallons in 1878 
to 17,000,000 gallons in 1888. Of the wine product of 1888 it is 
estimated that 4,000,000 gallons were distilled into 1,000,000 
gallons of brandy, and the raisin output of the same year amounted 
to 915,000 20-lb, boxes. 


Discovertes IN Mex1co.—The following is an extract 
from the South American Journal of the 6th September :— 

“Tt has long been a subject of speculation among mining men 
as to whence came the enormous quantities of gold found in the 
possession of the Aztecs by Cortés on his arrival in Mexico, no 
placer mines such as exist in California and Australia having 
ever been found there. It appears that the Aztecs did not smelt 
their gold ores, and that they hal no means of separating the 
precious metals, or of treating refractory ores. It follows that 
veins carrying a considerable ley in free gold were the only ones 
from which gold could be procured. A discovery, bearing not 
only on this theory, but on the immense antiquity of gold mining 
as a Mexican industry, has lately been made in the State of 
Chiapas. 

“For a long time the superintendent of the great Santa Fé 
copper mine was satisfied that the mine was absolutely virgin, 
since none of the immense masses of copper ore, cropping out in 
all directions, showed the slightest trace of having been touched. 
True, there was one shallow hole near by, which, however, might 
easily have been sunk by some wandering prospector during the 
Jast few years. Lately, however, it was found necessary to grade 
out a hillside some 200 yards from the mine, The hill was densely 
wooded, but after felling the timber and excavating two feet of 
black vegetable mould, traces of ancient workings were discovered, 
resulting in over 50 metres of an ancient dump being unearthed. 
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This dump was found to contain blocks of rich, gold-bearing 
copper ore, thrown away as useless. The shaft of an old mine 
was also found. The whole workings appear to be entirely 
separate from the Santa Fé mine, aud in a lower formation. 

“ On the Victoria mine, half a mile south-west of the Santa Fé 
also, there was no trace of any human being having worked on 
the mountain, not a dump, not a loose stone, and the ground 
covered with immense forest trees. A tunnel, driven to cross-cut 
the ore body had gone through over 70 feet of ore, when an 
ancient working was blasted. There is in the neighbourhood no 
trace of human habitation beyond an occasional idol found in the 
caves or hollows in the Santa Fé mine. Only three small broken 
grinding stones were found. 

“There is a tradition still existing in Oaxaca and other golid- 
producing districts that each grown man in the times of 
Montezuma was obliged to jay a yearly tax of one quill of gold, 
and it may be that Chiapas which, till a short time ago, was 
hardly to be considered a mining State, was, in fuct, one of the 
districts, carefully hidden from the Spaniards, from which the 
Mexican Emperor gatheved a part of his vast treasures.” 


ARGENTIFEVOUS LEAD-MINING IN Mexico. — The Bulletin 
du Musée Commercial for the 13th September contains the 
following information extracted from a report of the Belgian 
Legation at Mexico on the subject of the mining of argentiferous 
lead in Mexico :-— 

The prohibitive measures taken in the United States to prevent 
the entry of Mexican argentiferous lead, in place of being un- 
favourable to Mexico, seems on the contrary to have given a 
favourable impulse to the mining and metallurgical industry of 
that country. Not only are new establishments founded on 
Mexican soil, but American foundries and works haye changed 
places and come to Mexico to constitute a new element of wealth. 

The erection of blast furnaces at San Luis Potosi is announced, 
as well as of a reducing factory, which will shortly be established 
at Monterrey. 

The increase or imposition of duties on lead has perhaps served 
the interests of a few merchants in the United States, but, in 
general, the adoption of this measure would not appear to be of 
use to the large majority of consumers; at all events tie develop- 
ment to which the metallurgical industry in Mexico seems to be 
destined, will amply compensate Mcxico for the exclusion to which 
the export of argentiferous lead has been treated. 

The consumption of the United States is certainly very large, 
and the export of that country obliges it to manufacture 
enormously in order to maintain its place on the foreign markets ; 
thus it is probable that the metal industry, which is very much 
developed in America, will there become more difficult and costly. 
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Under these conditions, it will be more advantageous for native 
American industry to demand the raw material from a new and 
neighbouring country, which is there still sold, for different reasons, 
at a very cheap rate, 

If the decree which has burdened Mexican lead on entry into 
the United States is not repealed, the Americans will find it of 
advantage to themselves to construct works for reduction and blast- 
furnaces in Mexico; the more so as the mines there will always 
supply an ample provision of ores, which will not pay any duty 
of a kind to destroy or compromise the equilibrium which must 
necessarily exist between production and consumption. 

It is thus owing to the United States that Mexico will in a 
short time see flourish on its soil an industry which, owing to the 
very favourable natural conditions, is destined to a brilliant 
future. 


Kconomic ConpiTion OF THE IstHMUS OF PANAMA.— 
The French Consul at Panama gives the following account to 
his Government of the economical condition of the Isthmus of 
Panama in 1890 :— 

“ All trade in the Isthmus of Panama suffered great diminution 
in 1889, in consequence of the stoppage of the works on the 
canal, The goods here in warehouse, from French and English 
houses, are enough to supply the probable demand for several 
years to come. Ready-made clothes, which were largely sold 
throughout Colombia, are also stored in great quantities; but, no 
doubt, if the canal were to be started again, there would instantly 
be important orders, especially for workmen’s clothes and tools. 

* Wealthy persons in Panama, and ladies particularly, import 
their clothes ready-made from Paris. Ladies’ hats come from 
France and gentlemen’s hats from England. France has no rival 
at present in the department of ready-made clothes. The shoes 
and boots which sell most readily are those imported from France, 
England, and Vienna. The merchants of wines, spirits, and 
groceries have almost exhausted their stock, and it is likely that 
before long there will be large orders made on firms in Bordeaux, 
Nantes, Marseilles, Cognac, and Rheims. Beer is bad and very 
expensive. It would be a very profitable thing to establish on 
Taboga, an island close to Panama, where there is excellent water, 
a manufactory of French beer. All furniture and even entire 
houses are imported from the United States, and flour for bread 
from San Francisco and Chili, There is no flour factory in the 
whole isthmus. Nor, in this tropical country, is there a single 
manufactory of ice, ‘There is an extraordinary consumption of 
natural ice imported from Boston, but the service is so badly 
managed that there is often no means of obtaining this necessary 
article.” 
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New Braziian Corree Company.—The Brazilian Gazeta 
de Noticias (July 31st) says :— 

We learn that there is about to be organised au important 
company, with a capital of 50,000,000 dols. already subscribed, 
and “ which does nor contemplate a monopoly nor a struggle with 
“ the intermediate exporter, seeking merely to direct the market 
“ towards stability, subject only to the natural fluctuations caused 
“« by consumption, limiting the bases upon which it proposes to 
“ operate, incurring none of the risks of exporting—it being 
“ forbidden to it to work in this direction—and making of itself 
** only a great buyer which may resist for the moment artificial 
* declines, at the same time facilitating transactions in the 
* article.” Occupying itself in all the industries accessory to the 
proposed business, the coffee bagging company will establish the 
necessary workshops, will acquire warehouses and stores, will 
provide for means of carriage and shipment, and will establish 
agencies in the markets of New York, Havre, Hamburg, and 
London. At the head of this enterprise, of which the president is 
Visconde Cruzeiro, are, as directors and auditors, Conde de 
S. Clemente, Conde de Figueiredo, Bario do Andarahy, Bariio 
de Ipanema, Dr. Joao Baptista de Castro, and Comendadores 
Urbano Faria, Manoel de Araujo Guimaraes, and Joaquim de 
Castro e Silva. 


NeAR Lima,—<An important discovery would 
appear to have been made at no great distance from Lima, says 
the South American Journal for the 27th September. Up on 
one of the mountains which form the ranges at the back of 
Lima, at 13,000 feet elevation, and close by Casa Palea, a drift 
has been run in, in order, if possible, to strike the main lode— 
from the side and top lIeaders of which hundreds of thousands of 
dollars of silver have been obtained in the past. To the surprise 
of the miners they have recently encountered a spring of hot 
water, which bubbles up, accompanied by immense volumes of 
steam, and thus at an altitude of 13,000 feet—the miners obtain, 
without the employment of fuel, steam and hot water, with which 
they are about to work a water wheel which will drive air into 
the mine, in order to afford air and ventilation to those working 
inside, The mine being situated 13,000 feet above the sea, the 
means of easily and cheaply forcing air in large quantities into 
the working sections is a matter of vast importance, both respecting 
those who are at work and the expenditure incurred. 


Conpit1ion oF New Careponta.— The French Journal 
Officiel for September 15th says :-— 

“The financial and commercial situation of New Caledonia 
continues to be extremely flourishing. There is a regular increase 
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in hoth exports and imports. All the sources of public revenuc 
are in a prosperous state. 

“ A remarkable indication of the devclopment of the colony is 
afforded by the working of the coast transit service, which, by the 
new contract, will give New Caledonia a profit of nearly a million 
francs in five years. From a sanitary point of view, the situation 
of the colony is 2s good as possible. The two physicians, 
Drs. Bonnafy and Miallavet, who were sent on a mission to the 
Fiji Islands to study there the question of leprosy, and the 
measures taken by the English authorities, have returned, and 
have addressed to the Governor of New Caledonia a report which 
exposes the exaggerations which are current with regard to this 
contagious disease, and which tends to re-assure the public.” 


InDIAN Rainway communication dated 
the Ist Augnst, has been received from the Public Works Depart- 
ment of the Government of India, intimating that the Budge 
Budge extension of the Eastern Bengal State Railway, a distance 
of 13°65 miles, was opened for goods traffic on Ist May, and for 
passenger traffic on 1st June 1890. 

A further communication dated the 29th August is to the effect 
that the Raigarh-Sambalpur Road section of the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway, a distance of 44-797 miles, was opened for passenger 
traffic on Ist August 1890. 


Tue Bompay Corton Mitis.—The Indian Daily News states 
in a recent issue that the Lancashire millowners will not be the 
less inclined to boycott Indian mills, when they realise that a new 
departure is likely to be made in the jocal industry that will 
introduce competition at Bombay in a branch of manufacture 
which Lancashire has hitherto been able to regard as its own. 
For some time past ce*asional assertions have been made by 
experts who have devoted attention to the subject that finer 
counts than the 20’s and 30’s ordivarily spun by Indian mills can 
be produced in this country from Indian-grown cotton, and the 
Indian Textile Journal declares in its first number that “ India is 
*€ quite capable of spinning good marketable 40’s and 50’s yarns 
“ without going out of the country for her raw material. These 
“ numbers of yarn are produced largely in England from a class 
* of American cotton, the strength, length, and fineness of which 
“are inferior to several of our best Indian varieties. Already 
* small experiments have proved the possibility of entering into 
* competition on this ground, and it only wants the establishment 
“ of a concern with suitable machinery and careful management 
“ to follow out the manufacture on a large and profitable scale.” 
No doubt Bombay enterprise will prove itself equal to the effort, 
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and should success be achieved, a marked stimulus will be given to 
another branch of the cotton industry for which there is a wide 
sphere in India, namely, weaving. The Indian Textile Journal 
stys on this head :-—* There is enormous latent scope in India for 
“ the production of fine yarns; the heavier muslin, finer shirting, 
« jaconet, thread, and other similar manufactures only require a 
* supply of suitable yarn to spring into a healthy existence.” 

The textile manufactures of India have already reached a 
stage of development in which a representative organ should 
find a useful rdle to fill, and there is every ground for a hopeful 
view of their future. The paper will be published monthly at 
Bombay, and proposes to give special attention to “the spiuning 
“ and weaving of cotton, jute, wool, and other textiles, cotton 
“ agriculture, and machinery, as it is desired to make the journal 
* one of practical rather than of theoretical usefulness.” 


Tuk Foreien TrRAve or tite Punsan.—The Englishman 
(overland mail) of the 19th August last, says that during the 
past year the foreign trade of the Punjab increased in value by 
18 per cent., being 276 lakhs as against 232 lakhs for the previous 
year, This rise took place almost exclusively in the trade with 
countries to the west and north-west of the province. It was most 
marked in the case of Bajaur, but this is believed to have been 
partly due to improved registration. There was an increase of 
55 per ceut. in the value of trade with Kabul which is attributed 
to the tranquillity that now prevails in the country. The imports 
from Kabul were horses, fruit, ghee, and raw silk, and the exports 
European and Indian cotton piece-goods. Exports to Kashmir 
also increased, and the financial commissioner is of opinion that 
trade with this country is reviving. The most striking feature in 
the general imports is the great increase in the amount of ghee, 
which has risen from 17 to 25 lakhs in value. This commodity 
now constitutes one-sixth of the imports from Kabul and nearly 
one-fourth of those from Kashmir. The import trade in raw silk 
from Kabul has in some degree revived, but that from Kashmir 
has entirely ceased, though the trade with that country was of the 
value of nearly two lakhs of rupees some five years ago. It is 
supposed that the trade has found other markets, possibly in 
Bokhara, The export trade in Indian tea from the Punjab 
amounted to Rs. 3,99,097, an increase of a lakh on the return of 
the previous year, and of which 64 per cent. went to Kabnl. 
Although the trade to Ladakh showed an increase of 150 per cent., 
it has by no means recovere| from the depression due at the 
imposition of duties in Yarkund, and it is feared that the Chinese 
will never allow it to recover its former hold on the markets of 
that country. 
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Extrernat LAND TRADE OF SIND FOR 1889-90.—The following 
particulars of the external land trade of the province of Sind for 
the year 1889-90 are extracted from a report prepared in the 
office of the collector of Customs, Karachi :— 

The entire value of the external land trade, both by road and 
railway, amounted during the year 1889-90 to Rs. 2,22,92,941, 
against Rs, 2,46,20,903 in the preceding year, being Rs. 23,27,962 
or 9°45 per cent. viz., Rs. 1,65,854 by road and Rs. 21,62,108 by 
railway below that of the previous year. This decrease is in 
imports by road and in imports and exports by railway as in 
exports by road there is a small increase of Rs. 70,388. 

The total value of the external land trade by road fell from 
Rs. 10,76,676 in 1888-89 to Rs. 8,40,434 in the year under 
report, being a decrease of Rs, 2,36,242 or 21°94 per cent. 

In imports by railway the trade aiso declined from Rs. 34,54,813 
in 1888-89 to Rs. 29,97,039 in the year under review, being a 
decrease of Rs. 4,57,774 or 13°25 per cent. 

There has been an improvement of Rs. 70,388 or 9:44 per cent. 
in exports by road in comparison with the year 1888-89. The 
trade rose from Rs 7,45,366 in the year 1888-89 to Rs. 8,15,754 
in the year under report while the trade by railway fell from 
Rs. 1,93,44,048 in 1888-89 to Ks. 1,76,39,714 in the year under 
review, being a decrease of Rs, 17,04,334 or 8°81 per cent. 


CoMMERCE AND NaAviGATIoN oF CryLon.—The following is 
extracted from the Overland Ceylon Observer of the 24th July :-— 

“The Administration Report of the Ceylon Customs has just 
been issued. It represents the total value of the commerce of 
the colony for 1889 at nearly 10% millions of rupees. If only the 
amount of specie imported, but specially that carried away on 
the persons of native merchants and Indian coolies, could be 
ascertained, the figures might well be increased by at least a 
million of rupees. Now that the export of tea is increasing by 
such leaps and bounds, the value of our commerce will soon 
attain and surpass the height it reached in the palmy days when 
the exports of coffee in one year were valued at four millions of 
pounds sterling. At present our commerce, excluding specie (a 
most important element in our position and progress, however), 
shows a value of over 100 millions of rupees, in the proportions 
of only 46 millions for exports against 54 for imports. An 
anticipated export of tea in 1890, approaching to 50 millions of Ibs., 
even if the valuation is reduced to 50 cents per pound, will 
certainly reverse the figures, while the process of increased crops, 
although, of course, in a diminished ratio, will go on for years. 
The increase in the value of exports is represented by Rs. 7,743,000 
over 1887, and Rs. 6,806,000 over 1888. The figures for the 
annual yalue of the trade (Jess specie) for 11 years is instructive. 
From Rs, 96,293,000 in 1879 there was a sinking to Rs. 78,328,000 
in 1883, the year in which Sir Arthur Gordon arrived, and he 
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saw the figures go down to the minimum sum of Rs. 74,633,000 
in 1885. From this lowest point the progress was steadily 
upwards to Rs, 100,269,000 in the last year of Sir Arthur 
Gordon’s rule. Our late Governor had to face one of those cycles 
of depression, common to the commerce of all countries : while 
for Sir Arthur Havelock the prospects are those of a cycle of 
increasing prosperity. With an increase of commerce has come a 
corresponding increase of Custems revenue. Sir Arthur Gordon 
found this important source of available finance reduced to 
Rs, 2,777,000, but saw it rise by nearly a million of rupees, to 
Rs. 3,747,000 in 1888 and Rs. 3,718,000 in the last year of his 
rule. And this large sum is exclusive of Colombo Harbour dues, 
which are devoted to harbour purposes exclusively, and which 
increased from Rs. 379,000 in 1883 to no less than Rs. 522,901 
in 1889.” 


Canapian ror McKinley Bill has 
come down upon the important Canadian egg trade with a heavy 
hand. Hitherto, says the Canadian Gazette, almost the whole of 
this class of export has gone to the United States. Last year 
the export to the States reached over 14 million dozen, of the 
value of 2,156,725 dols.; indeed, excepting barley, the exports of 
which to the States were last year of the value cf 64 million dols, 
the egg trade constituted the most important item of Canadian 


export to the States. This trade has hitherto been carried on 


under a free tariff, but from October 1st the duty is no less than 
5 cents (24¢.) per dozen, and on the basis of last year’s trade this 
would mean a toll of no less than 700,550 dols. In the face of 
these figures the Canadian egg exporter is naturally alarmed, and 
he has readily listened to the suggestion of the Canadian Premier 
that an effort should be made to divert this trade from the United 
States to the United Kingdom. The egg dealers of Toronto have 
met to consider the subject, and we shall no doubt hear shortly of 
experimental shipments. Such experience as the past has given 
is not, it must be admitted, altogether encouraging. The recent 
course of the cheese trade should have taught Canadians that if 
they have a good article to sell at a reasonable price the insular 
prejudice of the Britisher will soun give way. At present, practically, 
the whole export egg trade of Canada is done with the United 
States; the export to other countries was last year barely worth 
3,000 dols. The enormous British importation of eggs from the 
Continent shows how little able British farmers are to supply the 
home demand. 


JANADIAN CanaL DevELOPMENT.—The annual report, giving 
the Canadian canal statistics for 1889, reaches us, says the 
Canadian Gazette, from Ottawa as a separate supplement. The 
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aggregate revenue increased 59,675 dols., of which the Welland 
canal contributed 52,105 dols., the St. Lawrence canals 2,059 dols , 
and the Ottawa canals 5,606 dols. The refunds on grain tolls 
of 48,725 dols. reducel the increase to an actual sum of 41,529 
dols. The movement of grain through the cavals in 1889 was 
the largest since 1880. There was an increase of 44,000 tons 
over 1888 of grain passing from United States ports to United 
States ports through the Welland canal, The quantity of 
freight, both eastward and westward, passing through the Welland 
canal from United States ports t» United Slates ports is steadily 
increasing. In 1881 it was 96,266 tons; last year, 297,353. 
The quantity carried. from Lake Erie down to Montreal shows 
an increase of 107,411 tons over the previous year, but a decrease 
of 66,037 tons compared with 1880. The quantity of grain 
passed down the St. Lawrence canals to Montreal was 275,414 
tons, an increase over the previous year of 109,223 tons. The 
railways carried 94,943 tons of grain into Montreal in 1889, a 
decrease of 18,851 tons. The quantity carried by the St. Lawrence 
canals shows an increase of 65 per cent., on Canadian railways 
a decrease of 16 per cent., on New York canals an increase of 
11 per cent., and on New York railways an increase of 15 per 
cent. The quantity of American oats passing through the 
Welland for American ports increased from 574,643 bushels in 
1884, to 1,617,176 bushels in 1889, but the quantity to Montreal 
by canal decrensed from 297 329 bushels in 1884 to 119,958 
bushels in 1889. The proportion of total freight carried by the 
New York canals is rapidly declining. It was 47 per cent. in 
1869, 23°7 per cent. in 1879, and only 11 per cent. in 1889. 
The tolls collected during 1889 on Ganadian canals were :— 
Welland, 215,685 dols. ; “St. Lawrence, 57,954 dols.; Ottawa, 
56,961 dols. ; Rideau, 6,981 dols.; Chambly, 20,708 dols. There 
were 1,961 Canadian and 1,014 American vesse!s, steam an‘ sail, 
passed through the Welland canal, and 8,794 Canadian and 
1,381 Americ through the St. Lawrence canals. The total 
number on all canals was 23,935, whose tonnage amounted to 
3,826,230. The total number of Canadian vessels. was 19,393 ; 
of 4,542. Last year the figures were 
17,661 ; American, 3,921. 


COMMUNICATION BETWEEN CANADA AND ‘THE West 
Coast OF GREENLAND.—The Toronto Monetary Times, in its 
issue of the 29th August, says that there is much less communi- 
cation with the west cosst of Greenland than took place under 
the Dutch more thar: two centuries ago, Large fishing fleets of 
small vessels then regularly visited every part of Davis Strait. 
Henceforth a single vessel is to sail from St. John, N.B., to 
Toigtut, Greenland, in quest of a mineral known as cryolite, 
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which is used in the manufacture of paint. The “ Argenta”-— 
such is the name of the vesscl—expects to make two trips a year. 
By this means the world will in some slight measure renew its 
acquaintance with the west coast of Greenland. The possibilities 
of trade in that direction are apparently not numerous, but the 
trips of this vessel may make an opening to what there is. 
Inquiry will be awakened, and this enterprise, which is under- 
taken by a Philadelphia company, may lead to something, though 
what it will be it would be idle to conjecture. 


Fruit Canning Britisn Cotumpia.—In a country so 
prolitic of admirable fruits as British Columbia, the preserving of 
these in tins promises to be an extensive industry. There 
are scveral fruit canneries already in operation. At New 
Westminster, we are told by the Torento Monetary Times, 
the Bon-Accord cannery is putting up quantities of fruit, 
especially plums. And at Vancouver the British Columbia 
Fiuit Canning and Coftee Co., of which Mr. Walter Taylor is 
manager, has been at work since August 15th, making jam and 
putting up fruit. The present capacity of these works is 
1,500 Ibs. jam and 2,000 lbs. canned fruit per day. Much small 
fruit, such as black currants and other berries, has gone to waste 
in the interior districts of the province, Mr. Taylor says, because 
people who grew them did not know of the existence of such factories 
as his. He would give five to seven cents a pound for these. 
Tons of apples, too, have gone to waste. Apples, plums, and 
pears are the fruit principally canned, and last week, when our 
account was written, the factory was busy with plums. The 
work of this factory, which employs some 30 pairs of hands, is 
mostly done by girls; machines are used for paring the apples, 
also for slicing and coring them. ‘The usual processes of canning, 
boiling, and sealing are then gone through. 

In ayear like the present, when the crop of many fruits is short 


in Ontario, more attention than ever is likely to be directed to- 


British Columbia and California fruit. In the golden climate of 
the Pacific slope horticultural products grow to a great size, and 
are for the most part of delicious flavour. Thuse who have made 
the journey from Port Arthur to Vancouver will recollect with 
peculiar pleasure the profusion of luscious fruit served twice a 
day on the Canadian Pacitic Railway. There is everything in 
favour of the growth of the fruit-canning industry in British 
Columbia. But the farmers and fruit-growers of the province 
must help the canners. If the fruit is not grown it cannot be 
canned and sold. With enterprise and care there is a broad 
future for the industry. 
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THe Manuractorres Works oF Vicrorra.—Mr. H. H. 
Hayter, the Government Statist of Victoria, has, says the Adelaide 
Observer, prepared an interesting statement relating to the manu- 
factories and works of Victoria, which number 3,305. The 
approximate horse-power employed in them represents a total of 
28,543, and the hands engaged number 50,815 males and 8,327 
females. Approximately the value of the machinery and plant is 
5,934,130/. ; the land 5,573,682/. ; and the buildings and improve- 
ments 4,280,1581 The value of the machinery and plant 
belonging to the 30 gas, coke, and charcoal works is far higher 
than that of any other line, the amount being stated at 1,583,342/. 
Engine, machine manufactories, and iron foundries, including 
boiler and pipe-covering makers, of which there are 186, come 
next with 735,745/, and printing establishments, including paper- 
bag makers, numbering 159, occupy third place on the list, the 
approximate value of their machinery and plant being 445,128/. 


Proposep Raitways Vicrorta.—The Bulletin du Musée 
Commercial, has received from the Belgian Consul-General at 
Melbourne a detailed statement, drawn up by the railway 
administrators in Victoria, giving an estimate of the cost of 
811 miles of railway to be constructed in the colony. The project 
of construction has been submitted to the Chambers. The cost of 
the proposed lines is estimated at 7,886,0387, in addition to 
2,113,962/. for rolling stock, or a total of 10,000,000/. In order 
to meet contingencies, the colonial government asks for authority 
to contract a loan of 10,000,000/., engaging to limit expenditure to 
2,000,0002 yearly. 


Raitway Trarric Earnincs 1n New South Wa tes. — 
In a communication to the Board of Trade dated the 17th Septem- 
ber the Secretary to the New South Wales Government Agency 
forwards a statement of the railway and tramway revenue of New 
South Wales for the month and six months ended 30th June last. 

According to this statement the earnings of the railways in 
June last amounted to 181,632/. as against 173,3451. for the 
corresponding month in 1889. In the six months the aggregate 
earnings were 1,196,996/. as compared with 1,133,947/. in 1889. 
The miles of line open in 1890 reaches 2,182 against 2,171 in 
1889, 

As regards the tramways the receipts for the month ending 
30th June 1890 amounted to 19,657/. as against 19,654/. for the 
corresponding month of 1889. The aggregate receipts for the 
six months were 134,243/. as compared with 124,895/. Length 
of line open in 1890, 394 miles ; in 1889, 384 miles. 


| 
| 
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Live Stock rN QuEENSLAND.—The Sydney Mail for 16th 
August says 

The report of the Chief Inspector of Stock in Queensland, 
Mr. P. R. Gordon, for the year 1889 contains several interesting 
details and some valuable suggestions to stockowners. The 
number of sheep in the colony on the Ist January last is given 
as 13,772,015, an inerease of 4 per cent. on the return for 1888. 
The interchanges across the border were :—Inwards, 222,369 
sheep, valued at 85,6591; and outwards, 311,583, valued at 
118,902/. The number of sea-borne stud sheep introduced during 
the year was 1,447, namely 1,436 merinos and 11 Lincolns, of 
which 1,024 were landed at Townsville, 339 at Rockhampton, and 
84 at Brisbane. Of these, 1,013 were from New South Wales, 
413 from Tasmania, and 22 (including 11 Lincolns) from Victoria. 

The number of cattle in the colony at 1st January last was 
4,872,416, being an increase of 46 per cent. on the number of 
the previous year. During the year, 254 pedigree bulls and 348 
pedigree cows were introduced by sea from other Australasian 
colonies, of a declared value of 11,652/. The interchanges of 
cattle across the border were :—ILuwards, 1,867 heads, of a declared 
value of 14,0384 ; and outwards, 175,1172, valued by approximation 
at 703,821. 


FINANCES OF Cyprus.—From a statement of the revenue 
and estimated and annual expenditure of Cyprus for the year 
from the Ist April 1889 to the 31st March 1890, issued by the 
Government of Cyprus, it appears that the actual revenue for the 
year was 174,499/. ‘The estimated was in advance of the actual 
expenditure, being 114,200/. as compared with 106,338/. 


Revenue Returns or tur Care or Goon Horr.—A 
communication, dated the 9th September, has been received from 
the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, transmitting copy 
of a comparative statement, from which it appears that the amount 
of unaudited revenue received during the month of July 1890 
was 344,8501, representing a nett decrease of 7,334/. when 
compared with the corresponding month in 1889. 


Trarric Earnineas 1x Care CoLtony.— A com- 
munication, dated the 6th October, has been received from the 
Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, transmitting copy of 
«a notice from which it appears that the traffic earnings on Cape 
Government railways during the month of July last amounted to 
162,509/., as comp.«red with 136,6892. for the corresponding month 
of 1889. The total traffic earnings for the seven months ended 
July is given at 1,213,674/, a3 against 984,967/. for the corre- 
sponding period of the preceding year. 
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Postat Recetrrs In CoLony. — A communication 
dated the 22nd September has been received from the Agent- 
General for the Cape of Good Hope, transmitting copy of a notice 
issued by the Postmaster-General of that Colony showing the 
receipts from postal work during the periods Ist August to 
31st July 1888-89 and 1889-90. 

The total postal receipts for the 12 months ended July are 
given at 247,517/, compared with 235,323/. for the previous 
12 months. The amount is made up as follows: — Postage, 
154,277/.; commission on money orders, 8,848/.; poundage on 
postal notes, 463/.; telegraph receipts, 83,927/. 


Natat Coar.—Coal, the most promising industry of 
colony of Natal, is, without doubt, rapidly making its mark, and 
demanding the attention of all business men in that part of the 
world. The theory put forward some few years since that Natal 
coal would at no time be able to successfully compete with the 
coal brought from England has now, says the Natal Mercury 
for the 27th August, been exploded, and it behoves the powers 
that be todo all in their power to make the coal industry a 
commercial success. 

Coal taken from the Dundee Company’s mine can be brought 
to the coast and placed in the bunkers of the ocean steamers at 
the cost of 32s. per ton, as against 45s., the price of English coal. 
There is, however, a difference in the steam-making qualities of 
the two coals. This difference has been variously put by different 
experts; but from the report of one of the locomotive superin- 
tendents in the service of the Cape Government railway, who 
gave the coal a good trial, it would appear that there was a 
difference of 124 per cent. in favour of the English coal. This is 
taking the outside limit ; but even if it should be so, and 874 tons 
of English-coal are equal to 100 tons of colonial coal, there is 
still a direct saving of 22/. on every 100 tens of coal purchased ; 
and that this is being recognised is shown by the fact that not only 
do the locomotives running on the Government railway use the 
coal, and with it succeed in managing their way up the heavy 
inclines and reund the sharp curves of the present line, but 
Messrs. Rennie & Co., Messrs. King & Co., the Castle Packets 
Company, and now the Harbour Board are all using colonial coal 
for some purpose or other. 

With this ever-increasing consumption, it is contended on 
behalf of the colliery owners that something should be done by 
the Government to increase transport facilities. That the present 
main line is totally inadequate, so far as the transport cf minerals 
is concerned, is a general opinion, and it is now proposed that a 
new line through the Umlaas Valley should be constructed at a 
cost of a million and a quarter sterling. A gentleman holding 
a high position on the Government railway has estimated that, 


Oct. 1890.] MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 463 


if such a line were built, it would cost an additional half million 
to properly equip it; but he is also of opinion that, even with 
this large initial outlay, the traffic from the coalfields, which it is 
now estimated would produce 150,000/ per annum, and the 
additional traffic that would, of course, come from the agricultural 
districts, would more than pay the cost of constructing and 
working. 

It will, no doubt, however, be some considerable time ere such 
work is commenced, or even when commenced, some years before 
completed ; and it will be well nigh fatal to an industry such as 
this, which is now in its infancy, if it is left to depend on what is 
done for it by private enterprise and private capital, 

Tt is the custom for colliery companies in England to have their 
own trucks, which are loaded at the pit-head and then run on to 
the main line of the railway company serving their portion of the 
country. This is simple and easy enough for corporations having 
a Jarge capital at their backs, but in Natal it is different, and 
owners ask that the Government should invest a certain amount 
in the purchase of a number of trucks, which should be let to the 
companies on the hire-purchase system, the payments extending 
over a period of some 10 years. That the coal is in the colony, 
and that it is geod, is quite certain. Mr. Simpson, the traffie 
manager of the Government railways, is much interested in this 
coal question, and has gone to some expense and trouble in 
collecting samples of coal from 18 different Natal mines, and 
these, together with two samples of English coal, may be seen 
ranged around his office. On more than one occasion experts 
have been asked to pick out the English coal, but have in no single 
instance suceceded, always selecting one of the colonial coals as 
the product of the English mines, thus proving that if looks go 
for anything the colonial coal is the equal, if not superior, of the 
imported article. 


Dramonp Exports rrom GriquaLAND West.— com- 
munication has been received from the Agent-General for the 
Cape of Good Hope transmitting a copy of a Cape Government 
notice from which it appears that the exports of rough and uncut 
diamonds from the several divisions of Griqualand West during 
the month of July last were as follows -— 

Kimberley, 207,6414 carats with a declared value of 332,728/. ; 
from the divisions of Barkly West, Hay, and Herbert, ni. 

During the month of August the exports were as follows :— 

Rarkly West, ? carat worth 1/; Kimberley, 214,1204 carats 
with a declared value of 344,3901.; and from the divisions of 
Hay and Herbert, x7. 
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IX.—PRODUCTION OF PIG-IRON IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 


The following statistics of the production of pig-iron in the 
United States during the year ended 30th June 1890 are 
extracted from a memorandum by Dr. William M. Sweet, of 
Philadelphia, to whom was entrusted the collection of statistics 
of iron and steel under the United States Census Act of Ist 
March 1889 :-— 

The produetion of pig-iron during the year ended 30th June 
1890 was the largest in the history of the iron industry of the 
United States, amounting to 9,579,779 tons of 2,000 pounds, as 
compared with 3,781,021 tons produced during the census year 
1880, and 2,052,821 tons during the census year 1870. From 
1870 to 1880 the increase in production amounted to 1,728,200 
tons, or nearly 85 per cent., while from 1880 to 1890 the increase 
was 5,798,758 tons, or over 153 per cent. 

The pig-iron industry of New England has been practically 
stationary during the past 20 years, while during the same period, 
and especially since 1880, there has been a wonderful development 
of the manufacture of pig-iron in all other sections of the country. 

In the census year 1880 the pig-iron industry was located in 
24 states and 1 territory, but pig-iron was produce.i in only 22 
states, the furnaces in Minnesota, North Carolina, and Utah being 
idle in that year. In the census year 1890 there were 25 states 
which contained completed blast furnaces, and pig-iron was made 
in that year in each of these states except Minnesota. Since 1880 
the manufacture of pig-iron has been abandoned in Vermont and 
Utah, and during the same period two states, viz., Colorado and 
Washington, have engaged in its production. In the census year 
1880, Minnesota contained one charcoal furnace, but it was not 
in operation in that year, and was abandoned in 1888. In the 
census year 1890 a large coke furnace was under construction in 
that state, but it was not completed until near the close of the 
year, and conseguently had no product to report. California does 
not appear among the pig-iron producing states in either 1880 or 
1890. A charcoal furnace was completed and put in operation in 
that state in 1881, but it has made no pig-iron since 1886, and is 
practically abandoned. 

The relative rank of the various states has undergone many 
changes since 1880. Pennsylvania still retains its leadership as 
the producer of about one-half of the pig-iron that is annually 
made in the United States, producing 51 per cent. of the total 
production in the census year 1880, and over 49 per cent. in 1890. 
Ohio was second in rank in both 1880 and 1890, the output of 
pig-iron in the former year being over 14 per cent. of the total 
production in the United States, and in the latter year over 13 
per cent, Alabama, which occupied tenth place in 1880, with an 
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output of 62,336 tons, is now the third largest producer of pig- 

iron, the production of this state in 1890 amounting to 890,432 

tons, an increase of more than 1,328 per cent. over the production 

of 1880. Illinois, which was seventh in rank in 1880, is fourth 

in 1890; and New York, which was third in 1880, occupies fifth 
lace in 1890. Virginia, which was seventeenth in rank in 1880, 

is now sixth; while Tennessee has gone from thirteenth to seventh 
lace. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the production of pig-iron has 
increased from 3,781,021 tons of 2,000 pounds in 1880 to 9,579,779 
tons in 1890, the total number of completed furasces has 
decreased during the 10 years from 681 to 562. Many turnaces 
which were in the active list in 1880 have since been abandoned 
owing to their inability to profitably compete with the larger, 
better located, and more modern furnaces of the present day. 
The majority of these abandoned furnaces were of small capacity, 
and were able to produce and market pig-iron only during periods 
of great demand and consequent high prices, while the large 
number of new and improved furnaces which have heen built 
during recent years, and which are favourably located for the 
supply of materials at low cost and within easy access to the 
market, have now made the operation of these antiquated furnaces 
unremunerative even in periods of great activity. 

Pennsylvania shows a decrease of 45 furnaces from 1880 to 
1890, and during the same period the total number of furaaces in 
Ohio has decreased by 32. These figures, however, merely exhibit 
the net decrease in the number of furnaces, as many large bitumi- 
nous coal and coke furnaces have been erected during this period 
in these, as well as in other states, to take the place of small stacks 
abandoned. Since 1880 there have been 282 furnaces abandoned 
in the United States, owing either to unfavourable location, or to 
give place to larger and more modern plants; while during the 
same period 163 new furnaces have been built, in addition to a 
large number of plants that have been remodelled and new 
machinery added. 

At the close of the census year 1890 the total number of blast 
furnaces which were active, or likely to be some day active, was 
562, of which 169 were anthracite or anthracite and coke furnaces, 
253 coke and bituminous coal furnaces, and 140 charcoal furn ices. 
Of the total number of furnaces at the close of 1880 there were 
229 anthracite or anthracite and coke furnaces, 195 coke and 
bituminous coal furnaces, and 257 charcoal furnaces. Ia the 
decade from 1880 to 1890 there is seen to have been a decrease of 
60 in the number of anthracite or anthracite and coke furnaces, a 
decrease of 117 in the number of charcoal furnaces, and an inerease 
of 58 in the number of coke and bituminous coal furnaces. 

Of the 562 completed furnaces at the close of the census year 
1890 there were 338 in blast, of which 110 were anthracite or 
anthracite and coke furnaces, 165 coke and bituminous coal 
furnaces, and 63 charcoal furnaces. The number of furnaces 
building at the date mentioned was 39, of which nine were in 
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Virginia, seven in Alabama, five in Pennsylvania, four in Illinois, 
three each in Kentucky, ‘Tennessee, and Michigan, two in Mary- 
land, and one each in Georgia, Ohio, and Wisconsin. 

One of the most noticeable features in the growth of the 
manufacture of pig-iron in this country during the past decade is 
the development of the blast-furnace industry of the courthern 
states. In 1880 the South had already commenced to appreciate 
the value of the extensive deposits of iron ore and coal within her 
borders, and to realise the superior advantages which she possessed 
for the cheap production of pig-iron, owing to the close proximity 
to each other of these materials, and a number of large coke 
furnaces were built in that year and the few succeeding years. 
The greatest activity, however, in undertaking new furnace plants 
was in 1887, during which year five new furnaces were blown in, 
and 25 others were under construction. There has been but little 
abatement in this activity to the present time. 

The greatest activity in the development of the southern pig- 
iron industry during the past decade is seen to have been in 
Alabama. This state produced in the census year 1890 one-half 
of all the pig-iron made in the South, and was only exceeded in 
oe pe in the United States by Pennsylvania and Ohio. 

irginia and Tennessee now occupy, respectively, second and third 
places among the pig-iron-producing states of the South. Prior 
to the census year 1890, Tennessee was the second leading 
manufacturer of pig-iron in that section, but the activity which 
has been noticeable during the past few years in Virginia in the 
erection of new furnaces has placed this state next to Alabama 
among southern states in the quantity of pig-iron produced. In 
1880 West Virginia was the leading producer of pig-iron in the 
South, tut in 1890 it was fourth in rank. The manufacture of 
pig-iron in Kentucky and Georgia has been practically stationary 
during the past decade, and prior to the census year 1890 but 
little progress has been made by Texas. Two charcoal furnaces 
were building in that state in the census year 1890, both of which 
were completed but not blown in at the close of that year. All of 
the furnaces in North Carolina, seven in number, were idle in 
1880, and since that year very little activity has been shown in 
the erection of new works, while the seven furnaces referred to 
have either been abandoned or are now classed as long-inactive 
furnaces. The only active furnace in that state at the present 
time was built at Cranberry in 1884, to smelt the ores of the 
Cranberry district, using charcoal as fuel; but during the latter 
part of the census year 1890 this furnace used coke as fuel. With 
the exception of West Virginia and Maryland, nearly all the pig- 
iron made in the South is produced from southern ores, and of 
the quantity produced by the use of mineral fuel much the larger 
part is made from southern coke. Most of the pig-iron made in 
West Virginia is produced from Lake Superior ores. In Maryland 
the recent building of four large coke furnaces by the Pennsylvania 
Steel Company at Sparrow’s Point, near Baltimore, to smelt iron 
ores from Cuba, has suddenly brought this state more prominently 
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forward as a manufacturer of pig-iron. Two of the furnaces were 
blown in during the census year 1890, and of the other two one 
is completed and ready for operation. 

The following table shows the production of pig-iron in the 
United States, in tons of 2,000 lbs., in the census years 1880 and 
1890, arranged according to the fuel used, with the per-centage of 
increase or decrease of production in 1890 :-— 


Year ended | Year ended | Per-centage | Per-centage 
Fuel used. 31st May | 80th June | of Increase | of Decrease 
1880. 1890. in 1890. in 1890. 
Tons. Tons. 
Anthracite alone - | 1,112,785 323,258 70°95 
Mixed anthracite coal and cok 713,932 | 1,879,098 163° 20 
Coke and bituminous coal - | 1,515,107 | 6,711,974 343°00 
Charcoal - - 435,018 655,520 50°69 
Casting direct from furnace - 4,229 9,929 134°78 ae 
Total - - | 3,781,021 | 9,579,779 153°36 oa 


The production of Bessemer pig-iron in the United States 
during the census year 1890, which is included in the figures of 
total production of pig-iron, amounted to 4,233,372 tons. Of this 
quantity Pennsylvania made 2,567,813 tons; Illinois, 616,659 
tons; Ohio, 526,654 tons; New York, 174,574 tons; West 
Virginia, 101,178 tons; Maryland, 77,754 tons; Missouri, 68,629 
tons; Wisconsin, 43,728 tons; New Jersey, 41,479 tons; and all 
other states a total of 14,904 tons. Of the total production of 
Bessemer pig-iron in Pennsylvania in the census year 1890 the 
Lehigh Valley produced 257,844 tons; the Schuylkill Valley, 
148,026 tons ; the Upper Susquehanna Valley, 132,886 tons ; the 
Lower Susquehanna Valley, 493,288 tons; the Juniata Valley, 
23,378 tons; the Shenangoa Valley, 298,792 tons; Alleghany 
county, 995,721 tons, and the remainder of the state, 217,848 tons. 
Of the total production of Bessemer pig-iron in Ohio in the census 
year 1890 the Mahoning Valley produced 96,605 tons; the 
Hocking Valley, 29,453 tons, and the remainder of the state, 
400,596 tons. 

The production of spiegeleisen in the census year 1890, which 
is included in the figures of total production of pig-iron, amounted 
to 149,959 tons, as compared with 12,875 tons produced in the 
census year 1880. Four states made spiegeleisen in 1890, viz., 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Illinois, and Colorado, while in 
1880 only New Jersey and Pennsylvania were engaged in its 
manufacture. 
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X.—COAL MINING AND ITS PROFITS IN 
BELGIUM. 


M. Leroy Beaulieu, writing in the Economiste Frangais, says 
that at the present moment when the question of the coal 
miners’ strike in Belgium and the possibility of the exhaustion of 
the general supply of coal, at a not very remote period, is engaging 
public attention on the Continent, it may not be uninteresting to 
look into the position of the coal mining industry in Belgium, the 
condition of the miners, and the profits made by the colliery 
proprietors. The Belgian Annuaire for 1889 furnishes some 
interesting particulars respecting the coal workings of that country. 
It shows for a series of years, dating back generally to 1835 or 
1840, the number and extent of the concessions, the quantity and 
value of coal produced, wages paid, and incidental expenses 
incurred in working the coal, and profit or loss made by the mine 
owners. 


One of the first tables shows the number of mines conceded 
from 1835 to 1888, their extent, the number of mines worked, 
those which realised a profit and those the working of which 
resulted in a loss. It appears from this table that the coal area in 
Belgium in the year 1840 was about 306.200 acres, and that in 
1888 it had risen to nearly 355,680 acres, a very small increase in 
half a century. It results therefore that the coal area embraces less 
than a twentieth of the whole extent of the country. The number 
of mines conceded far from increasing since 1840, has indeed 
diminished, seeing that the number in the former year was 299, 
while in the latter it was only 260. Of the 260 mining concessions 
in 1888 only 133 mines were worked, and this is a remarkable 
fact in so industrial a country as Belgium, where labour, the 
‘means of communication, outlcts, technical capacity, the spirit of 
enterprise, and capital are all equally abundant. Looking into 
the question of the profit or loss resulting from the workings, it 
appears that of the mines worked only two-thirds, and in certain 
years only half, yield any profit. In 1886, 77 mines ouly 
yielded a profit out of 144 worked and 261 conceded. In 1888 
the proportion was a little more favourable; 91 mines out of 133 
worked and 260 conceded yielded a profit. It is expected that 
this condition of affairs will to some extent be modified by the 
recent rise in the price of coal (so long as the expenses do not 
proportionately increase). The profits realised in 1889 and which 
exceeded those of 1888 by 75 per cent., are expected to give a 
fresh impulse to the industry. 
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Another table published in the Annuaire shows that if the 
production of coal in Belgium has continually increased, the value 

r ton has frequently fallen and to a very low figure. From 
1885 to 1888 it fell to a lower figure than had been know since 
1835, with the single exception of 1850, a3 the following tabular 
statement will show :— 


PRODUCTION AND VALUE OF CoAL IN BELGIUM, 


Year. Number of Tons. Total Value. Value per Ton. 
8. d. 
1835 2,638,731 1,000,440 as 
1840 3,929,962 1,853,720 9 5 
1850 5,820,588 1,858,840 6 5 
1860 9,610,895 4,285,120 8 
1865 11,840,703 4,955,840 8 4 
1870 13,697,118 5,945,400 8 9 
1875 15,011,331 9,193,600 12 3 
1880 16,886,698 6,787,200 8 0 
1884 18,051,499 6,881,280 
1885 17,437,603 6,184,720 7 1 
1886 17,285,543 5,701,680 e 7 
1887 18,378,624 5,906,960 6 5 
1888 19,218,481 6,480,720 6 8 


It will be seen with what rapidity the production of coal in 
Belgium increased from 1835 to 1875. In 40 years it had risen 
from 2,638,000 tons to 15,011,331 tons; the increase was much 
slower after 1875, as from that year to 1888 inclusive, the 
Belgian coal production only increased by 4,200,000 tons, in 
round numbers, that is about 28 per cent., or a little more than 
2 per cent. annually. To double the present production would 
therefore take 50 years to effect. 


In the year 1870 the price of Belgian coal at the pits’ mouth 
was from 8s. to 8s. 10d. per ton, in 1875 it rose to 12s. 3d,, and 
then rapidly fell to 8s. in 1880, and continued to fall each year, 

*until in 1887 it reached 6s. 5d., which was below the price in 1835 
and 1840. There was a slight rise in 1888, which brought it up 
to 6s. 8d., and this rse was accentuated in 1889 and more 
particularly in the first six months of the present year. The 
persistent fall in prices since 1880 had the effect of reducing the 
total value of the Belgian coal mining products to 147 millions 
of francs (5,880,000/.) in 1887, which was below the figure of 
1870, although the production had increased to the extent of 
40 per cent. 


The following tabular statement, which has been prepared on 
the basis of the returns supplied by the Belgian Annuaire, shows 
the amount paid in wages to the workmen engaged in coal mining, 
the incidental expenses incurred in the working of the mines, 
and the total profits and the proportion per ton for each of the 
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years 1850, 1860, 1865, 1870, 1875, and 1880, and from 1884 
to 1888 :-— 


Expenses. Profits. 

Years. 
Wages. Other Expenses. Total. Total. Per Ton. 
£ £ £ £ 
1850 889,560 722,880 1,612,440 24,640 010 
1860 2,268,640 1,538,320 3,806,960 478,160 1 0 
1865 2,583,840 1,818,880 4,402,720 553,000 0 11 
1870 3,232,080 2,214,450 5,446,560 498,840 
1875 5,152,400 3,486,160 8,638,560 515,840 0 9 
1880 3,790,640 2,342,680 6,633,320 153,840 0 24 
1884 3,870,640 2,772,600 6,643,240 250,360 0 3 
1885 3,353,960 2,593,280 5,947,240 277,480 0 4 
1886 3,142,560 2,353,080 5,495,640 206,040 0 38 
1887 3,284,000 2,273,320 5,557,320 349,610 0 5 
1888 3,596,360 2,383,480 5,979,840 501,040 0 6 


It will be observed from the above table that since 1850, the 
amount of wages has almost exactly quadrupled, althcugh the 
production has not experienced so rapid an increase, but the 
ost important point to observe is the very small proportion of 
profit as compared with the aggregate expenses and wages. In 
the most favourable year, viz., 1875, the profits only rose to 
515,8402. in a total amount of 8,638,000/. of expenses, of which 
5,150,000/. were for wages. Thus the average profits only 
attained, even in this particular favourable year of 1875, a 
proportion of 10 per cent. of the amount of wages. In 1880, 
the profits were only 153,840, for a total expenditure of 
6,600,0002, of which 3,790,000 went for wages. Thus the 
profits, taking the aggregate expenses, were only in the propor- 
tion of 2 per cent., and, taking the amount of salaries only 4 per 
cent. Finally, in 1888, the profits, increased by the revival of 
trade, attained the figure of 500,000/. on an expenditure of 
6,000,000, and a wage list of 3,600,000/.; the profits were thus, 
taking the aggregate expenses, in the proportion of 6 per cent., 
and as compared with the wages this proportion rose to the 
exceptional figure of 14 per cent. 


It will also be observed how small] is the average profit per ton 
aud what a narrow margin it leaves. Since 1870 it has never 
reached 10d. a ton, and has even fallen as low as 24d. It should 
be added that in 1889, according to a recent publication of the 
Belgian Government, the profits of the coal workings have been 
much greater, they reached in that year 877,040/. as compared 
with 501,040/. in the preceding. 


The following tabular statement will show the number of 
miners working above and below ground, the average annual 
‘wages per workman, and average quantity of coal mined annually 
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by each workman in each of the years 1845, 1850, 1860, 1870, 
1876, 1880, and from 1884 to 1888:— 


Number of Miners. Average Average 

Years. ages per xtraction 
Employed Employed 5 “ 

Unter Gesunt Total. Miner. per Miner. 
£s. d. Tons. 
1845 81,543 9,872 41,415 _ 119 
1850 36,430 11,519 47,949 - 121 
1860 59,954 18,278 78,232 — 123 
1870 71,374 20,619 91,993 35 3 2 149. 
1876 82,766 25,777 108,543 41 5 0 132 
1880 77,594 25,336 102,930 86 16 0 164 
1884 80,270 25,312 105,582 86 11 2 171 
1885 77,694 25,401 103,095 82 9 7 169 
1886 75,603 24,679 100,282 81 6 5 168 
1887 | 75,445 25,294 100,739 82 12 0 182 
1888 | 78,038 25,439 103,477 8415 2 186 


It may be observed that among the 103,477 miners engaged in 
1888, there were 7,378 women and 3,476 girls below 16 years of 
age; of these 3,327 women and 1,026 girls worked below ground. 

Reference to the above table will show how the number of 
workmen has increased since 1845—that is, from 1845 to 1876, 
when the number began to show a falling off. The average wages 
have also since that period exhibited a diminution, although they 
have improved since 1886. Account must also be taken of the 
fact that this average wage is not that of adult men, but of 
103,477 workers, among whom there are 7,378 women, 11,033 
boys under 16 years of age, and 3,476 girls also under 16. ‘To 
arrive at the actual average wages for each adult male, M. Leroy 
Beaulieu is of opinion that the figure of 342 15s. 2d. shown above 
for the year 1888 as representing the average wages, should be 
increased by at least 10 per cent., and they rose considerab!y in 
1889 and again in 1890. 


XIL—THE BERLIN HOUSE INDUSTRY. 


The United States Consul-General at Berlin, in the last report 
to his Government, forwards a translation from the Berliner 
Tagbiatt, of an article dealing with the house industry of Berlin, 
from which the following is an extract :— 

The Social Political Union has just sent to its members the 
fourth volume of its collective work on the German house 
industry. The first chapter of this book contains the report of 
Councillor von Stuilpnagel concerning the house industry of Berlin 
and the districts of Niederbarnim and Teltow. He treats the 
subject only so far as it affects the most important branches of 
industry. Unfortunately, therefore, the report is very incomplete, 
as he treats only the seven branches of labour—weaving, the 
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manufacture of collars, cuffs, shirts, &c., ladies’ and gentlemen’s 
clothing, the finishing of fancy goods, the manufacture of passe- 
menterie goods and of cigars. Mr. von Stiilpnagel mentions 14 
other branches of houce industry in and near Berlin upon which 
he did not have time to report. 

Since the sending out of the question lists by the Social 
Political Union exactly three years have elapsed. Perhaps it was 
later that the committee secured the services of Mr von 
Stiilpnage], but in this assistants should have been employed. 
What is given is, therefore, proportionally little, but of great 
interest, especially the report on Berlin house weaving, whose 
history goes back to the thirteenth century. At that time woollen 
stuffs were woven here. There were also linen weavers here very 
long azo. ‘The weavers’ guild preserved a document, signed by 
the biirgermeister (mayor), daied June 23, 1452, whose contents 
is a regulation in regard to the rights of the linen weavers’ guild. 
For the development of weaving the immigration of skilled 
labourers from Saxony and Bohemia was of the greatest 
importance in the last century. For this purpose Frederick the 
Great founded Nowawes (new town), which, since 1888, has been 
officially called Neuendorf, using as settlers Bohemian weaving 
familics, who had been obliged to emigrate, owing to religious 
persecution from the Jesuits. ‘The weavers of Nowawes, indeed, 
received, in accordance with Prussian law, religious freedom, 
but, unfortunately, not industrial freedom. They were allowed, 
as Counselor of State Wichgraf says in his history of the colony, 
for many years to work only for the calico manufacturer Wolff, 
in Berlin ; then, in addition to him, for two Potsdam manufac- 
turers, and, finally, in the eighth and ninth year, for several other 
Berlin manufacturers. Naturally, this gave rise to much bad 
feeling, aud frequently the cotton of weavers who were suspected 
of working fur persons other than those permitted were seized. 
First in the year 1810 did industrial freedom bring deliverance 
from these vexations. Since then there has been a complete 
revolution in the condition of weaving. Steam has also in this 
branch of industry made its triumphal entry. There remain only 
a few articles whose manufacture on the mechanical steam loom is 
less satisfactory than on the hand loom of a house weaver— 
articles which a particularly sudden change of fashion demand, and 
which require considerable skill on the part of the workman. In 
Berlin, on about 5,000 looms, wocllen and half-woollen mufflers, 
dress goods, plushes, and fancies are woven; in Bernau, on 
257 looms, silk hat material; in Rixdorf, on 400 looms, cotton 
plushes, mufflers, shawls and fancies. For Nowawes, Mr. von 
Stiilpnagel makes no report in regard to the branches of industry ; 
but, as is well known, different kinds of plushes, as well as woollen 
and cotton stuffs are manufactured there, the number of looms 
amounting to 1,200. Altogether nearly 7,000 looms are used, 
employing almost as many masters, workmen, and apprentices. 
In addition to these are to be counted the women and the older 
daughters, who work on the loom, and the children, who do the 
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spooling. The master himself supplies the design in some cases, 
in other cases the orderer of the goods; the large dealerfhas 
these prepared by special people, who work practice looms. The 
master gives the weaver the warp and woof, the necessary price, 
and the time of delivery, and receives the finished wares. The 
masters (master werkmen) occupy a somewhat patriarchal 
position to the workmen (gesells), in that they supply them 
with working instruments, a place to live, and dinner, in 
return for which, as a rule, they retain one-fourth part of the 
workman’s earnings. The masters of the suburbs have accepted 
middle-men for the carrying on of their business with the great 
Berlin dealers. A number of the latter have, in order to obtain 
for themselves the small profit which the masters have made from 
the earnings of the workmen, and to put an end to the so-called 
* schmumachen” (small dishonesties), erected large workshops, in 
which masters and workmen work under supervision. Stiilpnagel 
rightly characterises a further development of this new move as 
undesirable ; it would be the ruin of the house industry. If the 
masters wish to uphold the house industry, and thus maintain 
their own independent position, we advise them, above everything, 
to wage war with the schmumachen in raw stuffs. In no way 
can they better protect the house industry against absorption in 
factories than by making a decided stand against the “ mangy 
sheep in their own camp.” Here lies an important work field for 
weavers’ guilds and unions—the binding every member on word 
of honour to report every schmumacher, the festive expulsion of 
the same from the guilds, the annual distinct promising by every 
member to hold strong watch in their houses against pilfering, 
and the adoption of similar ways and means to take away from 
the great merchants their chief excuse for the erection of 
workshops. 

The average weekly wages of a weaver, exclusive of the “ still 
time,” in winter is, in Berlin, 18 marks ; in Rixdorf, 9 to 18 marks ; 
in Bernau, 9 to 15 marks; in Nowawes, not over 12 marks, 
The average day’s labour is 10 hours, The “blue Monday ” 
(Monday holiday) is frequent, Their food consists of potatoes or 
vegetables cooked with tallow, and, in addition to this (not 
always), a little piece of meat. Beer and “ schnaps”’ (spirituous 
liquors) are only seldom drunk. The dwelling-places are naturally 
very simple. The conditions in regard to health and morality are 
satisfactory. Social democracy comes only occasivnally a little to 
the front. The industrial schools supported by the community in 
Berlin and Nowawes are well attended. Stiilpnagel rightly 
recommends the sending of particularly bright young weavers to 
technically better developed weaving places, e.g., to Saxony, to 
study the improvements there, and then come back and teach in 
their districts. 

The second house industry treated in the report is the manu- 
facture of “ wiische” (collars, cuffs, shirts, &c.). This industry 
was started in 1850, and since the introduction of sewing-machines 
has become important. As only the factory has the necessary 
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equipment for the manufacture of faultless wares, this branch of 
house industry is constantly declining and will eventually be 
limited to the sewing of button-holes and similar hand-work. 
These female sewers earn, on an average, 13 to 15 marks per 
week, The whole industry suffers severely in consequence of our 
trade laws. On account of excellent bleaching, only Irish linen 
can be used, on which there is a high duty. All attempts of the 
German linen industry to manufacture an equally good article 
have failed. As late as the year 1878 the sales of the Berlin 
wische factories to foreign countries was more than 7,000,000 
marks, ‘l'o-day this export has almost ceased. Of interest are 
the reports concerning the moral condition of the girls em- 
ployed in this industry. In spite of the greater cost of living 
—room, light, heat, the purchase and keeping of sewing 
machines—“ the best girls prefer to work at home, either alone 
* or in company with sisters and friends, rather than to associate 
“ with the factory girls, which would often be offensive to 
* them.” Many divide their sleeping places (because they can 
pay only from 4 to 6 marks per month rent) with the members 
of the family of the renter, often, also, with others renting 
sleeping places. “Very frequently the household necessities 
“are pinched to the utmost limit in order to win means for 
“ finery and pleasures at picnics, balls, &c., in some cases, also, to 
* support the seldom failing lover.” The introduction of an 
improvement is not easy. The first thing to agitate is the 
dwelling question. Our public interest societies, ¢.g., the “ Union 
for the Good of the Working Classes,” will find from the above a 
partially promising field, because many of the girls employed in 
this industry, from moral reasons, wish to escape from questionable 
modes of life. Therefore, let suitable, cheap, and comfortable 
dwelling-rooms be provided for girls employed in the house 
industry. 

While the wische manufacturers gave only the sewing of button- 
sholes to the house sewers, the latter have found employment in 
the ladies’ mantle and jacket industry. The large merchant 
delivers the stuff to the master, also the trimming and buttons, 
decides upon the design, the number and size of the article to be 
finished, and the time of delivery. The manufacture of ladies’ 
mantles, jackets, &c. was carried on in Berlin as long ago as 1840, 
but became really important only in 1869, when it was taken from 
the exclusive hands of gentlemen’s tailors, and in 1870, when, 
during the siege of Paris, the trade of the world found it necessary 
to seek a new source of supply. To-day there are 3,000 work- 
places, which employ about 40,000 tailors, male and female. The 
condition of the latter is not satisfactory one, partly on account 
of the difficulties with which this branch of business has to contend 
—the much too great number of stores of this kind, the growing 
competition of other cities, the shrinkage of the territory to be 
supplied by the raising of the duty in our former export land— 
partly, also, on account of the efforts of the middlemen to obtain 
“the greatest possible profit, and of the labour supply far exceeding 
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the demand. The contractors earn annually from 900 to 6,000 
marks ; the girl sewers in the seven “ good” months of the year, 
9 to 15 marks, though’in the five other months, April, May, 
June, Novemler and December they often earn nothing. The 
moral condition is consequently much worse than with the 
wasche seamstresses. A way to improvement cannot well be 
imagined, except in finding suitable employment for the girls 
during the other five months. Something for the consideration of 
hilanthropic men and women. 

This branch of industry exports to almost all countries; the 
gentlemen’s clothing branch, however, outside of Germany, makes 
sales to South America, Australia, East India, and Cape Colony. 
The condition of employés in both branches is about the same. 
In the manufacture of gentlemen’s clothing, according to Stiilp- 
nagel, “ instances where the employé is cheated by the contractor, 
where, indeed, wages are entirely held bacis, are not seldom,” and 
consequently numerous cuntroversies arise. Also, there is much 
complaint about bad dwellings and food, as well as unhealthy air, 
ruined by the ironing in the contractor’s workrooms. The manu- 
facture of fancy articles, 7.¢., woollen mufflers, shawls, neck-scarfs, 
and head covers for ladies, was formerly very important in Berlin 
and Rixdorf; but, on account of machine, iec., factory work on 
the one side, and on the other the competition of the female 
penitentiaries at Brandenburg, Anklam, Spandau, as well as of 
Thuringian contractors, this industry has declined. Furthermore, 
the former export to Russia, France, Austria, Italy, North 
America, and Sweden, on account of the general protective tariff 
system, has entirely ceased. This work is mostly in the hands of 
married women, who make their children help them. Frame 
workers receive 14 to 18 marks, knitters earn 12 to 14 marks. 

Similar is the condition of the passementerie industry—buttons 
of silk and trimmings of silk, wool, and cotton. In the suburbs 
there are contractors commonly called “ Stationsvorsteher ” (in its 
proper sense “ Stationsvorsteher” means superintendent of the 
railway depot), who receives orders from manufacturers, pay for 
the material, and attend to the manufacture. The low wages of 
labour in Saxony make their influence strongly felt here. The 
manufacture of cigars was formerly carried on only in factories in 
Berlin. Now, however, it has become connected, to an extent, 
with the house industry. Those employed in this way have 
usually another employment—they are often door porters—-and 
they make the cigars with the assistance of their wives and 
children as additional work. The manufacturers furnish the 
covers and fillers. Often the house workers themselves sell the 
cigars to inn-keepers and other customers. The repeated raisings 
of the entrance duty have decreased sales, especially among the 
poorer classes. 


q 
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XIIL—COAL AND IRON PRODUCTION IN FRANCE. 


According to the Economiste Frangais for the 13th September, 
the Mines lepartment of the French Ministry of Public Works 
has recently published tabular statements showing the production 
of combustible minerals, iron, and steel in France during the first 
half of the year 1890. 

The production of mineral combustible (coal and anthracite on 
the one hand, lignite on the other) amounted daring the first 
half of 1890 to 12,876,139 tons, 12,648,048 of which were coal 
and anthracite, and 228,091 lignite. The department which 
supplies the most lignite is not known to possess either coal or 
anthracite ; this is the Bouches-du-Rhé1e Department, which gives 
192,791 tons. After it, but far behind, comes the Basses-Alpes 
Department with 14,198 tons ; the ten other departments producing 
lignite yield about 1,800 tons altogether. 

The production of anthracite is of great importance. Thirty- 
two departments contribute to this production in a very unequal 
manner, from Dordogne, which yields 37 tons up to Pas-de- 
Calais, which furnishes 4,489,047. ‘The following is by order 
of importance, a list of the principal departments producing coal 
and anthracite :— 

Pas de Calais, 4,489,047 tons; Nord, 2,521,486; Lo:re, 
1,773,499; Gard, 954,796; Saone-et-Loire, 845,490; Allier, 
487,308 ; Aveyron, 468,563 ; Tarn, 245,780; Herault, 132,392: 
Haute-Saone, 108,050 ; Puy-de-Dome, 101,358. 

In 1889, during the first half year, the production of mineral 
combustibles amounted to 11,506,974. This gives for the first half 
of 1890 an increase of 969,165 tons. The larger part of this 
increase is due to the Pas-de-Calais and Nord basins. The first 
has seen its production increase from 4,245,000 to 4,489,000 tons, 
or 240,000 tons; the second has extracted 2,521,000 tons in place 
of 2,276,000 tons, which gives 245,000 tons more. La Loire has 
produced 1,784,600 tons, an increase of 110,000 tons. In the 
Gard basin only 21,000 tons more were extracted this year than 
last ; on the other hand, the mines of Bourgogne and Nivernais 
show an increase of 110,000 tons. Bourbonnais has produced 
536,000 tons in place of 461,000; the Tarn and Aveyron basins 
have a very large increase, amounting to 120,000 tons, which 
gives a proportional increase of 20 per cent., whilst in Le Nord it 
is only 11 per cent., and in Pas-de-Calais it does not much exceed 
6 per cent. 


Notwithzanding this increase of nearly one million tons for the 
first half year’s production, the import of foreign coals and coke 
has increased to a large extent. The consignments from England 
for the first half of the current year were 1,992,000 tons against 
1,654,000 tons in the corresponding period of 1889. Arrivals 
from Belgium have increased from 1,591,000 to 1,852,000 tons ; but 
those from Germany have slightly diminished, from 347,000 tons 
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to 334,000 tons. The total import of coke has advanced from 
537,000 tons to 621,000 tons. : 

As is the case with the coal industry, the iron industry is also 
progressing. It produced in the first six months of 1890 968,347 
tons of cast iron against 853,817 in the corresponding period of 
1889. Of this total, the forge pigs represent 734,621 tons, and 
the foundry pig 233,726 tons. It is with forge pigs that the 
increase is the largest. In 1889 the production was only 647,902 
tons; it is in 1890 734,621, or an increase of 86,719; foundry 
pigs in this period have only increased in production by 27,811 
tons, or 233,726 against 205,915. 

Both forge pig and foundry pig iron can be prepared with coke 
or wood, or with the use of the two combustibles ; but the largest 
quantity is prepared with coke. Thus, in those districts which 
produce or receive the ore, the production of cast iron is more 
particularly developed in those which produce coal. This is 
shown by a comparison of the figures given above relating to coke 
and the two statements below respecting the production of 
cast iron. 

Forge Pigs prepared with Coke.—Meurthe-et-Moselle, 382,945 
tons; Nord, 92,481 tons; Pas-de-Calais, 43,550 tons: Saone-et- 
Loire, 38,547 tons ; Landes, 29,671 tons; Gard, 25,746 tons. 

Foundry Pigs prepared with Coke-—Meurthe-et-Moselle, 140,864 
tous; Nord, 30,827 tons; Haute-Marne, 15,688 tons; <AjHer, 
13,392 tons. 

The metallurgical industry is also advancing. It p -duced 
431,765 tons of iron against 387,465 tons in 1889, or an increase 
of 44,300 tons. The following statement shows the order of 
importance of the chief iron-producing departments :-— 

Nord, 176,452 tons; Ardennes, 35,833 tons; Saone-et-Loire, 
34,531 tons; Haute-Marne, 34,295 tons; Meurthe-et-Moszelle, 
20,753 tons; Loire, 34,293 tons; Seine, 17,326 tons; Allier, 
14,580 tons. 

Lastly, the steel industry is progressing. For the s'eel worked 
there were gained on the corresponding period of 1889, 34,253 tons ; 
there were produced 280,431 tons, against 246,088. As regards 
production in ingots, it rose to 388,325 tons, from which total there 
must be deducted 86,704 tons of rails, 64,411 tons of cast steel 
(merchant steel), 16,823 of cast steel (plates), which already figure 
under the head of “worked steel.” One of the most interesting 
points to be noted in the statistics for 1890, is the large development 
in the Bessemer steel industry, owing to the application of a process 
known under the name of its inventor, Thomas Gilchrist. The 
iron of the departments of Meurthe-et-Moselle, Ardennes, Saone- 
et-Loire, and others also, cannot be turned into steel by reason of 
the phosphorus which they contain, and which, with the ordinary 
processes, cannot be separated from it. By the Thomas Gilchrist 
process the dephosphorisation of these irons in the Bessemer 
furnaces can be effected. This is one of the most striking 
examples of the services rendered to industry by science. 
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XII!—FIRES IN AMERICAN COTTON SHIPS. 


At the instance of the Board of Trade, an inquiry has been 
conducted at Liverpool by Mr. T. S. Raffles and Commander 
Bragg, R.N.R., into the burning of the “Egypt,” of the National 
Line. Mr. Morton appeared for the Board of Trade and Mr. 
J. E. Gray Hill for the owners and masters. The disaster occurred 
on the 18th July, on a voyage from New York to Liverpool, and 
the fire, according to the evidence, was clearly traced to a quantity 
of cotton bales stored in the ’tween decks, amidships, and on the 
starboard side; and notwithstanding the most strenuous efforts to 
extinguish it, the fire gained such a hold that in the course of a 
few hours the vessel had to be abandoned. In the course of the 
inquiry some valuable suggestions were made by Mr. R. N. Dale, 
underwriter to the British and Foreign Marine Insurance Company. 
The following is a transcript of his evidence :— 


Mr. Rozert Norris Dae sworn and examined by 
Mr. Gray Hill. 


I believe you are underwriter to the British and Foreign Marine 
Insurance Company ?—I am. 

And you have been so for many years ?—Yes. 

Now, has your attention been directed, as an underwriter, 
to the large number of fires which have taken place in ships 
carrying cotton ?—Frequently. 

I refer to the Atlantic trade ?—Yes. 

And have you for some years inquired into the subject of 
the causes of those fires ?—I have. 

Now what do you believe, from your investigations, to be the 
causes of those fires ?—One very important cause I believe to be 
the imperfect packing and banding of the cotton. 

Mr. Raffies—In America ?—In America. 

Mr. Hiil—A committee of underwriters sat upon this question 
in London, I think ?—Several committees at different times. 

I will read to you one or two passages from their report, 
which I will hand in, This is their report, I believe ?—It looks 
very like it. 

They mention these causes of fires—sparks, smoking, and 
matches, contact with oil, coupled with carelessness in handling, 
want of proper precaution in transit, and failure to enforce the 
port rules; and that the danger of fire from all these causes is 
enormously increased by the very defective packing, the in- 
sufficiency of ties, and the method of sampling. Do you ‘agree 
with that ?—I concur in that. 

Now will you explain what that method of sampling is ?— 
It is cutting the bale, putting the hand in, pulling out a portion of 
the cotton,-and leaving the bale unprotected afterwards with the 
fluff all about it. 
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- The covering is removed from that portion of the bale, aud 
the cotton exudes from it ?—Yes. 

Then there is another passage: “The committee are of 
opinion that the insufficiency of the packing is the chief cause 
* of the liability of the cotton to catch fire. The packing of 
«* American cotton is vastly infericr to that of Indian, Egyptian, 
* or Brazilian, which is entirely covered and properly bound, so 
“* that it is exceptional to find any of the latter cotton exposed 
“ after landing. American cotton, from the flimsy nature of the 
“ packing, only partially covering the bales, and insufficiency of 
‘ the bands, comes away in considerable quantities, and the decks 
“ and holds of vessels loading and discharging are frequently 
“ covered with waste and fluff. It is evident that this condition 
“ of things renders ignition by sparks or other causes exceedingly 
“ likely to occur ;” and then they recommend the introduction of 
a more closely woven material for packing, which should go 
entirely over the bale, and an increase in the number of bands 
an improvement in the system of sampling, and, if possible, com- 
pression of the bales to uniform size and weights. You agree in 
that ?—I agree entirely. 

Now with regard to the particulars of these fires, we know 
that several inquiries have taken place under the auspices of the 
Board of Trade into such fires; but there have been many cases 
where there have been no such inquiries, and I have a report here, 
in print, for the year 1887-88, which was prepared by Lloyds’, I 
think ‘—Yes. 

It is,as far as you know, a correct record ?—I believe it to 
be correct. 

Now, I find that in that season, in the Trans-Atlantic trade, 
there were 22 fires on ships after sailing, and 11 fires at the loading 
ports; and that with regard to the 22 after sailing, a considerable 
number were, after arrival at the port of destination—how many 
of those ships are slow ships—much slower than the “ Egypt,” and, 
therefore, the fire must have smouldered a much longer time than 
it did on the “ Egypt ” ?—Yes. 

Here is another list for 1889-90, giving the fires for that 
season with this result, that there were 22 fires after sailing, and 
22 on board at the port of loading ; so that you have, within these 
two yeurs, a total of 77 fires. The season, I think, begins in 
September and ends in March ?—Yes. 

Mr, Gray Hill—Then here is a special report to the Board of 
Trade arising out of an inquiry held before this court. I will 
hand that in. That brings it up to 1887, and the figures I have 
given carries it to the present time. 

Now, Mr. Dale, as an underwriter, your business operations 
are not confined to the Trans-Atlantic trade ?—No. 

You insure large quantities of cotton on ships coming from 
India and Egypt ?—I do. 

Now I will ask you what your experience is with regard to 
cotton brought from those countries and fires ?—Almost an entire 
absence of fires from those places. I don’t remember any case of 
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fire from Egypt, and I think only one or two from India, during a 
long series of years. 

Then for practical purposes there are no fires on cotton-laden 
ships from India and Egypt !—No. 

how what is the mode of packing in Indian and Egyptian 
cotton ?—A better supply of covering—the quality of the covering 
is better, and the pressing is much greater, so that the bale 
becomes a hard mass, and the number of bands put on the bale is 
very much increased, which prevents the bale getting torn and 
disturbed, so that it arrives here in perfect order, whereas from 
America the bale arrives in perfect disorder. 

Are there any sampling holes made in the Indian and Egyptian 
cotton ?—I believe there is a different system of sampling. The 
sampling is mainly done there before it is compressed. 

So that sampling holes do not exist ?—It is very difficult to 
sample one of those hard-pressed bales. 

Were you present at an experiment made at Fawectt, Preston, 
& Co.’s with regard to the non-inflammatory nature of cotton 
packed in the Indian manner ?—I was. A bale of cotton pressed 
in the Indian manner was put on a hot furnace, and remained 
there for half an hour, and when it was taken off the outside 
covering was destroyed, but the bale itself, for all practical 
purposes, was a bale of cotton still. Perhaps an inch into the 
bale was consumed by the extreme heat of the furnace, but the 
interior of the bale was perfectly sound, solid, and good. 

Mr. Raffiee—Was that within a short time what you are 
speaking of now ?—Within the last year. 

Mr. Gray Hill—Now, the Underwriters’ Association, and 
various other public bodies,—the Cotton Association, and so 
forth, have for some years been making representations upon this 
question ?—Yes. 

Has there been any beneficial result from their efforts ?—I 
am afraid not. The vested interests in America are too much to 
struggle against to begin with, unless we all put our shoulders to 
the wheel, and at present it has not been done. 

Now, with the view of trying to do something in this 
direction, have you consulted with two leading marine insurance 
companies, the “Thames and Mersey” and the “ Union,” and are 
you prepared to do anything with regard to differential rates ?— 
Yes. i may say that I stated at a conference held in Liverpool 
within the last six weeks, that I, as an underwriter, was prepared 
to make a material difference in the rates for those bales of cotton 
which are packed according to my ideas, 

In the Indian or Egyptian way ?—Yes, sir. 

And you are prepared to do this, although the whole of the 
cargo on the ship may not be packed in that way,—and therefore 
the risk would not be very much diininished,—with the view to 
encourage a better system of packing ?-—Yes, we are prepared to 
lower the premium on a mixed cargo, although I contemplate not 
reaping much advantage from it, because if portions of the cotton 
cargo are not similarly packed, the dangcr exists there. 
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But if all the cotton were packed in that way, would you 

be prepared to make a material difference 7—Yes, I should. 

ow, is there any doubt that other underwriters would 
follow your lead ?—I am sure they would; from conversations I 
have had with them, that is their view, and they would be 
prepared to concur. 

Now the effect of pressing the cotton more would be, not 
only to diminish the risk of combustion, but also to enable a larger 
quantity of cotton to be carried in the ship ?—Certainly. 

So that there would be a saving not only in the insurance, 
but in the freight ?—I don’t know that there would be a saving of 
freight, because it is charged so much per pound, but there would 
be a great saving to the shipowner; the shipowner would be a 
great gainer. 

More could be carried?—It has been calculated that a 
shipowner would get 3,000/. insurance on his freight by carrying 
bales so packed, compared with those packed according to the 
present system. 

Now I believe the underwriters regard this matter as of 
very great importance, and are anxious that every publicity 
should be given to the fact that the American system of packing 
involves great and unnecessary risk to property and to life ?—We 
should be glad uf any publicity which would remove the evil. 

Mr. Raffies—Do you attribute the fire to something which 
was in the bales when it left America in the “ Egypt” ?—I am 
quite unable to offer an opinion upon that subject, sir. I have an 
opinion that all ships carrying cattle, and which carry their fodder 
down below, are more or less liable to damage. 

Do you mean from lights used by the men, or what ?— 
Well, when the fodder is carried below deck, you have to go 
below for it, and run the risk of any carelessness of the men 
connected with the cattle, and so on. I don’t expres: an opinion 
that the damage to this ship arose from that ; I simply express an 
opinion generally, that there is a risk of damage from carrying 
fodder below deck on these vessels which carry cattle—a distinctly 
enhanced risk. 

Mr. Gray Hill.—You were not aware of the precautions 
used in this case ?—Not at all; I was simply answering the 
question of the president. 

Mr. Raffies—There is no such thing as spontaneous com- 
bustion, 1 believe ?—No, that has been carefully considered by 
eminent German chemists, and the results show that there is no 
such thing, except when the cotton is in contact with oil. There 
is no such thing as spontaneous combustion of damp cotton, bat if. 
the cotton be in contact with oil it may arise. 

Commander Bragg.—There must be a good deal of oil to. 
raise the normal temperature to 212 degrees ?—Yees, sir. 

On the other hand, if there are any lucifer matches in a 
bale—ard a friend of mine found a whole box of matches in one 
bale—120 degrees would set it on fire ?—Yes. 

Phosphorus ignites at 120 degrees ?—Yes. 

64131. 
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Now what density would you suggest that a bale should be 
pressed to ?—About double the present density. 

That is, to about 25 lbs. to the cubic foot ?—Yes. 

If pressed to that extent you think that would do a great 
deal to abolish the risk of fire ?—I think it would be practically 
annibilated. 

That is in addition to being well covered with bagging and 
well banded ?—Yes; I may say that a man well versed in these 
matters said, “whereas with an American bale the smallest spark 
“ in the world would cause its destruction, if you give me an 
“ Tndian bale, you may cook my diuner on it and no harm will 
* happen to it.” 

That is to say, an American bale being so much softer 
pressed, if a spark strikes the end of a bale it is almost sure to 
burrow in ?—You see an American bale is covered with fluff as 
you see it on the docks; the smallest spark ignites that, and it 
runs along like lightning, and not being hard pressed it eats 
into it. 

Yes, I had experience myself of a fire like that. The fluff 
was burnt off the whole bale, but without igniting the cotton, but 
it is almost as serious and dangerous a thing as for a spark to 
stick on the end of a bale and then to burrow in. The fluff will, 
however, burn off the outside of a bale, and leave a scorched 
appearance, without more damage ?—Frequently it wiil do so. 

Mr. Gray Hill—Fires from cattle food are not known things, 
are they ?—Well, the “City of Montreal” was burnt carrying 
cattle, and the “ Egypt” was burnt. 

Yes, and you know we had an inquiry here; but are you. 
aware of fires arising from the presence of cattle food ?—We don’t 
know. We could not say definitely that it arose from that cause. 

But you are aware of fires arising very largely from the 
carriage of cotton ?—Oh, certainly . 

Mr. Gray Hiill.—I don’t think the “ City of Montreal” carried 
cattle ?—No, she did not. 

Commander Bragg.—I think in this case the fire clearly 
originated a long way from the cattle food. The situation where 
the fire was discovered was midway between the two lots of cattle 
food, and a bulkhead of other cargo was between the cotton and 
the feed ?—Yes, I presume so. I hope it will not be assumed that 
I intimated that I thought the loss of the ship arose from that 
cause. I was simply answering a question from the president. 
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XIV.—COMMERCIAL CONDITION OF THE DUTCH 
INDIES. 


The following review of the trade of the Dutch Indies within 
recent years is extracted from the last report of the Italian Consul 
at Batavia :— 

The island of Java constitutes the most important portion of 
the Dutch possessions in the East Indies. It possesses an area 
of 2,410 square miles. Sumatra and the other islands of its 
colonies are estimated to cover 27,820 square miles. 

Then Java, with its dependency of the island of Madura, only 
represents one-twelfth of the total. 

On the other hand, the native population counts 22,139,624 
souls, that is more than three and one-half times the total popu- 
lation of all the other Dutch dependencies together, which 
amounts to only 6,199,072 souls, 

Consequently the value of the imports into the islands besides 
Java cannot compare with that of Java, and the total of the 
exports still less, ; 

Among the islands, excluding Java, there is only the eastern 
coast of Sumatra, which is visited once every fortnight by a 
steamer leaving Batavia. 

For the other islands, the communication by steamer with 
Batavia is reduced to once a month, and sometimes even three 
months. The steamers of the Netherlands Steam Navigation 
Company, the Rotterdam Lloyd, the Dutch Company proceed 
direct to Batavia, not always touching at Padanga, capital of the 
east coast of Sumatra, and, after their arrival at Batavia, they 
proceed to discharge and take in cargo along the coast in the 
principal ports of Java. 

If it were possible to establish a fixed proportion between the 
business transacted in Java and that of the other dependencies of 
the Indian Archipelago, one point, which at first sight would 
_ appear to be an anomaly, would be perhaps completely cleared up. 

This is that the figures of the exports and imports of recent years 
do not indicate a positive decline, whilst the crisis of 1884 has 
not yet ceased to exercise a disastrous influence on the trade, 
agriculture, and industry, and on the whole population. 

The explanation of this is to he found in other causes which 
have been observed in Java for the last two years, and which date 
from an anterior period. Pee 

The numerous population must receive the greater part of its 
revenues in silver in exchange for its labour to the profit of the 
large cultures carried on by the Europeans. 

rushed with taxes, its principal occupation, the culture of rice, 
does not yield a revenue sufficient for its subsistence and for the 
‘payment of taxes. Even in the localities where the forced culture 
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of coffee has been introduced by the Government, the additional 
profits which it draws from it are still not sufficient to meet the 


‘deficit. 


The coffee plantations have suffered severely from a malady 
more particularly affecting the leaves (hemilaia vastatriz). The 
planters, on seeing their crops diminish, have tried to reduce 
their expenses of production proportionately, commencing with 
the wages, the management of the plantations, and the harvest 
expenses. It appears from data supplied by the owners them- 
selves that in eight plantations it has been necessary to reduce 
the wages and other expenses from 540,065 firs. to 206,000 fre., 
making a difference of 334,000 frs. per annum, a sum which the 
population has received less than formerly both for its labour 
and the supply of certain materials. 

Sugar production is in but a slightly better condition. According 
to his own figures, one sugar maker has been obliged to reduce by 
30,736 frs. his labour, rents, wages, and expenses of transport, 
almost entirely to the detriment of the native population residing 
around his establishments. 

Although it isin the first place the fall in prices which has 
forced the sugar-makers to reduce their expenses, there are still 
other causes which have largely contributed to the present evil. 
One of them is so disastrous in its consequences that it threatens 
to completely extinguish the cultivation of the sugar cane in Java 
with its annual production of from 350 to 400 million kilogrammes. 

The production of coffee obtained by private industry has fallen 
from 31 million kilogrammes in 1883 to 18 million kilogrammes . 
in 1887. 

It is only by the most energetic efforts that the sugar 
manufacturers have been able to increase the production of 
their fields with a view of diminishing the expenses which in this 
way are distributed over a more abundant yield. Whilst engaged 
in this direction, an infection known under the name of Sereh, 
having its origin in the eastern portion of Java, spread among the 
sugar canes, and already in several localities in the centre of Java 
its ravages are kindling grave fears for the future. 

The economies introduced in the large agricultural industries 
have resulted in a lowering of the earnings of the population, 
which has consequently to reduce its purchases. 

In the eastern residencies of the island, the decrease in pros- 

rity is none the less evident by the inferior quality of the 
clothing and the gradual disappearance of ornaments and jewellery 
from the men, women, and children. 

We have here arrived at an important point, which gives an 
explanation of the fact why the import and export figures remain 
almost the same for the principal articles, if they do not show an 
increase, although the decrease in prosperity of all classes of the 
eer is an admitted fact. 

t is not European imports, such as for example watches, which 
constitute the articles de luxe of the natives. It is chiefly articles 
of native or Chinese manufacture. Baticage, a very complicated 
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and costly process applied to coloured designs on native garments, 
the use of a certain kind of Chinese silk, both by men and women, 
of ornaments of precious stones imported by Chinese and Arab 
merchants, and set in native gold, worked by the natives in their 
fashion, the possession of one or several fine side-arms, in sheaths 
of gold or silver richly chased, &c., &c.; these are in what the 
luxury of the natives in times of well-being and prosperity exist 
When days of adversity come, these are the objects which he 
ceases buying, or which serve as pledges to procure money by 
means of loan. 


XV.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Birmingham.— A meeting of the Birmingham Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 24th September for the purpose of 
receiving a deputation from the promoters of the Birmingham and 
Liverpool Ship Canal. Mr. J. W. Tonks presided, and the 
following resolution was moved and carried unanimously :—‘ That 
“* this meeting having heard the description of the Birmingham 
* and Liverpool Ship Canal scheme, its object acd advantages, 
“* expresses approval of it, and thinks it deserving of support.” 

The monthly meeting of the council of the Chamber was held 
on 6th September, Mr. J. William Tonks presiding —A commu- 
nication was read from the Board of Trade of London, Ontario, 
intimating that an arrangement had been completed by which 
direct mails would be forwarded from that town, and thus some 
12 hours saved in the service, and that their postmaster had 
applied to the British authorities for a direct mail from England. 

he Secretary said that, in pursuance of the resolution passed by 
the council at their last meeting, a memorial had been addressed 
to the Board of Trade relative to the expiry of European Com- 
mercial Treaties in 1891 and 1892, and asking that a committee 
specially qualified to advise on the trade of this city and district, 
as affected by such treaties, should be brought into connexion 
with the members of the Government in negotiating new 
treaties. A reply had been received stating “that a committee 
“had already been appointed to consider the subject of the 
“ approaching expiry of various European treaties and the 
‘* probable effects of such expiry upon British trade, and to 
“ report thereon to Her Majesty’s Government.’ The letter added 
that any representations which the Chamber might desire should 
receive consideration might be made through the secretary of the 
committee (Mr. A. E. Baterman), The Associated Chambers of 
Commerce had been consulted previous to the appointment of the 
committee, and their recommendations had received the careful 
consideration of the Board of Trade, and had been adopted as far 
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as possible. After some considerable discussion it was moved by 
Mr. Hawkes, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and unanimously resolved, 
“ That referring to the reply of the Board of Trade in regard to . 
“ the expiry of European treaties in 1891 and 1892, this council 
* submits that it is desirable that a member of the committee 
** should be appointed on the nomination of the Birmingham 
** Chamber of Commerce, and that the President of the Chamber 
“ be requested to use his influence in that direction.” It was 
also unanimously resolved, “That a committee be appointed by 
** this council to consider the probable effects of the expiry of 
** European Commercial Treaties in 1891 and 1892 on the 
* industries of Birmingham and the district, and any proposals 
“‘ which may be made by foreign Governments in lieu of these 
“ treaties, and to report thereon to the council.” It was decided 
to nominate the committee at the next council meeting. The 
chairman gave notice that at the next meeting of the council he 
would move the following resolution: “That, in the opinion of 
“ this council, no treaties of commerce should in future be 
“ concluded unless a clause be therein inserted to the effect that 
“ the preferential treatment of its colonies by any Power shall 
“ not be considered action of a nature to justify any claim by 
“ the other contributing party or parties under the most favoured 
“ ration clause.” 


Bradford—A meeting of the council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 24th September, Mr. G. Hoffmann 
in the chair, It appeared that a letter had been sent to the 
Foreign Office complaining of the action of the Leghorn Customs 
authorities in refusing to accept certificates issued by British 
Chambers of Commerce, and that a reply had been received statin 
that Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Rome had been directed to cal 
the attention of the Italian Government to the matter. A copy 
of a letter was laid on the table which had been forwarded to the 
town clerk of Bradford requesting information as to what steps 
the council are taking in order to carry into effect their expressed 
determination to establish a conditioning house. 


Bristol—The monthly meeting of the Bristol Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 24th September, Mr. W. Dove Willcox 
in the chair. 

The report by the Board of Trade, in accordance with section 24, 
subsection 6, of this Act on the classification of merchandise traffic, 
and schedule of maximum rates applicable thereto, determined in 
respect of the Great Western and Midland Railway Companies 
was presented, and the secretary was instructed to place himself 
in communication with the Board of Trade, for the purpose of 
ascer‘aining the course of procedure to be adopted in the event of 
the Chamber deciding to support or oppose the report. 

Mr. E. Burrow Hill: moved, and Mr. J. R. Bennett seconded, 
and it was resolved— 

That on receipt of the reply from the Board of Trade, the 
secretary be instructed to call a meeting of the chairmen of the 
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various trade sections of the Chamber for the purpose of considering 
the report of the Board of Trade. 

A letter was read from the Liverpool and District Grocers’ and 
Provision Dealers’ Association, enclosing copy of a letter addressed 
to the London Wholesale Tea Dealers’ Association, and asking the 
Chamber to take energetic steps to prevent a new order of the 
Board of Customs coming into practice. The order complained of 
alters the mode of ascertaining the net weight of Indian tea, and 
directs that duty shall be paid on half-pounds, and it is considered 
unnecessary and unjust to retailers, especially to those in the 
provinces, All chests lose some of their contents and may lose 
considerably in transit, and the effect of the new order would be 
to pay duty on what very often they will not receive, and if it 
came to pass will cause endless friction between the retailer, 
merchant, and carrier. The old system is considered sufticiently 
exact for all practical purposes, and it was hoped that the order 
would be rescinded. 

The secretary reported he had been in communication with 
several firms in Bristol, and they strongly urged that the order 
should be rescinded, whereupon it was resolved, on the motion of 
the president, seconded by Mr. W T. Parker—- 

That a petition to the Board of Customs be prepared and signed 
by the president, vice-presidents, and secretary on behalf of the 
Chamber, and by merchants generally, praying that the recent 
order of the Board altering the mode of ascertaining the net weight 
of Indian tea, and directing the duty shall be paid on half pounds, 
be rescinded. 


Dundee-—The quarterly meeting of the Dundee Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 24th September, Mr. Edward Cox in 
the chair. The subjects under consideration were the Merchandise 
Marks Act Amendment Bill, jute cargves, and the Railway and 
Canal Traffic Act, 1888. 

Halifax.—The monthly meeting of the Halifax Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the Ist October under the presidency of 
Mr. T. H. Morris, J.P. The questions of trade reports, the Irish 
mail service, the Indian factory system, and railway rates engazed 
the attention of the meeting. 


Leicester—A quarterly meeting of the Leicester Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 12th September, Mr. B, C. Wates in 
the chair. Among the questions considered were the Board of 
Trade and the railway rates, and the new railway which the 
Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Company were proposing 
to construct and which was to pass through Leicester. 


Manchester.—The directors of the Manchester Chamber of 
Commerce held their ordinary monthly board meeting on the 
22nd September, Mr. Henry Lee, president, in the chair. 
Correspondence was presented from the Bombay and Bengal 
Chambers of Commerce in response to letters addressed to them by 
the Manchester Chamber, enclosing numerous documents showing 
what course had been taken by themselves and other public bodies 
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in India with reference to factory legislation. The subject of the 
approaching expiration of European commercial treaties was 
briefly discussed, but in view of the fact that a special committee 
had been appointed by the Government to consider it (of which 
Sir J. C. Lee, a director of the Chamber, is a member) it was 

1 that no action could be usefully taken by the Board until 
that committee had begun its work. 

A communication was read from the mayor of Manchester, 
enclosing a circular letter, forwarded by the mayor of Sheffield to 
the heads of municipalities in the United Kingdom, asking that 
such action as may seem desirable should be taken, in order that 
public opinion may be expressed to the British Government with 
regard to recent tariff legislation in the United States. In 
forwarding this correspondence the mayor cf Manchester stated 
that it appeared to appertain to the Manchester Chamber of 
Commerce, and that he had replied to it accordingly. It was 
ordered that the circular letter, receipt of which had been 
acknowledged, should lie upon the table. 

Among other questions under discussion were the irregular 
arrival of Indian mails, short reeled cotton yarn in the Danubian 
States, the difficulties of English merchants in Italian law courts, 
and the Eastern telegraph rates. 


Tynemouth. — The council of the Tynemouth Chamber of 
Commerce held a special meeting on 18th September, Mr. Tate 
presiding. The meeting had been called to consider the question 
of capital, labour, and wages, a paper upon this subject being read 
by the chairman. 
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XVI—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1, General Report to the Board of Trade in regard to the Share 
and Loan Capital, Traffic in Passengers and Goods, and the 
Working Expenditure and Net Profits from Railway Working of 
the Railway Companies of the United Kingdom for the Year 1889, 
(C.—6157.) Price 3d. 


This is the annual report published by the Board of Trade, which 
sums up the returns as to capital and traffic made to the Board 
under the Regulation of Railways Act. 

The report states that 1889 was a prosperous year for the 
railway companies. Owing to the general revival of the trade 
of the country more work was done and more money earned than 
in any previous year, and it is some time since there have been 
such satisfactory increases in traffic and revenue. It is true 
that the expenses of working also increased to a considerable 
extent last year, largely in consequence of advances in the 
prices of materials and in the rates of wages paid to work- 
— but notwithstanding this fact a larger net revenue remained 
as the final result of the — operations than at any former 
period. The increase in the net earnings, too, was more than 
sufficient to counterbalance the additions which were made during 
the year to the capital of the companies, and the consequence is 
that the percentage of net earnings to total capital for 1889 turns 
out to have been larger than in any year since 1883. 

“With regard to capital, the total of all descriptions, share and 
loan, paid up, amounted at the close of 1889 to nearly 876,600,000/., 
the increase over the total for the previous year being somewhat 
less than 12,000,00C/., or not quite 1} per cent. The following 
table, continued from last year’s report, shows the gross amounts 
for the last five years :— 


Year. Amount of Capital. Increase. 
1885 815,858,000 14,394,000 
1886 828,344,000 12,486,000 
1887 845,972,000 17,628,000 
1888 864,696,000 18,724,000 
1889 876,595,000 11,899,000 


As regards traffic receipts the report states that more work was 
done and more money earned by the railway companies in 1889 
than in any previous year, and reference has been made to the satis- 
factory nature of the increase which took place under both heads last 
year as compared with 1888. As regards receipts, that increase was 
not confined to one source, but passenger traffic, goods traffic, and 
miscellaneous each contributed their share. The following table, 
comparing the figures for each of these groups for 1889 and 1888, 
shows this very clearly :— 
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Increase. 
Receipts from— 1889. 1888. 
Amount. Per Cent. 
Million Million Million 
£ £ £ 
Passenger traffic - - 32°6 31-0 1°6 5°3 
Goods traffic - - 41°l 38°8 2°3 6:0 
Miscellaneous* 3°3 0°2 4°9 
Total - -| | 72°9 | 4°1 5°7 


_ * Miscellaneous receipts include rents, tolls, revenue from steamboats, and other 
liems. 

With regard to passenger traffic, the numbers of first and 
second-class passengers (excluding season-ticket holders) continued 
to show a falling off, although the receipts from these classes actually 
increased ; and it is still to the third-class passengers that the 
railway companies as a whole owe the great bulk of the revenue 
they derive from passenger traffic, and by far the larger part of 
the increased receipts from that source. This will be seen from 
the following table, showing the amounts received under each 
head of passenger traffic in 1889 and 1888 :— 


Increase. 
Receipts from. 1889. 1888. 
Amount. Per Cent. 
Ordinary passengers :— £ £ £ 
First class - 8,188,000 | 3,040,000 148,000 
Second class - 2,705,000 2,693,000 12,000 


19,785,000 | 18,690,000 | 1,095,000 
2,196,000 | 2,051,000 145,000 
4,757,000 | 4,510,000 247,000 


Third class - - 
Season-ticket holders 
Excess luggage, mails, &c. 


o & 


Total - - 32,631,000 | 30,984,000 1,647,000 


As regards goods traffic there is a total increase, including all 
branches, amounting to nearly 2,331,0002. The receipts from the 
carriage of live stock have not, however, kept pace with those 
from the main items of goods traffic, there being in fact a slight 
falling off of 17,0007. from this source. The amounts received from 
each branch last year and in 1888 were as follow :— 


Increase. 
Receipts from. 1889. 1888. 
> Amount. | Per Cent. 
£ £ £ 
Mineral traffic - - | 17,052,000 | 16,159,000 893,000 5°5 
General merchandise traffic - | 22,694,000 | 21,240,000 1,454,000 6°8 
Live stock - - | 1,340,000 | 1,857,000 |*(—)77,000] *(—)7°3 
Total - - - | 41,086,000 | 38,756,000 2,330,000 6°0 


* Decrease. 


i} 
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2. Wages, Textile Trades, Return of Rates of Wages in tlhe 
Minor Textile Trades of the United Kingdom, with Report thereon, 
(C.—6161.) Price 94d. 

This report, which deals with the wages paid in the minor 
textile trades, is stated to be in continuation of « previous report 
(C.—5807 of 1889) issued by the Board of Trade, in which the 
wages in the larger textile trade:—cotton, woollen, worsted, linen 
—were dealt with, being the first instalment of that census of — 
wages which it is added has been one of the objects of the 
Board of Trade to carry out, in pursuance of the resolution of the 
House of Commons of March 1886, for the collection of statistics 
relating to labour. In the tables presented herewith, dealing with 
the minor textile trades, a second instalment is presented, and a 
third instalment dealing with the coal and iron mining trades is 
in course of preparation. 

The following table shows the textile trades now dealt with, 
the numbers of schedules issued and returns received :-— 


Schedules returned, 
Schedule 
Trades. 
issued. No Per Cent. of 

Issues. 
Jute - - - - - 143 50 35 
Hemp, &e. - - - 1,756 180 10 
Silkk - 461 79 17 
Carpet - 131 14 11 
Hosiery - - - - 302 24 8 
Lace - - - 335 32 10 
Small wares - - - - 253 39 15 
Flock and shoddy, manufacture of —- 127 29 23 
Hair - - - - 39 8 21 
Elastic web - - 47 9 19 
Lamp and candle wick - - - 27 5 19 
Handkerchiefs - 53 6 ll 


The per-centages returned are very considerable, and the 
department again expresses its obligations te the employers who 
have taken so much trouble. 

Putting all the trades together, and including the four 
leading textiles dealt with in the former report, we have the 
following maximum, minimum, and average rates of wages as 
prevailing in these textile trades, to which the figures for cotton, 
as the largest of all, are appended for comparison :— 


— Meximum. | Minimum. Average. | Cotton only 


Men - - ” 70 18 50 5 61 10 65 12 
Lads and Boys - 27 «21 15 13 21 9 24 4 
Women - - ~ 39 15 23 3 33 1 39 15 


Girls - 21 10 11 14 16 § 47 
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Thus cotton is in each case somewhat above the average, except 
in the case of women, where cotton is at the maximum, and very 
considerably above the average. The very high wages for women 
m Lancashire were the subject of comment in the first report, 
and this and other differences in different trades cannot but 
attract attention. It may be noticed also that the average as 
here brought out corresponds very close'y with the mean of the 
four leading textiles themselves. 


3. Factories and Workshops Acts. Return of the Number of 
Factories authorised to be Inspected under the Factories and 
Workshops Acts, with the Number of Persons Employed in each 
Industry, distinguishing Men, Women, Young Persons, Children, 
Half-timers ; also giving the Number of Spindles, Looms, and other 
Machines used in each Trade and Industry Inspected (in con- 
tinuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 340 of Session 1885). 
328. Price 4d. 

Thiz return which is issued by the Home Office gives etails as to 
the number of factories, number of spinning spindles or of throwing 
spindles used in the factories, also of the number of persons, 
whether males, females, or children employed in cotton factories, 
woollen, shoddy, worsted, flax, hemp and jute factories, also in 
hair, cocoa-nut fibre, silk, lace, hosiery, and elastic factories, 
together with a summary giving the above information for all the 
factories named. 

The return shows the information for England and Wales, 
Scotland, and Ireland, as well as for the whole of the United 


Kingdom. 


4. Return, Ships (United Kingdom). Return of Ships arriving 
at Ports in the United Kingdom from Fureign Ports in the Years 
1888 and 1889 with Live Cattle on Board showing the Names of 
the Vessels, Ports of Departure and the loss of Human and Animal 
Life from such Vessel. 318. Price 10d. 


This is a return prepared under the direction of the Treasury 
and dated the 26th of June last, giving in detail the information 
for each port together with the ports of departure and the loss of 
life whether human or animal in each case ; the name of the vessel 
from which such loss occurred being in each case separately 
specifiel. The ports to which the return refers are as follows: 
London, Aberdeen, Bristol, Falmouth, Glasgow, Grimsby, Harwich, 
Hull, Leith, Liverpool, Newcastle, Plymouth, Portsmouth, South- 
ampton, Weymouth, Carnarvon, Grangemouth, Skibbereen, 

fast, and Stornoway. 


5. Report Merchandise Marks Act, 1887. 334. Price 3s. 

This is the report of the Select Committee appointed to inquire 
and report whether any alteration is required either in the 
provisions of the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887, or in its 
administration, in order to prevent fraud by the use of an indirect 
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indication of origin on imported goods, or their false markin 
after importation; and whether there is necessity for fres 
legislation for prosecution of offences against the Act. 

The Committee ia their report state that they have ex unined 
many witnesses representing various trades, the shipping industry, 
members of chambers of commerce, officials from the Customs’ 
department, and others. As a result, there seems to be a con- 
sensus of opinion that the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887, has 
generally been most beneficial to the manufacturing interest of 
the country, and that the importation of fraudulently marked 
goods, or of goods bearing a false indication of origin, has 
materially diminished since the Act came into operation. 

The evidence given has, in the opinion of the Committee, 
conclusively proved that goods (notably, articles of consumption,) 
come into this country in large quantities in an adulterated 
form, but cannot, according to the evidence given by the Custom 
authorities, be detained under section 3 (D.) of the Merchandise 
Marks Act, because, in most instances, they bear no trade 
description, as defined by sections 3 and 5 of the said Act. The 
Committee are of opinion that much harm is being done to 
legitimate trade by the impunity with which spurious articles are 
introduced into this country. They therefore propose that the 
Act should be amended by making the Customs “entry” which 
must bear a description of the goods imported, a “trade 
description” within the meaning of the Act. The adoption of 
this amendment would, in the opinion of the Committee, give the 
Customs power to detain goods, the “ trade description ” of which 
is false as to the material of which they are composed. 

The Committee conclude by stating that they have received 
abundant evidence that, in the opinion of the mercantile com- 
munity, it is of the highest importance, in the interest of honest 
trading, that an international convention should be entered into 
with such foreign countries as are willing to adopt the principles 
ol the Merchandise Marks Act. The Committee entirely share 
this opinion, and trust that Her Majesty’s Government will 
continue to avail themselves of every opportunity to secure such 
international arrangements as will prevent the sale of falsely 
marked merchandise in all countries that are parties to the 
convention. 


6. Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888. Report by the Board 
of Trade, in accordance with section 24, sub-section 6 of above 
Act, on the Classification of Merchandise Traffic and Schedule of 
Maximum Rates applicable thereto, determined in respect of the 
London, Chatham, and Dover Railway Company, and certain other 
Companies connected therewith. 419. Price 74d. 


In their report the Board of Trade state that having considered 
the classification of merchandise traffic and schedule of maximum 
rates applicable thereto, submitted by the London, Chatham, and 
Dover Railway Company, and having also communicated with the 
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railway company and persons who lodged objections thereto: 
having also heard all the parties whom they considered entitled 
to be heard before them respecting the classification and schedule, 
they have been unable to come to an agreement with the railway 
company as to the railway company’s classification and schedule, 
and have consequently determined the classification of traffic 
which ought to be adopted by the railway company and the 
schedule of maximum rates and charges, including terminal 
charges, which, as at present advised, they think just and 
reasonable. 

Annexed to this report isa copy of the correspondence between 
the Board of Trade and the London, Chatham, and Dover Railway 
Company with regard to the said classification, in which reference 
is made to the points on which differences with the railway 
company have not been arranged. 


7. Pauperism (England and Wales) Return (A.). Comparative 
Statement of Pauperism. July 1890. 94(A.—VI). Price 2d. 


This is the usual monthly statement issued by the Local 
Government Board. It shows that the number of persous 
(excluding lunatics in asylums and licensed houses, and vagrants) — 
relieved in England and Wales on the last day in each week of 
the month of July was as follows :—First week, 660,571; second 
week, 660,183; third week, 659,349; fourth week, 688,360; 
fifth week, 657,440. The number of paupers in receipt of relief 
in July 1890 was smaller than the number relieved in the 
corresponding month in 31 out of the 33 preceding years. 


8. Poor Retief (England and Wales) Return (C.).  In-Main- 
tenance and Out-Door Relief. 303 (C.) Price 34d. 


This is the usual half-yearly statement issued by the Local 
Government Board. 


9. Railways (Times of Trains). Return for alternate Months 
during the Year 1890, commencing with January, from the 
Great Northern, Great Eastern, London and North-Western, 
Great Western, Midland, South-Eastern, London, Chatham, 
and Dover, London, Brighton, and South Coast, and London 
and South-Western Railways Companies, showing the Arrival at 
London Stations of all Passenger Trains as shown in the 
published Time Tables of the Company in the Form sect out 
below, the Returns to be compiled from the Guards’ Reports or 
Journals. (151—IIL) Price 4d. 


Per- Per- Per- Per- Per- Per- | Per- | per. 
centage | centage | centage | centage | centage | centage | centage! Total 
to Time | between | between | between | between | between | between} over {Number 
and3 | 3 and 5|5and 10/10 and15|15and 20/20 and25| 25 and 30 of 
Minutes | Minutes | Minutes | Minutes | Minutes} Minutes} 30 | Minutes! Trains. 

Tate. | Late. | Late. | Late. | Late. | Late. | Minutes! Pato 
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' The present paper gives the results of the running of trains on 
the above-mentioned railways for the month of July 1890. 


10. Administration Report on the Raiiways in India for 1889- 
90, by Lieut.-Colonel Conway-Gordon, Director - General of 
Railways, (C.—6089.) Price 2s. 3d. 


The report states that the length of railways open for traffic in 
India at the end of 1888-89 was 15,245} miles; during the year 
1889-90 the length added was 869} miles, so that on the 31st of 
March 1890 the total length of open line, after allowing for minor 
corrections of mileage, was 16,095} miles, 

The chief sections opened were— 

209} miles of the Bengal-N4gpur Railway. 

165 miles of the Indian Midland Railway. 

1994 miles of the Southern Mahratta Railway, including 
764 miles of the Mysore section. 

The total length of railway open, 16,095} miles, is distributed 
as follows :—— 


Miles. 
State lines worked by companies - - 6,0063 
State lines worked by the State = - - 5,0483 
Lines worked by guaranteed companies - 3,243 
Assisted companies - - - 595 


Native States lines worked by companies 4723 
Native States lines werked by the State - 124 

Native States lines - - - 5464 
Foreign railways - - - - 582 


The gross earnings during the calandar year (inclusive of steam- 
boat services, but exclusive of the West of India Portuguese 
Railway) were R:. 20,49,36,629. Of this, 31°77 per cent. were 
earned by lines worked by guaranteed companies ; 22°25 per cent. 
by the East Indian Railway, including the State branch lines 
worked by it; 14°92 per cent. by all the other State lines worked 
by companies ; 26°87 per cent. by the State lines worked by the 
State; and the balance, 4°19 per cent., may be divided between 
the lines in native states and the lines owned by assisted companies. 
The distribution of the earnings between coaching, goods, and 
miscellaneous, including steamboat, may be taken at 33°66 per 
cent., 63°56 per cent., and 2°78 per cent. respectively. 

The total number of passengers carried was 110,402,383, as 
compared with 103,156,013 in 1888, and the-earnings from 
coaching traffic amounted to Rs. 6,89,86,147 as compared with 
Rs. 6,43,50,321 in 1888, 

The aggregate tonnage moved was 22,155,164 tons as compared 
with 22,393,202 tons in 1888, and the earnings from goods traffic 
was Rs, 13,02,66,102 as compared with Rs. 12,79,03,904 in 1888. 

The total working expenses amounted to Rs. 10,37,74,007, or 
50°64 per cent. of the gross earnings; the distribution under the 
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different heads being as under: maintenance, 14°65 per cent. ; 
locomotive, 16°29 per cent. ; carriage and waggon, 4°53 per cent. ; 
traffic, 7°86 per cent.; general, 5°26 per cent.; steam-boat, 
0°49 per cent.; special and miscellaneous, 1°56 per cent. The 
net earnings realised were Rs. 10,11,62,622, giving a return 
on the open line capital expenditure, Rs. 2,05,04,60,994 of 
493 per cent. Tire above represents only the statistical result of 
working. Figures are not yet available showing the financial 
results to the State for the year 1889-90. The actual financial 
results to the State of working the Indian railways during the 
official year 1888-89 are, however, shown in the following tables. 
These tables represent a net loss of Rs. 2,09,03,454, as under :-— 


Losses— Rs. Rs. 
Guaranteed railways - - - - 87,84,950 
State lines leased to companies, open and un- 
State railways, military, open 43,18,507 
State railways, military, unopen - - - 3,42,646 
State railways, commercial, open - - 24,13,879 
State railways, commercial, unopen - - 8,21,696 
2,36,63,444 
East Indian railway - - 27,59,990 
Net loss -|- - -| 2,09,03,454 


The interest charges for the East Indian, Eastern Bengal, and 
North-Western railways include annuities paid in England, in 
which is included a contribution of about 25 lakhs of rupees for 
a sinking fund that is meant to reproduce the capital at the 
expiry of the period for which the annuity is to run, so that, on 
the whole, the net loss in working the entire Indian railway 
system may be taken at something over 180 lakhs of rupees 
annually, 

The loss on guaranteed railways is mainly attributable to the 
comparatively high rate at which the guaranteed interest has to 
be paid. Under its contracts with guaranteed railway companies, 
the State has to pay interest at this rate until the contracts 
terminate, and it is “eeppee * unable to obtain any advantage 
from the increasingly easy condition of the money market; that 
is to say, where the State could now raise money at 3}, or even 3 
per cent., to pay off loans raised at higher rates of interest, it has 
still to continue to pay interest at or near the high average rate 
of 43 per cent. on the capita! raised by the guaranteed companies, 
aud, owing to the fall in exchange, the amount of rupees 
which have to be remitted to England to pay the sterling interest 
charges is equivalent to a payment of interest of nearly 7 per 
cent. 


11. Joint Stock Companies Returns. 97. Price 1s, 9d. 

This is an annual return issued by the Registrar of Joint Stock 
Companies, Somerset House. It shows the names, objects, or 
business, places where business is, or was conducted, date of 
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registration, number of age who signed the memorandum 
of association, total number of shares taken up by such sub- 
scribers, nominal capital, number of shares into which it 
is divided, number of shares taken up, amount of calls made 
on each share, and the total amount of calls received of all 
joint stock companies formed since the 1st day of January 1889 
to 31st of December 1889, inclusive, distinguishing whether the 
companies are limited or unlimited, and also the number of 
shareholders in exch of the said companies at the date of the last 
return, and whether still in operation or being woun up ; also 
the total number having their registered offices in the city of 
London, or within five miles of the General Post Office; and of 
the total number and the paid-up capital of all registered 
companies which are believed to be carrying on business at the 
present time. 

The return also contains a statement as to the number and 
total nominal share capital of companies which have been formed 
since the Companies Act came into operation on the 3rd of 
October 1862. The following statement shows the total number 
and paid-up capital (including amounts considered as paid on 
vendor’s shares) of all registered companies having a share capital 
and believed to be carrying on business at the under-mentioned 
dates :— 


| Registered in Registered in Registered in | Registered in Total. 
| ndon. Edinburgh, Dublin. the Stanneries. 
NY Paid-up Paid-up | Paid-up Paid-up Paid-u 
No. | Capital. No Capital. * Capital. No. Capital, No. Capital, 
April | 


£ £ £ 
7,540] 426,792,671] 728 | 36,180,875 | 875 11,517,070 | 40 | 801,678 | 8,692 | 475,551,204 
1885 8,076] 141,381,980] 805 | 39,815,676 | 420 | 12,994,687 | 43 | 717,569 | 9,348 | 494,900,802 
1886, 8,124] 471,335,095] 838 | 43,544,114 | 474 | 14,377,493 | 95 | 380,982 | 9,471 | 529,637,684 
1887 9,040] 528,271,223] 895 | 


| 46,048,125 508 | 15,888,709 | 42 400,635 710,404 | 591,508,692 


1888 | 9,465] 544,071,170] 948 | 50,255,054 516 | 16,728,172 | 42 375,975 [11,001 | 611,430,371 

1889 | 10,335] 603,853,397 | 1,007 | 50,387,974 | 586 | 17,243,171 | 40 385,642 711,968 | 671,870,184 
} 


1890 | 11,584} 705,283,316 | 1,102 | 52,182,679 613 | 17,287,527 | 24 | $86,081 [13,323 | 775,139,553 


12. Royal Commission on Mining Royalties, First Report of 
the Royal Commission appointed to inquire into the subject of 
Minny Royalties; with Minutes of Evidence and Appendices. 
(C—6195.) Price 3s. 

This is the first report of the Royal Commission which was 
appointed in August 1889 to enquire into the amounts psid as 
royalties, dead rents, and way leaves on coal, ironstone, iron ore, 
shale, and the metals of mines subject to the Metalliferous Mines 
Act, 1872, worked in the United Kingdom, and the terms and 
conditions under which these payments are made, and into the 
economic operation thereof upon the mining industries of the 
country, and, further, to enquire into the terms and conditions 

64181. H 


498 RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. [Oct, 1890. 


under which mining enterprise is conducted in India, the colonies, 
and foreign countries by the system of concession or otherwise, 
and the economical operation thereof. ' 

The Royal Commissioners now report that they have taken 
oral evidence from a considerable number of witnesses, being 
principally representatives of the lessees of iron and coal mines 
in England. Notes of this evidence are appended to the report. 
They will proceed to take further evidence from proprietors of 
minerals, and from working men engaged in mining industries, as 
well as with regard to the “other portions of the inquiry entrusted 
to them. 

The appendices contain replies received from the inspectors of 
mines, the secretaries of mining associations and others to questions 
addressed to them by the commission. Also abstracts of replies 
with regard to changes in the laws of various foreign countries 
dealing with the ownership of minerals and with mineral rents 
and royalties, together with statistical tables dealing with the 
mining interests of various countries. 


13. Return of Allotments and Small Holdings in Great Britain 
obtained for the Board of Agriculture by the Inland Revenue 
Department. (C.—6144.) Price 2s. 6d. 


This is a special return prepared by the Board of Agriculture 
relating to allotments and small holdings in Great Britain. 

The conclusion is that the growth of fairly comparable allotments 
in Great Britain as a whole appears to be that shown by the 
following figures :— 


Years. Allotments. 
1873 246,398 
1886 357,795 
1890 455,005 


It is added that, making every allowance for the possible 
imperfections of the earlier figures, it seems impossible to resist 
the conclusion that a large and important increase has taken place. 
It is noteworthy that the rate of annual increase in the last four 
years has been apparently three times as rapid as between 1873 
and 1886. 


14. Eighth Annual Report of the Fishery Board for Scotland, 
being for the Year 1889. Part I, General Report. (C-—6103.) 
Price 74d. 

This is the annual report of the Fishery Board for Scotland on 
the fisheries of Scotland only. It contains, in addition to special 


statistical information, very full details of scientific investigations 
by the Board. 
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15. Thirty-Sixth Report of the Postmaster General on the 
Post Office. (C.—6171.) Price 44d. 


This is the Annual Report of the Postmaster General for the 
year ended 31st of March 1890. 

The following table shows the estimated number of letters, &e. 
delivered in the United Kingdom during the twelve months ended 
the 31st of March :— 


Number Increase go 
estimated. Per Cent. 
erson. 
Letters - - - | 1,650,100,000 5°9 43°5 
Post cards - - - - 217,100,000 7°8 §°7 
Book packets and circulars - 441,900,000 7°38 
Newspapers - - - 159,300,000 4°8 4°2 
Total - - - | 2,468,400,000 6°2 65°1 
Parcels - - 42,853,000 8°2 Te] 
Grand total - | 2,511,253,000 6°3 66°2 


The number of registered letters was 11,357,935, an increase 
of 356,850, or at the rate of 3-2 per cent. 

Of the total number of letters, &e. delivered, it is thought 
that about 85:2 per cent. were delivered in England and Wales, 
29°38 per cent. being delivered in the London Postal District 
alone, 9 per cent. in Scotland, and 5:8 per cent. in Ireland. 

The number of parcels posted has increased in a satisfactory 
manner. The following table shows the steady growth of this 
branch of business :— 


Average Postage 
Postage. per Parcel. 
Nunber 55 per 
cent, on 
Year. —— of Railway-| Post Post 
Gross borne 
Parcels, Parcels | Office Gross, Office - 
Amount. | paid to 
nilway | Share. Share. 
Com- 
panies. 
£ £ d, d, 
1884-5 Railway-borne and | 22,910,040; 508,247 256,572 251,675 5°32 2°63 
Road-borne. 
1885-6 o mi Pe 26,417,397 | 591,945 | 298,948 | 292,997 5°38 2°66 
1886-7 ” ” ” 32,860,154 | 719,112 358,254 360,858 5°25 2°64 
1887-8 36,731,786 | 811,764 491,205 410,469 5°30 2°68 
1888-9 39,589,313 | 878,547 433,307 445,240 5°32 2°69 
1880-90 » 42,852,600} 952,113 | 468,807 | 483,306 5°33 2°70 


The number of Money Order Offices open on the 31st March 
last was 9,437, showing an increase of 312 in the year. 


H 2 
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16. Thirty-fourth Report of the Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
Customs on the Customs. (For the Year ended 3ist March 1890.) 
(C—6185.) Price 24d. 


The Commissioners in their report state that the gross receipt 
of Customs revenue for the financial year ended the 3lst March 
1890, including charges and the revenue of the Isle of Man, 
amounted to 20,695,492/, being an increase of 488,004/. over the 
. gross receipt for the financial year 1888-89, a total increase of 
2°4 per cent., or of 1°4 per cent. in excess of the increase due to 
the ordinary annual growth of the population. 

There has been only one change as regards the tariff in the 
period under review, namely, that in respect of the beer duty. 
The specific gravity of the worts in relation to which the duty is 
imposed was altered from 1057° to 1055°, the effect being an 
increased duty of 3d. a barrel of 36 gallons. This change applies 
to imported beer merely as a countervailing duty to the excise duty 
impused on beer brewed in the United Kingdom. ; 

The gross receipt of 20,695,492/, does not, however, represent 
the total amount of revenue collected by our officers. Of that 
receipt the Inland Revenue Department collected 2,159,287/, 
whereas 4,197,947/. were collected by the Customs Department 
on behalf of the excise revenue, so that the total amount of 
revenue actually collected by the Customs Department in the year 
1889-90 was 22,734,152/. 

This shows an increase of 56,177/. collected by the Inland 
revenue on behalf of the Customs revenue, and an increase of 
413,7221. collected by the Customs Department on behalf of the 
Tnland revenue as compared with the revenue similarly collected 
in the financial year immediately preceding. 

The report concludes by stating that the collection of the 
revenue entrusted to the Customs Department has made satis- 
factory progress during the past year. With the exception of tea 
there has been a marked increase in the yield of all its principal 
sources, and the falling off in the receipt from tea has been fully 
accounted for. Of those of the minor sources in which a decrease 
is observable, the receipts from coffee and chicory have been 
declining for a considerable period, and the yield from dried fruits 
depends on so many considerations that it fluctuates cou siderably 
from year to year, so that no particular importance can be 
attached to that of any one year. 
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XVIT.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—Corn PRICEs. 


Return of the Quantities sop and Averace Prices of Britisn 
Corn, ImpertaL MEAsuR®, as received frum the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods, 


Periods. Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 6th September 1890 51,319 2 2,925 3 6,070 5 ; 
13th - 81,658 7 9,964 6 10,298 2 
» 20th se » «| 107,841 3 30,452 0 14,362 3 
» 27th ts » ~- | 106,879 2 72,549 7 15,985 2 
September 1890 - - - | 346,698 6 115,892 0 46,716 4 
Corresponding month in 1889 - | 245,224 5 102,043 0 27,200 4 
oh » 1888 - | 140,687 4 9,568 1 11,224 3 
Average Prices. 
s. d 
Week ended 6th September 1890 - 34 6 30 11 19 1 
13th 33 30 3 18 8 
20th 32 29 11 17 9 
» 27th ae 31 6 29 9 17. 8 
September 1890 - ° E 32 11 30 2 18 3 
August 1890 36 4 26 1 20 O 
July - 33 8 24 1 19 7 
June is - - . 32 8 25 4 19 9 
May ” - - 32 8 28 1 19 4 
April 29 10 29 8 4 
March - - 29 9 30 6 18 6 
February ,, 29 9 37 8 18 6 
January ,, - 30 7 31 6 18 4 
December 188: - “ - 30 0 30 2 17 11 
November ,, - = 30 7 30 5 17, «1 
October _,, - - - 299 8 30 O 16 7 
September 1889 - - 29 11 29 7 17 9 
, - 35 10 28 6 18 @ 
» 187 29 1 1411 
1886 - - 31 10 & 18 8 
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If.—EMIGRATION.—SEPTEMBER 1890, 


Return of the Numpers, NATIONALITIES, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unrrep Kinapom for Paces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 30th September 1890, and the 
Nine Months ended 30th September 1890, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


| | 
British pe Al | | 
United Austral- | of Good | | corre- 
Nationalities. North other Total. | 
States. | America. Places. 
1889. 
| | 
Month ended 30th September. 
English - - 12,092 2,144 1,478 | 876 925 17,515 18,411 
Scotch + - - 1,954 191 223 32 140 2,540 2,473 
+ 5,388 169 214 4 128 5,903 5,790 
| 
Total of British} | | 2606 | 1,915 m2 | 1193 | 25,058 | 26,67, 
Foreigners - - 7,902 707 18 | 175 134 8,936 7,484 
Nationalities not | 
distinguished 3 = 440 440 971 
| 
Total - - 27,336 3,211 1,933 | 1,087 | = 1,767 | 35,334 85,129 
Total for corre- | 
sponding } 25,768 3,062 8,023 1,846 | 14,980 | 35,129 _ 
Month, 1889 - | | 


English - - | 68,328 16,369 11,586 7,279 6,364 | 109,926 | 729,253 
Irish - - | 45,506 1,461 1,924 86 371 49,348 57,644 


| 
| 

Scotch - - - | 11,728 oat 1,628 621 599 | 16,782 | 27,478 


Total of British) | 15,138 | 7,986 | 7,884 | 176,056 | 908,875 


origin - - 
Foreigners - - | 65,216 8,345 248 1,372 1,150 76,331 70,589 
| 
Nationalities not) | 
distinguished 6 2,061 2,607 8,922 
— 
Total - - - | 190,773 | 28,386 | 15,386 9,364 | 10,545 | 254,454 | 292,776 
Total for corre-) | 
sponding 202,893 34,603 | 21,124 11,207 12,859 | 282,776 
Months, 7889 - | 


NotrE.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


: Nine Months ended 30th September. 
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AND WALEs. 
Numper of Recetving Orvers Gazerreo in the under- mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal ‘Trades and ( ‘ecupations, 

September Nine months 
| ended September 
1890. | 1889. 1890. | 1889. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted - - - 269 WBS 3,032 3,469 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations :— | 
Grocers, 21 | 199 265 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &e. - 17 22 184 202 
Builders - - - - - 3 a | 172 176 
Farmers - - - - 10 17 | 184 187 
Butchers - - 7 10 106 121 
Boot and shoe samueevere rs and dealers 13 15 100 113 
Bakers - - - - - 5 6 95 100 
Agents, commission and general - 5 4 62 63 
Drapers, haberdashers, Xe. - 6 12 61 95 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. . 6 3 58 63 
‘Tailors, &e. - - - 4 6 56 71 
Carpenters and joiners — - - - 6 2 56 61 
Clerks, commercial and general - 2 4 46 35 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 2 3 45 | 45 
Provision merehants, &e. - - 3 3 39 | 4a 
Solicitors - - 3 2 35 | 44 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, - - 4 34 42 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, | 
silveramiths, &e. - - - 6 3 32 | 33 
Vishmongers, poulterers, &e. - - 3 2 28 | 40 
Clothiers, outfitters, &e. a - 4 4 28 | 32 
Tobacconists, &ce. - - - 2 25 | 27 
Ironmongers - - - - 3 1 25 34 
Corn, flour, seed, hay and straw mer- 
chants and dealers - l 3 24 27 
Travellers, commercial, &c. - - 4 2 23 29 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - - ' co 22 10 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - - 2 2 22 20 
Merchants - - - 2 21 22 
Cabinet-makers and upholsterers - 1 4 21 24 
Furniture dealers and makers - - 4 1 21 21 
General dealers - - - 4 2 20 24 
Officers in Army - - - - 1 ¢ 19 9 
Auctioneers - - - - 1 2 19 39 
Carriage, &e. builders —- - - — = 18 12 
Lodging-house keepers - - 2 2 18 45 
Stationers - - - - - 3 — 18 13 
Confectioners - - - 17 30 
Stone, marble, and monumental masons — 3 17 17 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - 1 — 17 17 
Millers - - - 2 2 17 20 
Wheelwrights - 3 4 17 15 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical manu- 
facturers - 1 —_— 16 25 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and hasliers 2 2 16 2% 
Printers and publishers - “ 2 = 16 19 
Oil and colour merehants - - Se 15 8 
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‘ Nine months 
September ended September 
1890. 1889. 1890. 1889. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and | No. No. No. No. 
occupations—cont. 
Architects and surveyors - . 1 1 15 10 
Hairdressers - - - - 1 7 14 13 
Surgeons - - - - 1 2 14 11 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. - - 1 2 14 21 
Saddlers and harness makers - - 1 —_ 14 23 
Gardeners, market - - - 3 _ 14 8 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. - — — 13 15 
Brokers, stock and share - - 1 1 13 14 
Restaurant, coffee, and eating-house 
keepers - 1 1 13 18 
Fishing net, smack owners, and masters 1 4 13 20 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - - - 2 3 13 18 
Engineers and founders, &e. - 1 12 20 
Tea merchants - ~ - 1 12 8 
Agents, financial - - - 1 2 11 7 
Aérated and mineral waters manufac- 
turers - 2 1 11 
Clerks in holy orders’ - - —_ 1 10 8 
Machinists and implement manufac- 
turers and merchants - - _ ~ 10 6 
China, glass, earthenware, &c. dealers - 1 1 10 17 
Woollen merchants, manufacturers, &c. — -— | 9 7 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - 9 9 
Brewers and beer merchants - - 1 | 9 12 
Musical instrument and pianoforte key 
makers, &c. - - 1 — 9 10 
Brick and tile makers - - - a -- 7 6 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - 2 | 7 14 


IV.—Export or Live ANIMALS FROM [RELAND TO GREAT 
BrITAIN. 


Return of the Numper of AnimaArs exported from IRELAND to Great 
Britain during the month ended 30th September 1890, and during 
the Nine Months of the Year 1890, compared with the corre- 
sponding periods of the Year 1889. 


| Septembe Nine months 
| ended September 
Animals. 
: | 1890. | 1889. | 1890. | 1889. 
No. No. No. No. 
Cattle - - - - - | 60,566 | 63,933 | 370,828 | 408,555 
Sheep - - - - - | 88,7380 | 74,449 | 516,277 | 504,554 
Swine - - - | $4,213 | 22,057 | 408,075 | 294,597 
Goats - - - - - | 164 180 7,764 5,984 
Horses - - - -| 8,290 | 2,882 27,536 | 235,023 
Mules or Jennets . - 4 4 12 9 
Asses - - - - - | 25 70; 1,161 1,200 
Total - | 186,992 | 163,572 |1,831,153!7,239,922 


504 
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V.—FIsHERY STATISTIOS.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
Sratement of the Toran Quantity and of the returned 
us landed on the Eneiisu and Werisu Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th a 
1890, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1889. 


Nine Months ended 
Beptember September 
1800. {| 7889. || 1890 | 1889. 
QUANTITY 
| Owts, Cuts. Cwts, Cuts. 
Soles ° | 6,174 6,663 58,043 55,966 
Turbot | £,483 4,402 38.850 | 40,803 
Prime fish, separately distinguis shed 2,628 1276 |! 37,304 | 29,198 
Total prime fish ° =| 14,748 13,347 || 140,426 125,747 
Cod : | 29,971 19,434 214,619 
Haddock 175,988 143,104 1476512 
Halibut - -| 10,761 | 
Ling 8,054 7,094 75,098 | 73,014 
Mackerel . . 8,450 7,690 183,098 327,900 
Pilchards - 12,674 14,054 36,646 55,422 
Plaice - . 64,177 51,765 431,608 | 444,087 
Sprats 1,221 | 25,020 | 27,286 
All other, except shel fish 124,754 121,061 | 889,751 | 965,687 
it 
Salmon - - 504 | 499 5,101 
Total . 672,726 | 580,655 || 4,241,590 | 4,176,126 
Shell fish No. No. || No {| No. 
Crabs - 178,953 189335 4,561,88L | 4,946,828 
Lo)sters : 216,158 66,395 |; 873,487 675,254 
Oysters - 6,854,000 4,207,000 32,852,000 22,478,000 
Owts. Cots. Cwts. | Cwts. 
Other shell fish - $8,502 38,122 356,801 127,192 
VALUI 
| £ £ 
Brill - 3,797 * 
Turbot | 19,510 136 660 
Prime fish, not separ: ite ly distinguishe al } 10,149 104.292 
Total prime fish | 4,325 62,350 
Cod 137,832 
Haddock - 493,828 
Halibut - * 
Herrings | 242,442 
Mackerel - - 218,482 
Pilehards . 14,743 
Plaice - 402,84 
Sprats 3,760 
All other, exce copt shell fish 662,334 
Salmon | 28,919 
Total 2,789,889 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs - -| 4,040 50,699 
Lobsters - - - 10,480 28,256 
Oysters - - 21,435 60,432 
Other shell fish - - - 12,625 89,908 
Total ‘ -| 48,598 26865 | 299,095 
Total value of fish landed 436,442 881,420 8,472,042 3,019,184 


Note.—The above ¢ fiz rures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
are the actual values returned by the loc al office rs at cach Agesien 
* Not distinguished previous to January Ist, 1800 


The values given 


| 
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VI—FisHery 


StaTeMENT of the Toran Quantity and Vatue of the returned 
as landed on the Scotcn Coasrs during the Month and Nine 
Months ended 30th September 1890, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1889. 


| Nine Months ended 


| September 
1890, 1889. | 1890. | 7889, 
| QUANTITY. 
| | 
| Cwts. Avls. || Cwts. | 
Svules (Lemon Soles) - - 1,754 | 13,086 | 11,153 
Turbot - - - 442 4,129 4,857 
- 16,588 | 19,075 | 389,428 447,818 
Jel - - - - 4h) 499 11,395 14,506 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill -| 7,689 O,527 56,801 52,957 
Haddock - - 52,04) 51,885 374 538,904 
Halibut’ - - 134 19,069 20,671 
Herrings - - - 144,672 228,057 3,243,766, 3,345,368 
Ling - - - - - | 1,459 | 832 149,612 129,251 
Mackerel - - - 255 | 922 604 
Saith (Coal Fish} - 2,925 102,744 | 76,505 
Skate - - - 868 509 47,894 42,738 
Sparling - - 465 | 46 76 
Torsk (Tusk) - | 38 8,458 11,327 
Whiting - - - - 6175 | 6,504 50,317 45,942 
All other, except shell fish - - 7,164 | 6,289 65,338 54044 
| 
Shell fish :-— No. No. No. No 
Crabs - 166,080 83,400 2,434,496 | 2,428,000 
Lobsters - 69,761 58,700 497,151 438,700, 
Oysters - 24,000 15,400 188,200 | 784,900 
Cwts. | Cuts. Cwts. | Cuts. 
Clams - - - 672 805 14,182 | 10,810 
Mussels - 35,772 53,757 124,110 133,242 
Other shell fish - - - 3,302 8,107 
VALUE. 
; | £ £ 
Soles (Lemon Soles) ‘ 3,236 2498 | 20,897 16,306 
Turbot - - - - ° 2.014 | 12,332 14,088 
Cod - - - 5,287 5715 | 127,970 140,945 
- 236 260 | 5,661 | 5,785 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - - - 6,280 4714 49,297 | 87,456 
Haddock - - - - - 29,950 25,926 257,639 | 227,620 
Halibut - - - 76 294 | 18,885 18,046 
Herrings - - 35,180 44,710 | 712,308 650,127 
in 441 808 46,323 | 44,0384 
Mackerel - - 225 36 515 832 
Saith (Coal Fish) - - - - 637 605 12,542 10,423 
Skate - - 157 149 10,098 8,889 
Sparling - - 112 104 253 238 
Sprats - - - = 110 34 
Torsk (Tusk) - - - - 6 7 1,311 1,712 
Whiting - - - ° 2,843 2,339 21,516 16,301 
All other, except shell fish - - - 1,200 1,418 12,164 10,360 
Total - . - 87,880 91,014 1,309,321 1,208,056 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs - - 573 498 12,285 11,919 
Lobsters 2,508 2,787 21,813 18,914 
Oysters - - - - - 96 56 812 845 
ms - - 99 111 2,096 | 1,542 
Mussels - - - - - 2,352 2,325 7,625 | 8,106 
Other shell fish - - 900 609 7,833 838 
Total - - - - 6,528 5,786 | 52464 | 49,024 
Total value of fish landed - 94,408 46,800 1,361,785 1,252,080 


NorTE.—Tie above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


| 
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VII.—Fisugry 

Srarement of the Toran Quantity and Vatue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Iris Coasts during the Month and Nine Months 
ended 30th September 1890, comparea with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1889. 

. | Nine Months ended 
September September 
1890, | 1889. || 1890. 1889. 
_ —-— — 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. | Cwts. | Cwts. | Cwts.: 

Soles - 431 306 3,646 | 3,636 

Turbet - 204 132 || 1,022 | 1,214 

Total prime fish - 635 | 498 || 4,668 | 

Haddock - - 1,542 671 11,196 | 8,248 

Hake - - - 14,159 3,421 19,764 11,396 

Herrings - - - - - 6,658 | 8,173 64,900 | 98,398 

Livg 593 | 470 13,450 | 77,087 

Mackerel 42,488 14505 455,277 | 407,279 

ts - - - - - 5,880 | 4,983 10,282 | 23,395 

Whiting - - - - | 653 | 9119 | 8,072 

All other, except shell fish - 7,012 7,959 53,181 60,2. 

Total - - - - 81,248 | 41,945 | 671,554 | 667,442 
i} 

Shell fish :— No. No. | No. | No. 
Crabs - - 15,180 29,716 || 209,570 | 299,184 
Lobsters - 38,750 59,850 | 212,195 868,354 
Oysters 136,620 164,100 || 376,420 6,490 

Cwts. | Cwts. || wts. | wts. 
Other shell fish - - - - | 1,557 || 6453 | 12,790 
VALUE. 
e | | 

Soles : 1,422 1,176 13,690 | 18,369 
Turbot - - 623 434 || 3,310 | 8,938 
Total prime fish 2,045 1,610 17,000 | 17,307 

Hake - - - - - 4,510 1,794 8,462 6, 

Herrings - - - 2,398 2,855 30,734 82,164 

Ling - - - - 258 057 

Mackerel - - 20,669 8,917 196,855 186,220 

Sprats - - - 359 125 732 9 
hiting - 429 277 4,492 4,088 

All other, except shell fish - - - 3,950 | 4,001 27,796 24,792 

Total - 36,550 20,456 || 311,787 258,069 

Shell fish :— 

Crabs 141 108 1,170 1,434 
Lobsters - - - - 1,013 1,354 6,655 9,461 
Oysters - 220 310 723 1,309 
Other shell fish 135 246 | 1,144 1,979 

Total - - 1,500 | 2,018 | 9,692 | 14,043 

Total value of fish landed -| — 38,059 | 22,474 | 321,479 | 967,872 

Notr.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, The values given 
are the actual yalues returned by the local officers at each place, 
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VIUIL.—Corron Returns.—SepremBer 1890. 
Retuxn of the Numer of Bates of Corron Laporrep and Exrorrep, 
Forwarprep from Porrs to INLAND Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th September 
1890, compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1889. 
| 
Month of | Nine Months ended 
| September | September 
| 
- | 1890. 1889. | 1890. 1889. 
Imports. 
| | 
No. No. No. No. 
American | 129,522 | 101,353 |) 1,590,971 1,761,782 
Brazilian - - | 8,312 4,744 i 401,620 129,645 
East Indian = - - | 49,649 57,107 || 529,445 577,610 
Egyptian - 7,784 3,486 | 126,990 | 134,634 
Miscellaneous - - | 11,320 6,157 | 60,356 | 52,099 
| 
Total = - 206,587 166,835 || 2,409,382 | 2,655,770 
Exports. 
| 
American - - 8,594 | 9,657 || 135,525 208,892 
Brazilian - - 74 | 19 5,539 36,048 
East Indian - 27,312 | 17,967 || 165,854 202,794 
Egyptian - - 887 558 9,728 8,662 
Miscellaneous - - 615 | 1,892 11,786 16,999 
Total - 37,482 | 23,384 328,432 173,395 
ForwarpeEp from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American - - 188,886 | 94,540 1,893,096 | 1,887,863 
Brazilian - 8,068 9,563 81,738 | 96,218 
Fast Indian - - | 19,961 18,596 195,789 | 170,184 
Egyptian - - 10,182 10,271 149,778 | 148,657 
Miscellaneous - 5,777 5,871 77,499 | 79,771 
Total 232,874 139,141 2,397,900 2,332,630 
Forwarpep from Intanp Towns to Ports. 
American - - - 96 | 493 2,465 8,563 
Brazilian - - 44 | — 83 sii 
Kast Indian 10 | 178 82 
Egyptian - - | — 15 297 74 
Miscellaneous - - 1 | 353 
Total - 151 | 516 | 3,376 3,719 
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[X.—PeriovicaAL Rerurns or Imports AND Exports. 


STarBMENT of the Imvorrs and Exrorrs into and from the under- 
mentioned Countriks in the latest Month for which Rerurns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s. ; Franc = 9,',d. , Milreis = 4s. 6d. ; Lire = 
Drachme = 9,$,d.; L. Egyptian = 1/, Os. 10d.; Dollar = 4s, 2d. 


I.—Imvorts. 
seat | forthe Month, fo Beri of the 
Name of Country, Month, | — | 

1890. | 7889. 1890. | 1889. 
Russia in Europe - | June Roubles 33,011,000 | 37,785,000 | 178,690,000 199,075,000 
France - sf August | Frs. — - 338,116,000 | 383,370,000 2,983,937,000 | 2,867,085,000 
Portugal - June - Milreis- 3,441,000 8,277,000 21,939,000 20,269,000 
Italy - | August | Lire - 93,927,000 | 179,297,000 886,608,000 | 884,090,000 

| June - | Drehms. 7,299,000 - 44,301,000 
Greece 4 

| July - | 8,693,000 53,494,000 
Egypt - - -| June - | L. Egypt —810,000 528,000 3,996,000 8,280,000 
United States 4 August Dollars - 61,201,000 | 65,068,000 549,892,000 529,194,000 
British India* - -/July - Rupees - 5,06,89,146 | 5,02,66,608 21,73,61,835 | @7.28,72,587 

| 


11.—Exports. 


Russia in Europe June - Roubles 57,245,000 79,897,000 309,174,000 349,950,000 
France - - | August | Frs. = 293,075,000 | 802,597,000 || 2,401,848,000 | 2,333,017,000 
Portugal - -,; dune - | Milreis- 1,683,000 | 7,360,000 10,516,000 10,768,600 
| | 
Italy - - | August | Lire - 61,592,000 69,790,000 550,976,000 | 478,735,000 
| June - | Drchms. 5,551,000 38,217,000 
Greece | 
July - 2,325,000 40,542,000 
Egypt - - -| June -| L. Egypt 442,000 274,000 4,901,000 5,378,000 


United States 


- | August | Dollars- 56,031,000 
British India* | July | Rupees - 7,48,58,640 


35,88,50,185 | 33,78,80,097 


59,728,000 | 502,882,000 478,067,000 


| 
| 


The above figures arc subject to revision in the Annual Return 


NoTE.—The figures sre those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
the United States and British India, where the figures are “ general.” “Special ’’ means, in the 
case of imports, imports for home consumption, in the case of exports, exports of domestic 
produce and manufacture only, 

* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April, 
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X.—Fore1Gcn TRADE oF INDIA. 


Imports and Exports into and from Britisn INpiA. 


Imports from Foreign ! Exports to Foreign 


Countries. Countries.* 
a Four Months ended Four Months ended 
3ist July July 
| 
1890, 1889. 1890. | 1889. 
| 
R. R. R. | R. 
L—Animals—living- -  - 1,16,387 49298 | GH 
I1.—Articles of food and drink - | 2,54,92,447 2,35,11,459 |  9,38,19,053 | 8,36,58,731 
| 
ILI.— Metals, and Manufactures of— | 
| 
A.—Hardware and Cutlery | | 
(including plated-ware) 38,23,692 36,51,589 | 31,063 | 34,405 
B—Metals - - 1,65,19,961 7,63,83,136 1,68,387 | 
C.—Machinery and mill-work 80,95,1E1 87,00,020 | 155 132 
D.—Railway plant and 
rolling-stock (other than 
Government stores) 73,22,365 46,80,829 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
and tanning materials - 39,78,229 87,53,106 3,79,63,718 4310,99,429 
V.—Oils - $3,08,212 79,81,579 19,53,464 20,30,593 


ViI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles - 1,44,19,939 1,43,83,494 | 16,26,82,897 | 714,39,74,348 


VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 


A.—Yarns and textile fabrics] 10,80,60,889 | 70,91,81,995 3,57,27,330 3,46,09,747 


B.—Apparel - - 38,11,206 36,36,281 3,41,824 349,979 


C.—Other articles manu- 
factured - 


1,74,18,357 1,70,09,681 1,27,47,633 1,17,15,176 


| 


ToTAL - - | 21,73,61,835 | 27,28,72,687 | 34,57,44,168 | 37,79,70,886 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 


| 
= | 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


New 


Revorrs of the Annual Series, 1890, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding Street, Flect Street, &e. 


No. 


Adrianople + 
Rome - 
Santiago - 
Tahiti - 
Maranham - 
Mexico - 
Christiania 
Copenhagen 
aris 
Venice - 
Cherbourg 
New York - 
Patras - - 
Bourgas - 
St. Petersburg 
Taganrog - 
Baltimore - 
New Orleans 
New Orleans 
Samos 
Buda Pestl 
Tripoli - 
Buenos Ayres 
Paris - 
Cherbourg - 
Warsaw - 
Rome 
Saigon - 
Buenos Ayres 
Galveston - 
Galatz - 
Antwerp - 
Boston - 
Madeira - 
New Hebrides 


Riga - 
Charleston - 
Algiers - 
Stuttgart - 
Havre - 
The Piraeus 
Syra - 
Boulogne - 
Taganrog - 
Wuhu - - 
Batoum - 
Manila - 


Tamsui - 
Kiungchow 
Swatow 
Stettin 
Bordeaux - 
Port Said - 


Price.] No. Price.} No. Price. 
14d. | 685 | Coquimbo - - | 4d. 737 | Paramaribo - | Id. 
| 686 | Warsaw - -| 1d. 738 | Honolulu 4d. 
4d. | 687 | Ichang - -| 1d. 739 | Chicago - -| 2d. 
4d. | 688 | Wenchow - -| 1d.]740|Séul_ - -| ld. 
4d. | 689 | Trebizond - -| 4d. 741 | Brindisi - | 13d. 
2d. 1690 Damascus - 1d. 4742 | Mozambique 1d. 
1d, | 691 | Savannah 743 | Caldera and 
ld. (Georgia) -| 1d. Lota - - | 14d. 
id. | 692 | Barcelona - | 2hd. | 744 | Nice - - | ltd. 
1d. | 693 | Santos” - - | 1d. 745 | Aleppo - -| 1d. 
694| San José - Hakodate -| 1. 
1d. | 695 | Batavia - -| 1d. | 747 | New York -| 2d. 
1d. 696 | Genon - 14d. | Cagliari - -| 1d. 
4d. | 697 | Calais - -| 2d. {749 | San Salvador 1d. 
3d. | 698 | Marseilles -| 1d. 1750 | Gothenburg - | 2d. 
4d, | 699 | Brest - - «| 1d. 9751 | Nagasaki - -| Id 
14d. 700 | Lisbon - | 1-752 | Sofia - - | 34d. 
701 | Leghorn - -| 753, Meshed - Id. 
1d. | 702 | Rio Grande do Sul| 1d. [754 | Yokohama - | 2 d, 
703 | Tainan - -| 1d. | 755 | Shanghai - ad. 
14d. | 704 | Kewkiang - -| 4d. 1756 | Lisbon - - | lid. 
d. | 705 | Fiume - - | 1d. | 757 | Teneriffe . d. 
d, | 706 | Odessa - - | 2d. 758 | Noumea d. 
d.| 707 | Suakim - -| 4d. 759 Tahiti - - d, 
708! Hankow - Bushire - | lid. 
4d. | 709 | Amoy - «| 1d. 761; Frankfort- 2d. 
14d. | 710 | Buda Pesth - | 14d. | 762 | Palermo - - | 23d. 
d,| 711; Corunna - - | 2d. 763 | Guatemala 1d. 
d, | 712 or - -| 2d. 764) Smyrna - -| 4d, 
d, | 713 | Cadiz - -| 4d.]765 Munich - -| 2d, 
14d. | 714 | Cadiz - -| 766 Hiogo - - | itd. 
715 | Riode Janeiro” - | 24d. 767 | Alexandria = | lid. 
d. 716 | Newehwans -| 768 | Maracaibo d. 
d, 717 | Chinkiang -| 4d. 769 | Macao d, 
718 | San Francisco -| 6d. 770 | Canton” - -| 1d. 
d.} 719 | Bussorah -| 4d.]771 Bangkok - | 23d. 
1d, | 720 | Beyrout’ - -| 772 Stockholm - | 13d. 
2d, | 721 | Adrianople -| 3d.9773 Jaffa - - d, 
1d, | 722 | Nantes - | 4d.1774 , Copenhagen - d. 
8d. 723 | Caracas - -| 775 Ningpo - - d. 
1d, | 724 | Mogador -| Stettin - -| Yd. 
1d. 725 | Tientsin - -| 1d.] 777 St. Petersburg- | 3d. 
1d. | 726 | Foochow -| 1d. 778 St. Petersburg- | id. 
2d. | 727 | Portau Prince -| 4d. 779 | St.Jago de Cube | 14d. 
4d. 728 | Callao - -| 1d. 780 | Chefoo - Id, 
1d. | 729 | Puerto Plata - | 4d. 4781 | Christiania - | Bad. 
1d. | 730 | San Francisco - | 1d. | 782 | Marseilles -| 4d. 
1d. | 731 | Philadelphia - | 24d. ] 783 | Baghdad 1d. 
1d. | 732| Pakhoi - -| 1d.]784| Naples - | 
1d. | 733 | Bilbao -| 1d. 785 | Tunis 
6d. | 734 | Dunkirk - «=| 786) Vera Cruz -| 1d. 
2hd. 7385 | Vienna - -| 1d. 787 , Tangier - - | lid. 
1d. | 736 | Nantes - - | 14d 
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The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :-— 

No. Price. 
152. Notes by Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Florence on a Consular tour 
in North Italy - - - - 
Report on the Port of Vera Cruz and the elles in progress for its 
Further Report on the Liquor Traffic Legislation in the United States - 23 
Italy.—Report on the Sicilian Vintage of 1889 - - - 
Sweden.—Reports on Telephone Systems at Stockholm and tiiisiicwy 
Chile.—Report and. Translation of the Mining Laws of Chile - - 
Chile.—Report on European Emigration to Chile - - - 
France.—Report on the French Councils of Prud’hommes— - - - 
Switzerland.—Report on Swiss Legislation respecting Compulsory In- 
surance and other Measures for Benefiting the Working Classes - 
Germany.—Notes on the “Transitory Provisions” of the Law “ 
Insurance against Old Age and Infirmity - 
Russia.—Report on Intermediate and Elementary Technical Kdueation 
in Russia - - - - 
Austria- Hungary.— Report ou Education in Mungary - - 
France.—Report on the Manufacture of Perfumes at Nice = - - 
Argentine Republic.—Notes on the Division of Lands in the Yerna 
Colony for Guidanec of Agricultural Immigrants - - - 
Guatemala.—N otes on a Disease that has attacked the Coffee Plant — - 
Peru.—Report on the Auriferous Deposits of Peru - - 
Sweden and Norway.—Further Report on the Telephone Systems at 
Stockholm and Christiania - - - - 
France.—Report on Labour Agitation and Recent Strikes in France = - 
Me.xico.— Report on Railway Concessions in Mexico - - 
Germany.—Report on the Beer and Brewing Industries of Bavaria - 
Argentine Republic-—Report on Emigration to the Argentine Republic 
Jtaly.— Report on the Yield of Cocoons in Italy in 1889 - - 
United States.—Report on the Constitution, Attributes, and Legal Status 
of “ Trusts ” in the United States - - - - 
Russia.—Report on the Russian Steam Navigation and Trading Company 
France.-—Report ou the Fpeductivessss and “Quality of Grape and Raisin 
Wine - - - - 
Spain.--Further Report on the Mineral Deposits of the Island of Cuba 
Brazil.—Decrees affecting the Formation, &c. of Public Companies 


France.-—Summary of views of French Chambers of Commerce as to 
renewal of Commercial Treaties - - - - 14d. 

Jtaly.—Keport on the Industries of the Province of Florence — - - Id. 

Russia,—Report on the Kusso-Chinese Overland Trade - ld. 


179. 
180. 
Isl. 


